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STATE OF NEW YORK

4026

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2025

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to enacting the
"New York state window tinting safety and enforcenent act"; and making
an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York state window tinting safety and enforcenent act".

8§ 2. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that non-conpliant
wi ndow tinting presents a safety hazard by reducing visibility for driv-
ers and law enforcenent officers. Although New York state currently
limts the allowable | evel of tint on vehicle w ndows, enforcenent of
this law has proven inconsistent. The intent of this legislationis to
i ncrease conpliance through enhanced enforcenent measures, stiffer
penalties, and public awareness canpaigns, with the goal of reducing
dangerous driving conditions and inproving | aw enforcenent safety.

8 3. Subdivision 12-a of section 375 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anmended by addi ng two new paragraphs (g) and (h) to read as foll ows:

(g) Any person convicted of a violation of this subdivision shall for
a first conviction thereof be punished by a fine of up to two hundred
dollars; for a conviction of a second or subsequent violation such

person shall be punished by a fine of up to five hundred dollars; upon
conviction of a third or subsequent violation, all of which were comit-
ted within a period of two years, such person shall be subject to a
vehicle registration suspension until such tine as such personis in
conpliance with this subdivision

(h) Law enforcenent agencies shall conduct quarterly w ndow tint
enforcenent sweeps in high traffic areas to enforce conpliance with this
subdivision. law enforcenent agencies shall wuse light transni ssion

neters during such window tint enforcenent sweeps to assess conpliance
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with this subdivision. Law enforcenment agencies may use light trans-
nm ssion neters during routine traffic stops to assess conpliance with
this subdivision

8 4. Paragraph 1 of subdivision (c) of section 301 of the vehicle and
traffic law is amended by adding a new subparagraph (c) to read as
foll ows:

(c) A light transm ssion neter shall be used during the course of a
safety inspection to deternm ne whether any front side wi ndow is conposed
of, covered by or treated with any material which has a light transmt-
tance of less than seventy percent pursuant to subparagraph (a) of this
paragraph. A deternination that any front side window is conposed of,
covered by or treated with any naterial which has a light transmttance
of less than seventy percent in violation of section three hundred
seventy-five of this title shall be a reason for autonatic failure of
this inspection.

§ 5. (a) The departnent of motor vehicles shall conduct a public
education canpaign to informvehicle owners about the updated penalties
and enforcement procedures for violations of subdivision 12-a of section
375 and subdivision (c) of section 301 of the vehicle and traffic |aw

Such canpai gn shall include, but not be limted to, digital nedia, nail-
ers, and updates on such department's website to educate drivers on the
dangers of illegal tint and the current tint laws pursuant to subdivi-

sion 12-a of section 375 of the vehicle and traffic | aw.

(b) The departnment of notor vehicles shall provide free tint cards to
vehicle owners to all ow such vehicle owners to i ndependently check the
compliance of their windowtints with state | aw

(c) The departnment of notor vehicles shall prepare and subnit a report
to the legislature on an annual basis. Such report shall include, but
not be linmted to:

(i) the nunber of safety inspection failures due to non-conpliance
with window tint requirenents pursuant to section 301 of the vehicle and
traffic law, and

(ii) the nunber of violations issued for non-conpliance with w ndow
tint requirenents pursuant to section 375 of the vehicle and traffic
law, including data fromquarterly wi ndow tint enforcenent sweeps.

8§ 6. The sumof two million dollars ($2,000,000) or so nuch thereof as
may be deened necessary, is hereby appropriated to | aw enforcenent agen-
cies out of any npneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the
credit of such | aw enforcenment agencies, not otherw se appropriated, and
made immediately available for the purposes of carrying out the
provi sions of this act, including providing Iight transm ssion nmeters to
such law enforcement agencies and training | aw enforcenent officers on
the use of such neters to effectively enforce w ndow tint |aws. Such
moneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on
vouchers certified or approved by the conmi ssioner of notor vehicles in
the manner prescribed by |aw.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.



