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STATE OF NEW YORK

4595

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2025

Introduced by M of A JENSEN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing certain
statewi de literacy education prograns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding 4 new
subdi vi sions 63, 64, 65, and 66 to read as foll ows:

63. The conmi ssioner shall establish standards for an early education
programto be provided by a school district to children in the district
aged four and five years old. Such program shall include:

(a) standards for a locally designed, evidence-based programt hat
neets Head Start 1 Program Performance Standards and ot her federal stan-
dards required for early education programs to receive federal funding

(b) a requirenent that a teacher in charge of a programhold a valid
teaching certificate fromthe state of New York; and either

(i) have satisfactorily conpleted a mninmumof six credit hours in
early chil dhood education or conplete the mininum credit hours wthin
two vears of the date the teacher's enploynent with the early education
program begins; or

(ii) have two or nore years of experience teaching Kkindergarten or
anot her early education program and have conpleted additional coursework
related to reading instruction, as required by the departnent:;

(c) developnentally appropriate objectives for children four and five
years of age;

(d) accommmodations for the needs of all early education children and
their famlies regardl ess of socioeconom ¢ circunstances; and

(e) standards for day in session requirenents appropriate for children
four and five years of age.

64. (a) The commissioner shall design and inplenent a statew de
parents as teachers programfor the benefit of children who are under

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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five years of age. The program shall provide a systemof early chil dhood
education that:

(i) is evidence-based;

(ii) involves parents;

(iii) is <consistent with available research and best practices for
high quality early chil dhood education;

(iv) incorporates guidelines adopted by the departnent for early
| earning that:

(A) enhance school readiness;

(B) increase parent understanding of child devel opnent and devel op-
nental nilestones:;

(O increase identification of health problens and devel opnenta
del ays through requl ar screenings; and

(D) increase parental involvenent; and

(v) provides for effective and efficient coordination with or expan-
sion of early education prograns operating in the state, to the extent
permtted by |aw.

(b) A school district shall, to the extent space is needed and avail -
able, provide for the use of a roomin a school at no charge to support
the program established under this subdivision. The departnment shal
devel op and enter into local partnerships to inplenent the program
established under this subdivision.

65. (@A) The conmm ssioner shall establish a reading programto provide
direct support for and intervention in intensive reading intervention
services annually in the lowest-perfornmng twenty-five percent of
school s serving students in kindergarten through grade three as deter-
mned by the conmssioner. The conmissioner shall determ ne how nany
schools nmay be adequately served by the departnent's reading specialists
and select schools fromthe |owest perfornming twenty-five percent of
schools to participate in the reading program A school participating in
the reading program that renmnins in the |owest-performng twenty-five
percent of schools nmay apply to participate in the reading program again
in the followi ng school year. Such prograns shall

(i) use acadenmic and reading performance data to identify | ow perfornm
ing schools;

(ii) establish an application process for school districts to apply to
participate in the program

(iii) select low perform ng schools fromthe schools that apply to
participate in the program

(iv) enploy and assign reading specialists to direct the inplenenta-
tion of the intensive reading intervention services established under
section eight hundred nineteen of this title by:

(A) nodeling effective instructional strategies for teachers by work-
ing reqularly with students as a class, in small groups, or individual-
Ly:

(B) coaching and nentoring teachers and staff in reading instruction
with an enphasis on prioritizing tine in a nanner that has the greatest
positive effects on student achi evenent;

C) training teachers in data analysis and using data to differentiate
instruction;

(D) leading and supporting reading | eadership teans; and

(E) reporting on school and student performance to the departnent;

(v) establish a reporting process for each reading specialist to
submt updates to the departnent on inplenentation of the program

(vi) work with reading specialists to create specific inprovenent

goal s for each school selected, including neasures of interimprogress;
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Vii sel ect and purchase additional reading naterial for each schoo
selected to supplenent the intensive reading intervention services;

(viii) pay travel and associated costs for a reading specialist to
attend relevant training sessions identified by or hosted by the depart-
nent ; and

(ix) periodically review staff devel opnent prograns for their effec-
tiveness in developing reading skills and, after consultation with
school districts and experts, recommend to the board for approval staff
devel opnent progranms that:

(A) have been proven to assess and accelerate student progress toward
reachi ng readi ng conpetency:;

(B) provide explicit and systematic skill developnent in the areas of
phonenmic awareness, phonics, vocabulary developnent., reading fluency.
oral language skills, and reading conprehension;

(O are evidence-based and reliable;

(D) provide initial and ongoing analysis of student progress toward
reachi ng readi ng conpetency; and

(E) include texts on core acadenic content to assist students in nain-
taining or neeting grade-appropriate proficiency in acadenic subjects in
addition to reading.

(b) A school selected to participate in the reading program estab-
li shed under this subdivision shall

(i) ensure that a reading specialist assigned to the school is not
required to performfunctions that divert fromthe duties the departnent
has assigned to the reading specialist;

(ii) coordinate with the reading specialist or specialists to redesign
the school's daily schedule to dedicate tine to reading programactiv-
ities, including intensive reading intervention services identified in a
witten agreenent between the school and the departnent:;

(iii) present on the reading programestablished under this section
and the intensive reading intervention services established under
section eight hundred nineteen of this title at a public neeting with a
presentation including:

(A the data the departnment used to identify the school as eligible
for the reading program

(B) a detailed overview of the reading programand intensive reading
intervention services;

(© a tineline for inplenenting the intensive reading intervention
services and neeting reading inprovenent goals; and

(D) the inplications of the programfor students, famlies, and educa-
tors;

(iv) provide notice of the public neeting required under subparagraph
(iii) of this paragraph to the parent or guardian of each student at
| east seven days before the date of the neeting;

(v) present an annual update on the school's inplenentation of the
reading programand intensive reading intervention services at a public
neeting with notice provided to the parent or guardian of each student
at | east seven days before the date of the neeting; and

vi) create partnershi ps between the school, the fanmlies of students
and the community that focus on pronoting reading and increasing the
anount of tine that students spend reading.

(c) The departnent may enploy a person as a reading specialist under
this subdivision if the person:

(i) holds a valid teacher certificate fromthe state of New York;

i has conpl eted an approved graduate programat an approved insti-
tution of higher education; and either:
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A) has conpleted a supervised practicum or internshi as a readin
specialist; or

(B) has at least three vyears of full-tine, denpnstrated classroom
teachi ng experience where reading instruction was a primary responsibil-
ity; and

(iii) is know edgeabl e about and denpbnstrates conpetency in reading
instruction, including:

A) an under st andi ng of phonem c awareness honi cs, vocabul ary devel -
opment, reading fluency, oral |anguage skills, and reading conprehen-
sion;

(B) know edge of and experience in inplenenting effective reading
instruction strategies and intervention nethods:;

(C) experience in designing and inplenenting a school -w de response to
an intervention programor nmulti-tiered system support nodel;

(D) an understandi ng of and experience in reading screenings and data
anal yses that informinstruction;

(E) know edge of dyslexia and other learning disorders that affect
readi ng achi evenent:; and

(F) know edge of and an ability to effectively articulate the nethods,
issues, and resources involved in support of student instruction to a
wide variety of audiences, including staff, parents, and students whose
primary | anguage is other than English.

66. The conm ssioner., to inplenent the district reading intervention
services established under section eight hundred nineteen of this title,
shal | :

(a) adopt a statewide screening tool to adnminister to students in
ki ndergarten through grade three to identify students with reading defi -
ciencies, including students wth characteristics of dyslexia; the
screeni ng tool nust eval uate:

(i) phonem c awareness, letter naming fluency, letter sound fluency,
and letter word sound fluency of students in kindergarten;

(ii) letter word sound fluency and oral reading fluency of students in
grade one; and

(iii) vocabulary and oral reading fluency of students in grades two
and three;

(b) support teachers of kindergarten through grade three by:

(i) admnistering the statewi de screening tool three tines each schoo
year, once in the fall, once in the winter, and once in the spring. to
all students in kindergarten through grade three, with the exception of
students who denpnstrate sufficient reading skills on the first screen-
ing of the school vyear:

(ii) providing nethods to nonitor student progress;

(iii) providing targeted instruction based on student needs as deter-
mned by the results of the screening tool; and

(iv) providing additional assistance as determ ned by the departnent;

(c) provide training to school district staff related to using the
results of the statew de screening tool and understandi ng evi dence-based
reading interventions, including explicit and systematic instruction in
phoneni ¢ _awar eness, phoni cs, vocabulary developnent, reading fluency,
oral language skills, and reading conprehension;

(d) require that districts identify the early education prograns
attended by students and report to the departnent the average score on
each perfornmance screening tool by students in grades kindergarten
through three who:

i) attended a state-approved early education progra

(ii) attended a head start program
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iii) attended a private early education progra and

(iv) did not attend an early education program

(e) establish a process that allows the conm ssioner to waive, upon
request, use of the statewide screening tool required under this
subsection by a school district if the school district has adopted an
evi dence-based readi ng screening tool and the screening tool is approved
by the departnent; and

(f) review, approve, and assist districts developing alternative
standardi zed reading screening tools in any |language for use by school
districts.

