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STATE OF NEW YORK

4588

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2025

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Energy

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to New York state
renewabl e el ectric generation pilot prograns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding a new section
73-b to read as fol |l ows:

8 73-b. New York state renewable electric generation pilot prograns.
1. The commi ssion shall establish New York state renewable electric
generation pilot prograns to authorize the devel opnment of up to three
hundred negawatts of renewable electric capacity statewide, in order to
stinmulate the growth of clean, affordable, and reliable sources of ener-
gy and to foster new partnerships between electric corporations, energy
producers and energy custoners in New York state.

2. (a) The commission shall oversee the inplenentation of the pilot
prograns and shall direct electric corporations to build or cause to be
built renewable energy facilities to be financed under terns established
through an order of the conmmission which shall authorize capital and
operating costs to be recovered in the corporations rate base and to
earn a reasonable return over a period to be determned by the comis-
sion, provided that the corporation shall, at mninum provide the
conm ssion with the foll ow ng:

(i) A detailed description and economc evaluation of the proposed
i nvest nment ;

(ii) A discussion of the costs, benefits, and risks of the proposal
including an analysis of the costs, benefits, and rate inplications to
the participating custoners, to the conpany's default service custoners,
and to the utility's distribution custoners:;
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(iii) A description of any equipnent or installation specifications,
solicitations, and procurenents it has inplenented or intends to inple-
nent ;

(iv) A showing that it has nade reasonable efforts to involve |ocal
businesses in its program

(v) Evidence of conpliance with all applicable emssion linmtations;
and

(vi) A copy of any custoner contracts or agreenents to be executed as
part of the program

(b) Renewabl e generation facilities eligible to be constructed and
financed under the New York state renewable electric generation pil ot
prograns shall

(i) generate electricity through use of the following technologies:
solar; wi nd; photovoltaics; tidal; geothermal; and fuel cells; or

(ii) generate electricity through |lowinpact, run-of-river hydroel ec-
tric electric generating equipment with capacity up to thirty negawatts
with no new storage inpoundnent;

(iii) be manufactured, installed and operated in accordance with
applicable government and industry standards;

(iv) connect to the electric systemand operated in parallel wth an
electric corporation's transm ssion and distribution facilities;

(v) operate in conpliance with any standards and requirenents estab-
lished by the conmm ssion; and

(vi) be located within the state, including facilities that consist of
cust oner-owned or | eased generators.

(c) Authorize electric corporations to own an equity interest in such
facilities and allow partnerships wth independent power producers,
devel opers, and/or custoner-owned or | eased generators.

8§ 2. The public service conmm ssion shall provide an annual report on
or before the first day of June to the governor, the tenporary president
of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the mnority | eader of the
senate, and the mnority | eader of the assenbly reporting the progress
of their efforts and the effects of the programon the environnment and
public. Such report shall identify each facility participating in the
pilot project and shall include, but not be limted to, information on
each energy source or sources used for generation at such facility; the
sum capacity, in nmegawatts, of all electrical generating equi prment used
by the facility; the date the facility will begin or has begun generat-
ing electricity; and the nunber and category of custoner-owned or |eased
generators.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
not |ater than the one hundred eightieth day after this act shall have
becone a law, the public service conmssion shall have in place a
conmpetitive process which shall be open to electric corporations.




