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STATE OF NEW YORK

3977

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2025

Introduced by M of A TAPIA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "limt-
ed- scope wound care specialist certification act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "limted-scope wound care specialist certification act".
8 2. The education law is anended by adding a new article 169 to read
as foll ows:
ARTICLE 169
CERTIFI ED LI M TED- SCOPE WOUND CARE SPECI ALI STS
Section 8860. lLegislative findings and purpose.
8861. Definitions.
8862. Linited-scope wound care specialist certification program
8863. Scope of practice.
8864. Immunity fromliability.
8865. Enforcenent and requl ation.
8 8860. lLegislative findings and purpose. The legislature hereby finds
that:
1. Mnor flesh wounds are conmon anpng vul nerabl e popul ations, includ-
ing those suffering fromdrug abuse or experiencing honel essness.
2. Non-profit organizations often serve these conmunities, providing
essential services where access to nedical care is limted
3. Enpowering individuals in non-profits with the skills to adnmnister
basic wound care, including the application of antibacterial and hygi en-
ic solutions, wll inprove public health outcones and prevent conpli -
cations fromuntreated wounds.
4. This certification is intended to be sinmilar to CPR certification,
providing accessible and practical training wthout replacing profes-
sional nedical care

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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8 8861. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the followng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Mnor flesh wound® neans a wound that involves a break in the
skin, such as cuts, scrapes, and abrasions, which does not penetrate
deeper tissues or require suturing by a |licensed nedical professional.

2. "Non-profit organization" neans an organi zation recogni zed as tax-
exenpt under section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code., which oper-
ates for charitable, educational, or other exenpt purposes.

3. "lLimted-scope wound care certification" neans a certification
granted under this article, authorizing an individual to provide first
aid and basic wound care for mnor flesh wounds, including the applica-
tion of antibacterial and hygienic solutions.

8§ 8862. Limted-scope wound care specialist certification program 1
The departnent shall establish a certification programfor limted-scope
wound care specialists, which shall be nodeled after existing cardiopul -
nonary resuscitation (CPR) prograns. Such programshall be open to al
i ndi vi dual s affiliated with a recognized non-profit organization
provi ded such individuals neet the educational and training requirenents
under this section.

2. To qualify for certification under this section, applicants shal
conplete a training course approved by the departnent, in collaboration

with the departnent of health., which shall include

(a) A mninum of one hundred hours of instruction on wound care prin-
ciples, including the cleaning, dressing, and nonitoring of mnor flesh
wounds;

(b) Instruction on the proper application of antibacterial and hyqgi en-
ic solutions to prevent infection;

(c) Instruction on recognizing when a wound requires escalation to
prof essional nedical care; and

(d) A hands-on practical assessnent to denpnstrate conpetency in wound
care techniques, including the application of antibacterial and hygienic
solutions.

3. a Upon successful conpletion of the training course established
under subdivision two of this section, applicants shall pass a witten
and practical exanination, devel oped by the departnent, to denonstrate
know edge and skill in administering wound care. |Individuals who pass
such exanmination shall be issued a linited-scope wound care speciali st
certification. Such certification shall be valid for a period of two
years and may be renewed pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(b) The departnent shall establish refresher courses to nmamintain
conpetency in wound care, and mininmumrefresher course requirenents for
renewal of the certification issued under this subdivision.

4. Certification as a |limted-scope wound care specialist shall be
strictly limted to individuals working with or volunteering for recog-
ni zed non-profit organi zations.

8 8863. Scope of practice. 1. Certification of |imted-scope wound
care specialists under this article shall be |limted to the care and
managenent of minor flesh wounds, including the cleaning and dressing of
wounds and application of antibacterial and hygienic solutions. Certi-
fied limted-scope wound care specialists shall not be authorized to
provide care for wounds that:

(a) Involve deeper tissues such as nuscles, tendons, or bones;

(b) Are severely contamnated or infected; or

(c) Require sutures or other advanced nedical interventions.

2. Certification as a limted-scope wund care specialist shall not
authorize an individual to provide wound care in hospitals, urgent care
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centers, or other nedical establishnents, including but not limted to
nur si ng hones and clinics.

3. Certification as a linmted-scope wound care specialist is not
intended to replace professional wund care certification or [licensure
required for healthcare professionals such as nurses, nor shall it

preclude a licensed nurse or other healthcare professional from acquir-
ing additional wound care certification.

8§ 8864. Inmmunity from liability. Individuals certified under this
article, and the non-profit organizations with which such individuals
are affiliated, shall be granted imunity fromecivil liability for acts

or om ssions during the adnministration of wound care, provided that such
care is rendered in good faith and in accordance with the scope of their
certification. Such imunity shall not apply in cases of qgross negli-
gence or willful m sconduct.

8§ 8865. Enforcenment and regqulation. 1. The departnent shall pronul gate
rules and requl ations necessary to inplenent and enforce the provisions
of this article.

2. The departnment shall oversee the approval of training progranms and
certification exam nations to ensure they neet the standards outlined in
this article.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall have becone a | aw. Effective inmediate-
ly, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