8 2. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 819 to read
as foll ows:

8 819. District reading intervention program 1. (a) Each schoo
district shall offer intensive reading intervention services to students
in kindergarten through grade three who exhibit a reading deficiency to
assi st students in achieving reading proficiency at or above grade |evel
by the end of grade three. The district shall provide such intensive
reading intervention services in addition to the core reading instruc-
tion that is provided to all students in the general education class-
room The intensive reading intervention services shall:

(i) be provided by a district reading teacher, or paraprofessiona
under the supervision of a reading teacher, to all students in grades
ki ndergarten through three who are determined to have a reading defi-
ciency based on the statew de screening tool adopted under subdivision
sixty-six of section three hundred five of this title;

(ii) provide explicit and systenmatic instruction in phonemic aware-
ness, phonics, vocabulary developnent, reading fluency, oral |anguage
skills, and reading conprehension, as necessary;

(iii) use evidence-based reading intervention nethods that have shown
proven results in accelerating student reading achi evenent;

(iv) include instruction with detailed explanations, extensive oppor-
tunities for guided practice, and opportunities for error correction and
f eedback;

(v) incorporate daily targeted small group reading instruction based
on student needs;

(vi) nonitor the reading progress of each student's reading skills
t hr oughout the school year and adjust instruction according to student

needs:;
(vii) be inplenented during reqular school hours through any avail abl e
nethod, including in person or through online delivery by teachers or

specialty readi ng coaches;
(viii) be reviewed based on a departnent-approved response to inter-

vention or nulti-tiered system support npdels., addressing additiona
support and services needed to renedy identified needs; and

(ix) support reading intervention at hone by parents or guardians by
offering a list of adult literacy resources and organi zations, providing
opportunities for parent or guardian participation in training work-
shops, and encouraging regular parent or guardi an-guided hone reading
activities.

(b) In addition to the reading intervention services provided under
paragraph (a) of this subdivision, a school district shall provide an
individual reading inprovenent plan for each student in kindergarten
through grade three who is deternmned to have a reading deficiency based
on the statewi de screening tool. An individual reading inprovenent plan
devel oped under this section nust:
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(i) be inplenented not later than thirty days after identification of
the readi ng deficiency;

(ii) be created by the student's reading teacher in consultation with
the school principal, the student's parent or guardian, and other perti-
nent district staff;

(iii) describe the evidence-based reading intervention services the
student wll receive to achieve and denonstrate sufficient reading
skills:;

iv) include a process for nonitorin rogress and adjusting the | an
based on student needs; and

(v) provide to the student's parent or guardian at least ten reading
progress updates each school vyear.

2. A student in grade three shall denonstrate sufficient reading
skills to progress to grade four. If it is deternm ned, based on a state-
wi de screening admnistered in the spring, that a student in grade three
has a reading deficiency, and the student does not denobnstrate suffi-
cient reading skills to progress to grade four, the student's teacher
and other pertinent district staff shall notify and attenpt to neet with
the student's parent or guardian no later than forty-five days before
the end of the school year to explain that the student is not prepared
to progress to grade four. Follow ng such neeting, the parent or guardi -
an may decide that the student will not progress to grade four or decide
to progress the student to grade four by signing a waiver devel oped by
the departnent acknow edging that the student is not prepared and agree-
ing that the student will participate in an additional twenty hours of
individual reading inprovenent plan intervention services during the
sunmer before the student enters grade four. If no parent or guardian
attends the neeting or if the parent or guardi an does not deternine
whet her the student will progress to the next grade, the superintendent
or the superintendent's designee shall, after considering the student's
best interests and whether the student has previously not progressed to
the next grade, determne whether the student will progress to grade
four. If a superintendent or superintendent's designee decides that a
student in Kkindergarten through grade three will not progress to the
next grade, the district or school in which the student is enrolled
shall provide imediate oral and witten notification to the student's
parent or guardian. Upon such notification, the student's parent or
guardian retains the right to progress the student to grade four by
signing a waiver developed by the departnent acknow edging that the
student is not prepared and agreeing that the student will participate
in an additional twenty hours of individual reading inprovenent plan
intervention services during the sumer before the student enters grade
four.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary
for the inmplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




