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| N ASSEMBLY

January 27, 2025

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the judiciary law, in relation to excusing prospective
jurors fromjury service if they are a full-tine caregiver responsible
for the care of a person with a nental or physical condition that
causes such person to be incapable of caring for thenself

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 517 of the judiciary |law, as
anended by chapter 86 of the |aws of 1995, paragraphs 1 and 2 as anended
by chapter 380 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as follows:

(a) (1) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph two or three of this
subdi vi si on, the conm ssioner of jurors may, in [hs—er—her] their
discretion, on the application of a prospective juror who has been
sumoned to attend, excuse such prospective juror from a part or the
whole of the time of jury service or may postpone the time of jury
service to a later day during the sane or any subsequent term of the
court, provided that if the prospective juror is a breastfeeding [#sth—
er] person and submits with [her] their application a note froma physi-
cian indicating that the prospective juror is breastfeeding, the comm s-
sioner shall excuse the prospective juror or postpone the time of jury
service. The application shall be presented to the commi ssioner at such
time and in such manner as [he—e+—she] such conmi ssioner shall require
except that an application for postponenment of the initial date for jury
servi ce nmay be nade by tel ephone.

(2) An application for postponenent of jury service shall be granted
[ hereunder] pursuant to this section provided: (i) such service has not
al ready been postponed or excused, (ii) the application is nmade at such
time and in such manner as the comm ssioner of jurors requires, and
(iii) the postponenent is to a date certain when the court is in session
not nore than six nonths after the date on which such service otherw se
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is to conmence and such date is selected by t he prospective
juror, provided that if the prospective juror is a breastfeedi ng [#oth—
er] person, the postponenent date may be a date certain up to two years
after the date on which such service otherwise is to commence.

(3) An application to be excused fromjury service shall be granted if
the prospective juror provides a witten statenment under penalty of
perjury, in a formand nanner as the commssioner of jurors shal
require, that such prospective juror is a full-tinme caregiver responsi-
ble for the care of a person with a nental or physical condition that
causes such person to be incapable of caring for thenself.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




