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AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to coverage for a crani al
prosthesis

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "w g insur-
ance guarantee (WI.G act".

8§ 2. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 42 to read as foll ows:

(42) (A Every policy which provides coverage for prostheses shal
provide coverage for <cranial prostheses for individuals experiencing
permanent or tenporary nedical hair |oss provided:

(i) alicensed provider prescribes such cranial prosthesis for a
covered person's course of treatnent for the di agnosed health condition,
chronic illness, or injury, including, but not limted to, alopecia
areata, al opecia nedi canentosa, scarring al opecia, and | upus;

(ii) the policy provides coverage for a <cranial prosthesis to a
covered person no nore frequently than once every twelve nonths; and

(iii) the coverage is limted to seven hundred fifty dollars for each
instance of coverage, and shall be subject to any cost-sharing require-
nents that are otherw se applicable.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the term"cranial prosthesis"
nmeans a wi g or hairpiece.

8§ 3. Subsection (l) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 24 to read as foll ows:

(24) (A Every group or blanket policy delivered or issued for deliv-
ery in this state that provides coverage for protheses shall provide
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coverage for cranial prostheses for individuals experiencing pernmanent
or tenporary nedical hair |oss provided:

(i) a licensed provider prescribes the cranial prosthesis for an
enrollee's course of treatnent for the diagnosed health condition
chronic illness, or injury, including, but not linmted to. alopecia

areata, al opecia nedi canentosa, scarring al opecia, and | upus;

(ii) the policy provides coverage for a cranial prosthesis to an indi-
vidual enrollee no nore frequently than once every twelve nonths; and

(iii) the coverage is linmted to seven hundred fifty dollars for each
instance of coverage, and shall be subject to any cost-sharing require-
nents that are otherw se applicable.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the term "cranial prosthesis"
neans a wig or hairpiece.

§ 4. Section 4303 of the insurance law is anended by adding a new
subsection (yy) to read as foll ows:

(yy)(1) A hospital service corporation, health service corporation or
nedi cal _expense indemity fund which provides coverage for prostheses
shall provide coverage for cranial prostheses for individuals experienc-
ing pernmanent or tenporary nedical hair |oss provided:

(A) a licensed provider prescribes the cranial prosthesis for an
enrollee's or subscriber's course of treatnent for the di agnosed health
condition, chronic illness, or injury, including. but not linmted to,
al opecia areata, al opecia nedi canentosa, scarring alopecia, and |upus;

(B) the contract provides coverage for a cranial prosthesis to an
individual enrollee or subscriber no nore frequently than once every
twel ve nont hs; and

(C) the coverage is limted to seven hundred fifty dollars for each
instance of coverage, and shall be subject to any cost-sharing require-
nents that are otherw se applicable.

(2) For the purposes of this subsection, the term"cranial prosthesis"
neans a wi g or hairpiece.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect imedi ately and shall apply to any
policy issued, delivered, renewed, and/or nodified on or after such
effective date.




