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STATE OF NEW YORK

476

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A CLARK -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, the general <city law, the
town law, and the village law, in relation to requiring certain munic-
i pal planning boards and zoni ng boards of appeals to receive environ-
mental | y consci ous pl anni ng training

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (d) of subdivision 2 of
section 239-c of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter 662 of
the laws of 2006, is amended to read as foll ows:

(i) Each nenber of a county planning board shall conplete, at a nini-
mum [few+] five hours of training each year designed to enable such
menbers to nore effectively carry out their duties. Training received by
a nmenber in excess of [feu+] five hours in any one year, except for
environmentally conscious planning training, may be carried over by the
menber into succeeding years in order to neet the requirenents of this
paragraph. Such training shall be approved by the county and nay
i nclude, but not be limted to, training provided by a regional or coun-
ty planning office or commission, county planning federation, state
agency, statew de rnunicipal association, college or other simlar enti-
ty. Training shall include at |east one hour related to environnentally
conscious planning, including, but not to be limted to, training to
neet the goals of and conpliance with the clinmate | eadership and conmmu-
nity protection act, including any grant and funding opportunities for
counties, farmand and natural resource conservation, climte justice
environmental ly conscious site design, building nmaterial techniques and
water mtigation and energy systens best practices. Training may be
provided in a variety of formats, including but not Ilimted to, elec-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD02018- 01-5



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 476 2

tronic nmnedia, video, distance learning and traditional classroomtrain-
i ng.

8 2. Paragraph a of subdivision 7-a of section 27 of the general city
| aw, as added by chapter 662 of the |aws of 2006, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

a. Each nenber of the planning board of a city, except a city having a
population of nmore than one nmillion, shall conplete, at a m nimum
[feu+] five hours of training each year designed to enable such nenbers
to nore effectively <carry out their duties. Training received by a
menber in excess of [few+] five hours in any one year, except for envi-
ronnentally conscious planning training, nmay be carried over by the
menber into succeeding years in order to neet the requirenents of this
subdi vi sion. Such training shall be approved by the |egislative body and
may include, but not be limted to, training provided by a rmunicipality,
regi onal or county planning office or conmi ssion, county planning feder-
ation, state agency, statew de mrunicipal association, college or other
simlar entity. Training shall include at least one hour related to
environnmentally conscious planning, including, but not to be limted to,
training to neet the goals of and conpliance with the clinmate | eadership
and comunity protection act, including any grant and funding opportu-
nities for counties, farm and and natural resource conservation, clinmate
justice, environnentally conscious site design, building material tech-
niques and water mitigation and energy systens best practices. Training
may be provided in a variety of formats, including but not |imted to,
electronic nedia, video, distance |earning and traditional classroom
t rai ni ng.

8 3. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 7-a of section 81 of the genera
city law, as added by chapter 662 of the |aws of 2006, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(a) Each nenber of the board of appeals in a city, except a city
havi ng a popul ation of nore than one mllion, shall conplete, at a mni-
mum [few+] five hours of training each year designed to enable such
menbers to nore effectively carry out their duties. Training received by
a menber in excess of [few+] five hours in any one vyear, except for
environnmentally conscious planning training, may be carried over by the
menber into succeeding years in order to neet the requirenents of this
subdi vi sion. Such training shall be approved by the |egislative body and
may include, but not be limted to, training provided by a rmunicipality,
regi onal or county planning office or conmi ssion, county planning feder-
ation, state agency, statew de mrunicipal association, college or other
simlar entity. Training shall include at least one hour related to
environnentally conscious planning, including, but not to be limted to,
training to neet the goals of and conpliance with the clinmate | eadership
and comunity protection act, including any grant and funding opportu-
nities for counties, farm and and natural resource conservation, clinmate
justice, environnentally conscious site design, building material tech-
niques and water mitigation and energy systens best practices. Training

may be provided in a variety of formats, including but not |imted to,
el ectronic nedia, video, distance |earning and traditional classroom
t rai ni ng.

