OCOoO~NOUIRWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

3665

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 29, 2025

Introduced by M of A SIMONE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Cities

AN ACT to anend the nunicipal home rule law, in relation to the city
charter referendum process; and to repeal paragraphs (e), (f) and (9)
of subdivision 5 of section 36 of the nunicipal honme rule law, relat-
ing to limtations on the submitting of a question to the qualified
electors of a city when there is a question submtted by a charter
commi ssi on

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (e), (f) and (g) of subdivision 5 of section 36
of the rnunicipal honme rule | aw are REPEALED

8§ 2. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subdivision 5 of section 36 of the
muni ci pal hone rule | aw, as anended by chapter 592 of the |laws of 1964,
are anmended and a new paragraph (e) is added to read as foll ows:

(b) Such new charter or anendnents shall be conpleted and filed in the
office of the city clerk (i) no less than one hundred eighty days after
the charter comm ssion was created and organi zed, and no less than thir-
ty days after a charter conm ssion report has been nade public pursuant
to paragraph (a) of this subdivision, and (ii) in time for submssion to
the electors not later than the second general election after the char-
ter commission is created and organized. The local law or certificate
establishing the comission or, in the absence of such provision there-
in, the charter comr ssion shall provide for such publication or other
publicity in respect to the provisions of the proposed charter or anend-
nments as it may deem proper, and for submi ssion thereof to the electors
of the city at a general or special election held not earlier than sixty
days after the filing thereof in the office of the city clerk and not
| ater than the next general election which does not occur wthin the
sai d sixty days, provided, however, that if such general election occurs
within ninety days after the said filing, the proposed charter or amend-
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ments shall be subnmitted at such general election. At such election, if
a proposed new charter is subnmitted as a single proposal, there shall be
submtted to the qualified electors of the city the question: "Shall the
new city charter proposed by the city charter commi ssion be adopted ?"
The charter comm ssion may, however, require that its proposed charter
be submitted in two or nore parts so arranged that correspondi ng parts
of the existing charter shall remain in effect if one or nore of such
parts are not adopted, or may in lieu of a new charter subnit a revision
of the existing charter in one or nmore anendnents and may al so subm t
alternative charters or amendnents or alternative provisions to super-
sede designated portions of a proposed charter or anendnent if adopted

In such case the charter commission shall prescribe the form of the
questions to be subnitted, which shall be such as clearly to indicate
the effect of their approval.

(d) I'f any question subnmitted by the charter comm ssion receives the
affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the city
voting thereon, the proposal submtted thereby shall take effect as
specified therein and the new charter or the amendnment or amendnents to
the existing charter as so proposed shall becone operative as prescribed
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(e) Notwi thstanding paragraph (d) of this subdivision, if there is a

conflict between the provisions of two or nore proposals approved by the
electors at the sane election, the proposal receiving the |argest nunber
of affirmative votes shall prevail to the extent of such conflict.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

REPEAL NOTE. - - Par agraphs (e), (f) and (g) of subdivision 5 of section
36 of the nunicipal home rule | aw proposed to be repealed by this act
provides limtations including prohibition on subnmission by |ocal |aw,
ordinance, resolution or petition of a question to the qualified elec-
tors of a city when any question is submtted by a charter conm ssion.




