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STATE OF NEW YORK

3119--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 23, 2025

Introduced by M of A KELLES, SEAWRI CHT, EACHUS, SIMON, LEVENBERG
GRI FFIN, PAULIN, HEVESI, GONZALEZ- RQJAS, ROVERO, REYES, RAGA, EPSTEIN
DAVI LA, SHI MSKY, SHRESTHA, MMAHON, MAGNARELLI, LUNSFORD, orl s
FORREST, SOLAGES, CONRAD -- read once and referred to the Committee on

Libraries and Education Technology -- committee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee -- again reported fromsaid conmttee with anendnents, ordered

reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said committee

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to requiring certain
libraries to adopt ©policies ensuring that library staff are able to
curate and devel op coll ections, services, and programr ng that reflect
t he val ues and protections established under the human rights Iaw and
the equal rights anmendnent to the state constitution

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and nay be cited as
the "open shel ves act".

8§ 2. Legislative intent. It 1is the sense of the |egislature that
public libraries are essential to ensuring broad access to information,
fostering informed citizenship, intellectual exploration, and inagina-
tion. By ensuring that library collections, services, and progranm ng
reflect diverse experiences and perspectives, the legislature seeks to
mai ntain libraries as spaces where all nenbers of the community can
engage w th the marketplace of ideas, pronoting open access to infornma-
tion and points of view Librarians are professionals trained to curate
robust collections that serve the full spectrumof their commnities,
and this legislation affirms the state's trust in their ability to do
so.

§ 3. Section 254 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 718 of
the laws of 1981, is amended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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§ 254. Standards of library service. 1. The regents shall have power
to fix standards of library service for every free association, public
and hospital library or, with the advice of the appropriate triba

governnent and library board of trustees, Indian library which receives
any portion of +the noneys appropriated by the state to aid such
libraries, or which is supported in whole or in part by tax Ilevied by
any nunicipality or district. |In the case of a hospital library or a
library serving a hospital, such standards shall be established in
consultation wth the comm ssioner of health. If any such library shal
fail to conply with the regents requirenments, such library shall not
receive any portion of the noneys appropriated by the state for free,
hospital or Indian libraries nor shall any tax be levied by any nmunici-
pality or district for the support in whole or in part of such library.
2. Such standards shall require every free association, public, and

hospital library or, with the advice of the appropriate tribal govern-
nent and library board of trustees, Indian library, which receives any
portion of the npneys appropriated by the state to aid such libraries,

to adopt policies and procedures that ensure library staff are able to
curate and develop library collections, services, and progranmng in a
nanner that shall be consistent with the values and protections estab-
lished under the human rights law under article fifteen of the executive
law and the equal rights amendnent to the state constitution

8§ 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




