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STATE OF NEW YORK

4464

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2025

Introduced by M of A BARCLAY -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to establishing the
| egi sl ative sunset advi sory conmi ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "New York
State Legislative Sunset Act™
8§ 2. The legislative lawis anended by adding a new article 4-B to
read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 4-B
LEGQ SLATI VE SUNSET ADVI SORY COWM SSI ON

Section 74. Conmission created; terns and qualifications of nenbers.
75. Expenses, enpl oyees.
76. Purposes of the conm ssion.
77. Report and recommendati ons.
78. lnpact on enpl oyees.

8 74. Conmmi ssion created; ternms and qualifications of nenbers. A
legislative sunset advisory comm ssion is hereby created, to consist of
the chairperson and ranking mnority nenbers of the governnental oper-
ations and governnental enployees conmittees of the assenbly, the chair-
person and ranking mnority nenbers of the investigation and governnent
operations and the civil service and pensions comrittees in the senate,
two ad hoc appointees by the lieutenant governor, and one nenber
appointed by each of the speaker of the assenbly, mnority |eader of the
assenbly, tenporary president of the senate, and nmnority |eader of the
senate. The nenbers first appointed by the speaker of the assenbly,
mnority |leader of the assenbly, tenporary president of the senate, and
mnority leader of the senate shall be appointed for two years. The ad
hoc nenbers first appointed by the lieutenant governor shall be

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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appointed for such terns that the term of one nenber will expire on each
succeeding thirty-first day of Decenber. The term of a nenber thereafter
appoi nted, except to fill a vacancy occurring otherw se than by expira-
tion of term shall be five vears fromthe expiration of the term of
their predecessor. A vacancy in the office of a nenber appointed by the
| i eutenant governor occurring otherwise than by expiration of term
shall be filled by the |ieutenant governor for the remainder only of the
term Menbers of the leqgislative sunset advisory comm ssion shall deter-
m ne the chairperson by a majority vote of conm ssion nenbers. A nmmjori-
ty of non-ad hoc nenbers present represents a guorum

8 75. Expenses, enployees. Each of the ad hoc nenbers of the conm s-
sion appointed by the |lieutenant governor shall receive necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of official duty. The conmni ssion
nmay appoi nt such enpl oyees as may be needed, prescribe their duties, and
fix their conpensation wthin the anmount appropriated for the conm s-
si on.

8 76. Purposes of the commission. It shall be the duty of the |egisla-
tive sunset advisory conm ssion, in consultation with the state conp-
troller, to review each state agency on a ten-year basis to determ ne
whet her a public need exists for the continuation or reformation of the
state agency and its functions and operations. Wien determnm ni ng whet her
a public need exists for the continuation of refornation of a state
agency and its functions and operations, the commssion and its staff
shall consider the following criteria:

1. the efficiency and effectiveness with which the agency operates:;

2. an identification of the mssion, goals, and objectives intended
for the agency and of the problemor need that the agency was intended
to address;

3. the extent to which the mission, goals, and objectives have been
achi eved and the problemor need has been addressed;

4. an identification of any activities of the agency in addition to
those granted by statute and of the authority for those activities and
the extent to which those activities are needed;

5. an assessnent of authority of the agency relating to fees,
inspections, enforcenent, and penalties;

6. whether less restrictive or alternative nethods of performng any
function that the agency perfornms could adequately protect or provide
service to the public;

7. the extent to which the jurisdiction of the agency and the prograns
adm ni stered by the agency overlap or duplicate those of other agencies,

the extent to which the agency coordinates with those agencies, and the
extent to which the prograns admini stered by the agency can be consol -

idated with the prograns of other state agencies:;

8. the pronptness and effectiveness with which the agency addresses
conplaints concerning entities or other persons affected by the agency.
including an assessnent of the agency's adnministrative hearings process;

9. an assessnent of the agency's rul enaking process and the extent to
which the agency has encouraged participation by the public in nmaking
its rules and decisions and the extent to which the public participation
has resulted in rules that benefit the public;

10. the extent to which the agency has conplied with federal and state
|laws and applicable rules regarding equality of enploynent opportunity
and the rights and privacy of individuals, and state |law and applicable
rules of any state agency regarding purchasing guidelines and prograns
for historically underutilized businesses;
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11. the extent to which the agency issues and enforces rules relating
to potential conflicts of interest of its enpl oyees:;

12. the effect of federal intervention or loss of federal funds if the
agency is abolished; and

13. the extent to which the purpose and effectiveness of reporting
requirenents inposed on the agency justifies the continuation of the
requirenent.

8 77. Report and recommendations. 1. The leqgislative sunset advisory

comm ssion shall, every thirty-first day of Decenber, issue a report to
the governor and the legislature on the state agencies reviewed in the
previ ous cal endar year. The report shall include:

(a) findings regarding the criteria prescribed by section seventy-six
of this article;

(b) recomendations on the abolition, continuation., or reorgani zation
of each affected state agency and its functions and operations, and on
the need for the performance of the functions and operations of the
agency;

(c) recommendations on the consolidation, transfer, or reorganization
of progranms within state agencies not under review when the prograns
duplicate functions perforned in agencies under review

(d) nmake recommendations to inprove the functions and operations of
the agency, including managenent recommendations that do not require a
change in the agency's enabling statute; and

(e) neke recommendations on the continuation or abolition of each
reporting requirenent inposed on the agency by | aw

2. The legislative sunset advisory conmm ssion shall hold at |east one
public hearing upon nmaking a recomendati on pursuant to subdivision one
of this section.

3. State agencies shall provide notice to: (a) all enployee | abor
organi zations operating wthin., or representing enployees of, the
affected state agency; and (b) nmanagerial and confidential enployees
enpl oyed within the affected state agency at |least twelve nonths prior
to any abolition, redesign, recomended efficiency, or any alteration
that may inpact enploynent as a result of an action taken by the [|egqis-
lative sunset advisory conm Ssion.

4. The legislative sunset advisory conm ssion shall include the esti -
mated fiscal inpact of its recommendations and may recommend appropri -
ation levels for certain prograns to inprove the operations of the state

agency.
5. Suggested actions of the legislative sunset advisory conm SSion

shall have the force of |aw unless acted upon by the |egislature.

8 78. lnpact on enployees. Any enployee inpacted by the abolition,
continuation, or reorganization of a reviewed state agency and its func-
tions and operations shall be provided with an opportunity to accept
simlar enploynent within state governnent with the sanme salary and
benefits provided at the tine the state agency is abolished, continued,
or _reorgani zed

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




