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STATE OF NEW YORK

4878

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 7, 2025

Introduced by M of A TAPIA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Mental Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to the establishnent
of mental health cl ubhouses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new article
29-L to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 29-L
MENTAL HEALTH ClL UBHOUSES
Section 2999-nn. Definitions.
2999-00. Mental health clubhouses; establishnent.
2999-pp. Operational standards and core services.
2999-qq. Public-private partnershi ps and workforce training.
2999-rr. Criminal justice coordination and re-entry support.
2999-ss. Funding and sustainability.
2999-tt. Oversight, conpliance, and reporting.

8 2999-nn. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the follow
ing ternms shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

1. "Mental health clubhouse" or "clubhouse" neans a non-energency
nedical facility and community-based psychosocial rehabilitation center
that provides structured, evidence-based services for individuals living
with nental illness, including:

(a) enploynent assistance, workforce devel opnent, and job pl acenent;

(b) housing assistance, supportive housing navigation., and honeless-
ness prevention;

(c) educational and skills training prograns;

(d) peer support groups and nental health counseling;

(e) crisis intervention and suicide prevention services;

(f) re-entry support for justice-involved individuals; and
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veteran services, includin ost-traumatic stress disorder support
and United States departnment of veterans' affairs benefit navigation.

2. "Active nenbership" neans a person who has entered a cl ubhouse and
participated in its activities within the preceding three nonths.

3. "Veteran peer specialist" neans a trained individual with nilitary
service experience who provides post-traunatic stress disorder support,
United States departnent of veterans' affairs benefits assistance, and
reintegration services.

4. "Public-private partnership” neans a state-authorized agreenent
allowing private sector investnent into clubhouse workforce devel opnent
progr ans.

5. "Re-entry prograni nmeans a program operated by a nmunicipality,

county, or state entity that assists individuals transitioning from
incarceration to comunity living.

6. "Honeless placenent agency" neans any governnental or non-govern-
nental entity tasked with placing individuals experiencing honelessness
into housing or shelters.

8 2999-00. Mental health clubhouses; establishnent. 1. d ubhouses
shall be established within reasonable proximity to public transporta-

tion. In rural areas, npbile clubhouse services shall be inplenented to
ensure accessibility.

2. The departnment and the office of nental health shall develop a
statewide inplenentation plan for the provisions of this article within
one year of the effective date of this article. The state shall prior-

itize clubhouse expansion in counties with the highest rates of hone-
| essness, unenploynent, and psychiatric hospitalizations.

8 2999-pp. (perational standards and core services. 1. Menbership of
cl ubhouses shall be voluntary, free of cost, and open to any individua
with a history of nmental illness.

2. Each cl ubhouse shall provide the follow ng core services:

(a) enploynent assistance and workforce devel opnent. including but not
limted to:

(i) on-site enploynent opportunities in food service, nmintenance,
outreach, and adnministrative roles;

(ii) job placenent services in coordination with local enployers; and

(iii) skills training and professional developnent in technical and
trade fields;

(b) housing assistance and honel essness prevention., including but not
limted to:

(i) direct housing application support, including under section eight
of the United States Housing Act, and supportive housing prograns;

(ii) coordination with honel ess placenent agencies; and

(iii) energency shelter and rapid rehousing services;

(c) crisis intervention and suicide prevention, including but not
limted to:

(i) enploying at |east one staff nenber at each clubhouse who has been
trained in a recognized applied suicide intervention skills training
(ASI ST) program

(ii) on-site naloxone adninistration and overdose prevention training
for staff; and

(iii) energency response coordination with 911 and nobile crisis
teans; and

(d) veterans' services, including but not linited to:

(i) enploying at |east one veteran peer specialist at each clubhouse;

(ii) post-traumatic stress disorder support groups and individualized
reintegration services; and
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i direct assistance in applying for United States departnent of
veterans' affairs benefits and housing prograns.

8 2999-qgq. Public-private partnerships and workforce training. The
departnent shall establish a public-private partnership nodel, allow ng
corporations to invest in workforce training prograns within clubhouses
as authorized by the departnent. Such corporate investnents may include:

1. funding on-site job training;

2. establishing enploynent pipelines for clubhouse nenbers; and

3. providing direct financial support to clubhouses.
8 2999-rr. Crimnal justice coordination and re-entry support. 1. Al

cl ubhouses shall partner with re-entry prograns and probation offices to
ensure individuals leaving incarceration with nental illness can i me-
diately access cl ubhouse services.

2. O ubhouses shall provide:

(a) re-entry counseling. job training. and housing assistance;

(b) collaboration with parole and probation officers for snooth rein-
tegration; and

(c) substance abuse prevention services for justice-involved individ-
ual s.

8§ 2999-ss. Funding and sustainability. 1. d ubhouses shall not operate
on a fee-for-service reinbursenent basis.

2. Funding sources for clubhouses shall include:

(i) state appropriations;

(ii) Medicaid waivers:

(iii) federal grants for which clubhouses qualify; and

(iv) private sector investnments through public-private partnerships
under section twenty-nine hundred ninety-nine-qq of this article.

3. The departnent shall allocate available funding based on:

(a) county population and nental health preval ence; and

(b) performance netrics and service utilization rates.

8§ 2999-tt. COversight, conpliance, and reporting. 1. Each cl ubhouse
shall submit a conprehensive report to the departnent and the office of
nental health detailing:

(a) clubhouse active nenbership statistics and daily service utiliza-
tion;

(b) enploynent placenents and workforce devel opnent out cones;

(c) housing placenents and honel essness prevention efforts; and

(d) crisis intervention cases and energency responses.

2. The departnment shall conduct biennial audits of all clubhouses to

ensure conpliance with state regul ations.
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




