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STATE OF NEW YORK

4073

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2025

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM FORREST, LEVENBERG -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law, in relation to providing doula
services at all «correctional institutions and |ocal correctiona
facilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The correction law is anended by adding a new section 611-b
to read as foll ows:

8 611-b. Doula services. 1. For purposes of this section, the term
"doula" nmeans a trained person who provides continuous physical
enotional and informational support to a pregnhant person and the famly
before, during or shortly after childbirth, for the purpose of assisting
a pregnant person through the birth experience; or a trained person who
supports the famly of a newborn during the first days and weeks after
childbirth, providing evidence-based information, practical help and
advice to the famly on newborn care, self-care and nurturing of the new
famly unit.

2. The departnent shall retain an organization to make at | east two
doulas at any given tine available to provide doula services twice a
week, for four hours, at all correctional institutions and |ocal correc-
tional facilities that house incarcerated individuals who identify as
female, as well as to provide doula services during |abor and delivery,
upon request.

3. The departnent shall ensure that doula services are available at a
frequency to be determned by factors including available departnent
resources and exigent circunstances. The departnent shall permt doul as
to access any nursery run by the departnent or a local correctiona
facility, to access areas where programring is typically provided and to
acconpany i ncarcer at ed individuals to nedical appointnents, upon
request. Al known pregnant individuals in the custody of the depart-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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nent or a local correctional facility shall be permtted to utilize
doul a services in labor, delivery and postpartumroons.

4. No later than January fifteenth, two thousand twenty-seven and
every six nmonths thereafter, the departnent shall provide to the gover-
nor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assem
bly and publish on its website, in a machine readable format, a report
on the nunber of doula service hours provided., the types of services
provided, and the nunber of incarcerated individuals served in the
previ ous six-nonth peri od.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




