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STATE OF NEW YORK

3628

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 29, 2025

Introduced by M of A JONES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
Mount Van Hoevenberg O ynpi ¢ Sports Conpl ex

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 9 of the environnental conservation lawis amended
by adding a newtitle 23 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 23
THE MOUNT VAN HOEVENBERG O YMPI C SPORTS COVPLEX
Section 9-2301. legislative purpose and intent.
9-2302. Definitions.
9-2303. Construction, operation, and maintenance of the Munt
Van Hoevenberg Ad ynpic Sports Conpl ex.
9-2304. Land to be acquired for inclusion in the forest preserve
in the Adirondack park.
8§ 9-2301. legislative purpose and intent.

1. It is the intent of the legislature to hereby inplenent the anend-
ment to section one of article fourteen, of the New York state constitu-
tion pertaining to the Munt Van Hoevenberg A ynpic Sports Conpl ex
|l ocated on forest preserve lands in the town of North FElba in Essex
County.

2. The legislature further intends that inplenentation of the consti-
tutional anendnent should be acconplished in a nmanner that ensures the
integrity of the forest preserve land on which the sports conplex is
situated and results in a significant increase of forest preserve acre-
age in the Adirondack park.

3. The legislature intends that, as offset for the use of forest
preserve |ands for the sports conplex, the state shall acquire as an
addition to the forest preserve at least two thousand five hundred acres
of true forest land located in the Adirondack park. To ensure that such
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lands will be acquired and have characteristics suitable for inclusion
in to the forest preserve, the legislature intends to review and approve

the acquisition of such | ands.

4. For these reasons and as authorized by the provisions of section
one of article fourteen of the state constitution, the legislature finds
that it is in the public interest to hereby inplenent the constitutional
anendnent pertaining to the Munt Van Hoevenberg A ynpic Sports Conpl ex.
8§ 9-2302. Definitions.

For purposes of this title, the following terns shall have the foll ow
ing neani ngs:

1. "Appurtenances" shall nmean those facilities that are directly
related to and necessary for the construction, operation. maintenance,
and public use of npdern Nordic skiing and biathlon trails, such as
access roads, parking lots, sanitary facilities, offices, day |odges and
anenities, snowmaking. five kiloneter of paved training trails, and an

open-air Nordic skiing and biathlon stadium This term shall not
i ncl ude:
(a) facilities such as zip lines, hotels, condon niuns, Sw nmi ng

pools, all-terrain vehicles or off-road vehicles for public use, tennis
courts and other structures and inprovenents which are not directly
related to and necessary for operation. maintenance, and public use of
the sports conplex; or

(b) any structure |ocated at or above an elevation of two thousand two
hundred feet above sea level used for the sale of any goods, services,
ner chandi se, food, or beverage.

2. "Mount Van Hoevenberg A ynpic Sports Conpl ex" neans a one thousand
thirty-nine and two-tenths acre parcel of forest preserve |and |ocated
in the town of North Elba in Essex County on which the Mount Van Hoeven-
berg AQynpic Sports Conplex is currently |ocated. For purposes of this
title, land owned by the town of North Elba which is |ocated adjacent to
forest preserve land and over which the state has an easenent, including
land on which the Aynpic bobsled run is located, shall not be consid-
ered part of such sports conpl ex.

8 9-2303. Construction, operation, and nmmintenance of the Munt Van
Hoevenberg A ynpic Sports Conpl ex.

Not nore than three hundred twenty-two and twenty-six hundredths acres
of forest preserve land at the M©Munt Van Hoevenberg A ynpic Sports
Compl ex may be used for the construction, operation. and mai ntenance of
Nordic skiing and biathlon trails, and appurtenances thereto. Any and
all devel opnent at the sports conplex shall conform to qguidelines set
forth in the Adirondack park state land nmaster plan and shall be author-
ized by a wunit nmanagenent plan, as required by section eight hundred
sixteen of the executive |aw
8 9-2304. land to be acquired for inclusion in the forest preserve in

the Adirondack park

As an offset for the use of forest preserve |lands for the sports
conplex, the state shall acquire no less than two thousand five hundred
acres of land for inclusion in the forest preserve in the Adirondack
park, subject to legislative approval. Such approval shall include a
netes and bounds description and an accurate survey of the |ands
proposed for inclusion in the forest preserve.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane
manner as a "CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY proposi ng
an anmendnent to section 1 of article 14 of the constitution, in relation
to the Mount Van Hoevenberg O ynpic Sports Conplex in Essex County"
takes effect, in accordance with section 1 of article 19 of the consti-
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tution. Effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of

any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplementation of this
its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted on or
such effective date.

act on
bef ore