8 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 7-a of section 267 of the town |aw,
as added by chapter 662 of the |laws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Each nenber of the board of appeals shall conplete, at a m ninmm
[feu+] five hours of training each year designed to enable such nenbers
to nore effectively carry out their duties. Training received by a



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 476 3

menber in excess of [few] five hours in any one year, except for envi-
ronnental ly conscious planning training, may be carried over by the
menber into succeeding years in order to neet the requirenments of this
subdi vision. Such training shall be approved by the town board and nay
include, but not be limted to, training provided by a nunicipality,
regional or county planning office or comm ssion, county planning feder-
ation, state agency, statew de municipal association, college or other
simlar entity. Training shall include at least one hour related to
environnmental ly conscious planning, including, but not to be limted to,
training to neet the goals of and conpliance with the clinmate | eadership
and comunity protection act, including any grant and funding opportu-
nities for counties, farm and and natural resource conservation, clinate
justice, environnentally conscious site design, building material tech-
niques and water mitigation and energy systens best practices. Training
may be provided in a variety of formats, including but not |imted to,
electronic nedia, video, distance learning and traditional classroom
t rai ni ng.

§ 5. Paragraph a of subdivision 7-a of section 271 of the town Iaw,
as added by chapter 662 of the |laws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

a. Each nenber of the planning board shall conplete, at a nininmm
[few+] five hours of training each year designed to enable such nmenbers
to nore effectively carry out their duties. Training received by a
menber in excess of [few] five hours in any one year, except for envi-
ronnental ly conscious planning training, may be carried over by the
menber into succeeding years in order to neet the requirenents of this
subdi vi sion. Such training shall be approved by the town board and nay
include, but not be limted to, training provided by a nmunicipality,
regional or county planning office or comm ssion, county planning feder-
ation, state agency, statew de nunicipal association, college or other
simlar entity. Training shall include at |east one hour related to
environnmentally conscious planning, including, but not to be limted to,
training to neet the goals of and conpliance with the clinmate | eadership
and conmunity protection act, including any grant and funding opportu-
nities for counties, farm and and natural resource conservation, clinmate
justice, environmentally conscious site design, building nmaterial tech-
ni ques and water nitigati on and energy systens best practices. Training
may be provided in a variety of formats, including but not linmted to,
el ectronic nedia, video, distance learning and traditional classroom
trai ni ng.

§ 6. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 7-a of section 7-712 of the village
| aw, as added by chapter 662 of the |aws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Each nmenmber of the board of appeals shall conplete, at a m ninmum
[few] five hours of training each year designed to enable such nenbers
to nore effectively carry out their duties. Training received by a
menber in excess of [fewr] five hours in any one year, except for envi-
ronnmentally conscious planning training, nmay be carried over by the
menber into succeeding years in order to neet the requirenments of this
subdi vision. Such training shall be approved by the board of trustees
and may include, but not be limted to, training provided by a nmunici-
pality, regional or county planning office or comm ssion, county plan-
ning federation, state agency, statew de nunicipal association, college
or other sinmilar entity. Training shall include at |east one hour
related to environnmentally conscious planning, including, but not to be
limted to, training to neet the goals of and conpliance with the
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climate | eadership and conmmunity protection act, including any grant and
funding opportunities for counties, farmand and natural resource
conservation, climate justice, environnentally conscious site design,
building material techniques and water mtigation and energy systens
best practices. Training may be provided in a variety of formats,
including but not |limted to, electronic nedia, video, distance |earning
and traditional classroomtraining.

§ 7. Paragraph a of subdivision 7-a of section 7-718 of the village
| aw, as added by chapter 662 of the |aws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

a. Each nenber of the planning board shall conplete, at a m nimum
[few] five hours of training each year designed to enable such nmenbers
to nore effectively carry out their duties. Training received by a
menber in excess of [few+] five hours in any one year, except for envi-
ronnentally conscious planning training, nmay be carried over by the
menber into succeeding years in order to neet the requirenents of this
subdi vision. Such training shall be approved by the board of trustees
and may include, but not be limted to, training provided by a nmunici-
pality, regional or county planning office or comm ssion, county plan-
ning federation, state agency, statew de nunicipal association, college
or other sinilar entity. Training shall include at |east one hour
related to environnmentally conscious planning, including, but not to be
limted to, training to neet the goals of and conpliance with the
climte | eadership and community protection act, including any grant and
funding opportunities for counties, farmand and natural resource
conservation, climate justice, environnentally conscious site design,
building material techniques and water nitigation and energy systens
best practices. Training may be provided in a variety of formats,
including but not limted to, electronic nedia, video, distance |earning
and traditional classroomtraining.

§ 8. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




