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4628--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons
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February 4, 2025

Introduced by M of A SEAWRI GHT, ROSENTHAL, WOERNER, S| MONE, REYES,
ALVAREZ, SHI MSKY, GALLAGHER, SCHI AVONI, ZI NERMAN, FORREST, HEVESI
TAPI A, LUPARDO, SIMON, LEVENBERG MMAHON, RAGA, HOOKS -- read once
and referred to the Comrittee on Consuner Affairs and Protection --
conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and
recommtted to said committee -- reported and referred to the Conmt-
tee on Codes -- recommitted to the Conmittee on Codes in accordance
with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmttee discharged, bill anmended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to requiring
certain notion picture theaters to provide scheduled show ngs of
notion pictures with open notion picture captioning

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by adding a new article
44-C to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 44-C
OPEN CAPTI ONI NG

Section 1450. Definitions.
1451. Open notion picture captioning required.
1452. Viol ations.
1453. Preenption.
1454. Exenptions.
8 1450. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the followng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:
1. "Mdtion picture” neans a story or event recorded by a canera as a
set of noving imges.
2. "Motion picture theater" neans an entity in the business of provid-
ing showi ngs of notion pictures to the general public.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. "Open notion picture captioning” neans the witten, on-screen
display of a notion picture's dialogue and non-speech information,
including nusic, the identity of the character who is speaking, and
ot her sounds and sound effects.

4. "Peak nption picture attendance hours" neans the hours between five
fifty-nine in the evening and one mnute past eleven o'clock in the
evening on Friday and the hours between eleven twenty-nine in the norn-
ing and one mnute past eleven o'clock in the evening on Saturday or
Sunday._

8 1451. QOpen notion picture captioning required. 1. A notion picture
theater that offers nore than ten notion picture showi ngs per week shal
provide scheduled showi ngs of notion pictures with open nption picture
captioning for at least one quarter of all showings of a notion picture
with four or nore showi ngs during a one-week tine period. Provided that
no nore than four open captioning show ngs of a single notion picture
shall be required in a one-week tine period.

2. Anotion picture that is produced and distributed wthout open
notion picture captioning is not subject to the provisions of subdivi-
sion one of this section.

3. At least half of the schedul ed showi ngs required pursuant to subdi-
vision one of this section shall begin and end wthin peak nption
picture attendance hours, unless fewer than one in eight show ngs of a
notion picture is screened during peak notion picture attendance hours,
in which case this requirenent is net if all screenings of such notion
picture during peak notion picture attendance hours have open notion
pi cture captioning.

4. At least half of the schedul ed showi ngs required pursuant to subdi -
vision one of this section that are schedul ed outside of peak nption
picture attendance hours shall start after five fifty-nine in the even-
ing and finish before one mnute past eleven o'clock in the evening on
Mondays. Tuesdays. Wednesdays or Thursdays, unless fewer than one in
eight showings of a notion picture is screened after five fifty-nine in
the eveni ng on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays, in which case
this requirenent is net if all screenings of such notion picture during
such tinmes have open notion picture captioning.

5. No showing of a notion picture with open nption picture captioning
that overlaps with another showing of a nption picture with open npotion
picture captioning shall be counted toward the m ni mum nunber of show
ings required by this section except where it is not practicable to
avoi d such overl ap.

6. Nothing in this article shall prevent a notion picture theater from
showing nore notion pictures wth open captioning than required by
subdi vi sion one of this section.

7. A nption picture theater subject to the provisions of subdivision
one of this section shall advertise the date and tine of notion picture
showi ngs required by subdivision one in the sane nanner as the notion
picture theater advertises all other notion picture showi ngs and shal
indicate which showings will include open notion picture captioning

8. Every notion picture theater shall maintain docunents sufficient to
denpnstrate conpliance with the requirenents of this article for a peri-
od of at |least three years.

8 1452. Violations. Any nption picture theater that violates any of
the provisions of this article shall be subject to a civil penalty of up
to one hundred dollars for the first violation, and up to five hundred
dollars for each subsequent violation
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8 1453. Preenption. The provisions of this article are cunulative and
supplenental and shall not apply within any nmunicipality that, by ordi-
nance or resolution, has adopted provisions requiring scheduled show ngs
of notion pictures with open notion picture captioning that are equal to
or nore stringent than the provisions of this article.

8 1454. Exenptions. Independent cinenmas not affiliated with a cinenmna
chain, not-for-profit cinemas, or any notion picture theater wth one
location and one screen showing novies four tines or |ess per week are
not required to show novies with open captions.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




