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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 23, 2025

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL, COOK, EPSTEIN -- Milti-Sponsored by --
M  of A AICK -- read once and referred to the Comm ttee on Trans-
portation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to a pedestri-
an's right of way

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph 2 of subdivision (a) of section 1111 of the vehi-
cle and traffic law, as anmended by chapter 269 of the laws of 1984, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. Traffic, except pedestrians, facing a steady green arrow signal nay
cautiously enter the intersection only to nmake the novenent i ndicated by
such arrow, or such other novenent as is permitted by other indications
shown at the sane tine, except that a UUTurn may be nade by traffic
facing a left green arrow signal unless a sign prohibits such U-Turn or
such U-Turn is in violation of any other provision of law. Such traffic
shall yield the right of way to other traffic lawfully within the inter-
section [e+~———an] and pedestrians within a marked or unnmarked adjacent
cross walk at the intersection at the tinme such signal is exhibited.

§ 2. Paragraph 3 of subdivision (a) of section 1111 of the vehicle and
traffic |l aw, as anended by chapter 356 of the laws of 1971, is anended
to read as follows:

3. Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as
provided in section el even hundred twelve of this article, pedestrians
facing any steady green signal, except when the sole green signal is a
turn arrow, shall have the right-of-way and may proceed across the road-
way within any marked or unmarked crosswal k.

8 3. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision (b) of section 1111 of the
vehicle and traffic |law, as amended by chapter 356 of the laws of 1971
are anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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2. Traffic, except pedestrians, facing a steady yellow arrow signal
may cautiously enter the intersection only to conplete the novenent
i ndi cated by such arrow or make such other novement as is permtted by
other indications shown at the sane tinme;, however, said traffic is
t hereby warned that the rel ated green arrow novenent is being term nated
or that ared indication will be exhibited i mediately thereafter. Such
traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians within a marked or
unmarked crosswalk at the intersection and to other traffic lawfully
using the intersection.

3. Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as
provided in section eleven hundred twelve of this article, pedestrians
facing any steady yell ow signal are thereby advised that there is insuf-
ficient tine to cross the roadway before a red indication is shown and
no pedestrian shall then start to cross the roadway. Regardl ess of when
a pedestrian starts to cross the roadway, all pedestrians shall be given
the right-of-way by all other traffic when facing any steady yellow
light.

8 4. Subparagraph a of paragraph 2 of subdivision (d) of section 1111
of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as separately anmended by chapters 230
and 420 of the laws of 1980, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. Traffic facing a steady circular red signal may cautiously enter
the intersection to make a right turn after stopping as required by
par agraph one of this subdivision, except that right turning traffic is
not required to stop when a steady right green arrow signal is shown at
the sanme tine. Such traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians
within a marked or unmarked crosswal k at the intersection and to all
other traffic lawmfully using the intersection;

8 5. Section 1112 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 228 of the laws of 1987, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 1112. Pedestrian-control signal indications. Wenever pedestrians
are controlled by pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the words "WALK"
or "DONT WALK", or exhibiting synbols of a wal king person or upraised
hand, such signals shall indicate and apply to pedestrians as foll ows:

(a) Steady WALK or wal ki ng person. Pedestrians facing such signal my
proceed across the roadway in the direction of the signal and shall be
given the right of way by all other traffic.

(b) Flashing DON' T WALK or uprai sed hand. No pedestrian shall start to
cross the roadway in the direction of such signal, but any pedestrians
who have partially conpleted their crossing on the WALK or wal ki ng
person signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the
flashing DON T WALK or upraised hand signal is show ng. Regardl ess of
when a pedestrian starts to cross the roadway, all pedestrians shall be
given the right-of-way by all other traffic while a flashing DON T WALK
or upraised hand signal is show ng.

(c) Steady DON'T WALK or uprai sed hand. No pedestrians shall start to
cross the roadway in the direction of such signal, but any pedestrians
who have partially conpleted their crossing on the WALK or walking
person or flashing DON T WALK or flashing upraised hand signal shal
proceed to a sidewal k or safety island while the steady DON T WALK or
uprai sed hand signal is show ng

§ 6. Subdivision (b) of section 1113 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as amended by chapter 722 of the laws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) Flashing vyellow indications. Vehicular traffic facing a circular
yellow signal or yellow arrow with rapid intermttent flashes may
proceed through the intersection or past such signal only with caution
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Such traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians within a nmarked
or unmarked crosswalk at the intersection.

§ 7. Subdivision (a) of section 1151 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as amended by chapter 159 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Wen traffic-control signals are not in place or not in operation
the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way, slowing down or
stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway
within a crosswal k or at any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection on
the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling, except that any pedes-
trian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or over-
pass has been provided shall yield the right of way to all vehicles.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw




