OCoO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

3843

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2025

Introduced by M of A SIMON, ROSENTHAL, BURDI CK, DI NOW TZ, SEAWRI CHT --
read once and referred to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
declaring a policy of equal treatnment in the devel opnment and enforce-
ment of environnmental |aws, regulations and policies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 1 of section 1-0101 of
the environnmental conservation |aw is designated paragraph a and a new
paragraph b is added to read as foll ows:

b. It is further the policy of the state of New York that all people,
regardl ess of race, culture, national origin, income, gender identity or
expression, disability, or community of residence, shall be treated

equally with respect to the devel opnent, inplenentation and enforcenent
of environnental laws, regulations and policies. It is a basic right of
all New Yorkers to live and work in safe, healthful, productive and
aesthetically and culturally pleasing surroundings. This policy of envi-
ronnental justice is based on the concept of fundanmental fairness that
all people should be free fromany disproportionate exposure or risk of
exposure to pollution, and fromthe cunmul ative negative inpacts result-
ing fromthe disparate concentration of polluted sites or environnenta
facilities licensed, regulated or approved by state agencies, nor should
peopl e be deprived of locally accessible open space or other environ-
nental benefits due to lack of political or economc strength.

8 2. The opening paragraph of subdivision 3 of section 1-0101 of the
environmental conservation law is anended to read as foll ows:

It shall further be the policy of the state to foster, pronobte, create
and mai ntain conditions under which [mar] people and nature can thrive
in harnmony with each other, and achi eve social, econom c and technol og-
i cal progress for present and future generations by:

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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