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STATE OF NEW YORK

3982

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2025

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal |aw and the education law, in relation to the
mandat ory reporting of school safety threats

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 240.64 to
read as foll ows:

8 240.64 Failure to report a school safety threat.

A person is quilty of failure to report a school safety threat when
such person who becones aware of a threat against a school, student, or
educational institution through social nedia or any other witten,
verbal, or electronic comunication platformfails to imediately report
such threat to local law enforcenent authorities; provided, however,
that the provisions of this section shall not apply to individuals who
are under the age of thirteen or whose judgnent is otherwi se inpaired.
Reports of school safety threats may be nmade via tel ephone, email, or in
person. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "School safety threat" neans actions, statenents, including wit-
ten, verbal, or electronic comunication, or a pattern of behavior by a
student that indicates an intent to physically harm another student,
anyone enployed in the school, any nenber of the general public, or
thenself, including but not linmted to any witten, verbal, or electron-
ic comunication that suggests intent to harm students, staff, schoo
property, or disrupt the educational environnent.

2. "Social nedia" shall nean any internet-based platform that allows
users to create, share, or exchange information, ideas, and nedia,
including but not limted to Facebook, X, Instagram Ti kTok, and Snapc-
hat .

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. "law enforcenent authorities" shall nean |ocal police departnents,
school resource officers, or any other law enforcement agency wth

jurisdictional authority over a school or public institution where a
safety threat is made.

Any person or entity acting reasonably and in good faith in conpliance
with this section shall not be subject to crimnal, civil or adnministra-
tive liability solely by reason of such action.

Failure to report a school safety threat is a class A m sdeneanor.

§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 2803 to read
as foll ows:

8 2803. Mandatory reporting of school safety threats. 1. (a) Any indi-
vidual who becones aware of a threat against a school., student, or
educational institution through social nedia or any other witten,
verbal ., or electronic comunication shall report it inmediately to | ocal
law enforcenent authorities. Such reports nmay be nmade via tel ephone,
email., or in person

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of this subdivision shall not
apply to individuals who are under the age of thirteen or whose nental
judgnent is otherw se inpaired.

2. (a) The departnent., in partnership with law enforcenent agencies,
shall devel op a statew de education programto informstudents, parents,
teachers, and school staff about the inportance of reporting school
safety threats and the consequences of failing to do so pursuant to
section 240.64 of the penal |aw

(b) Schools shall conduct annual training sessions to ensure that
students and staff understand their responsibilities pursuant to this
section.

3. The departnent, in collaboration with local |aw enforcenent agen-
cies, shall establish rules and reqgulations for processing and respond-
ing to school safety threats reported pursuant to this section, includ-
ing identifying, investigating, and responding to credible and
non-credi bl e school safety threats efficiently.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




