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STATE OF NEW YORK

4065

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2025

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Consuner Affairs and Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to requiring
social media networks to verify the age of account hol ders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by addi ng a new section
394-cccc to read as foll ows:

8 394-cccc. 1. For the purposes of this section, the following terns
shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Account holder" shall nmean a person who has, or opens, an account
or profile to use a social nedia network's platform

(b) "Division" shall nean the consuner protection division established
pursuant to section ninety-four-a of the executive | aw

(c) "Social nedia network" shall have the sane neaning as set forth in
paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section three hundred ninety-four-
ccc of this article.

2. A social nedia network shall verify the age of an existing or new
soci al nedia account hol der:

(a) for a new account, within thirty calendar days of the date the
account hol der opens the account; or

(b) for an existing account, if the account holder has not provided
age verification, wthin thirty cal endar days of such account holder's
first attenpt to access such account after the effective date of this
section.

3. A social nedia network shall use a third party vendor to conplete
the age verification required pursuant to subdivision two of this
section.

4. |f an account holder fails to conplete the age verification
requi red pursuant to this section within the required tine period, the
social nmedia network shall deny access to the account:
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(a) upon the expiration of the tine period; and

(b) until all age verification requirenents are net.

5. The division shall

(a) establish processes or neans by which a social nedia network nay

neet the age verification requirenents under this section
(b) establish acceptable forne or nethods of identification, which

shal | i nclude but shall not be limted to a valid identification issued

by a governnent entity;

(c) establish processes for providing confirmation of the receipt of
any information provided by an account hol der seeking to verify their
age pursuant to this section;

(d) establish requirenents for retaining, protecting, and securely
disposing of any information obtained by a social nedia network or its
agent as a result of conpliance with the age verification requirenents
under this section;

(e) require that any information obtained by a social nedia conpany or
its agent as a result of conpliance with the age verification require-
nments under this section shall be retained for the sole purpose of such
conpliance and shall not be used for any other purpose; and

(f) require other applicable state agencies to conply with the age
verification requirenments under this section.

8§ 2. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
inpair, or invalidate the renainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even iif such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




