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January 21, 2025

Introduced by M of A SAYEGH, SANTABARBARA, BUTTENSCHON, ALVAREZ, FALL
TAYLOR, LEVENBERG, COLTON, CUNNI NGHAM CONRAD, W LLI AMS, ZI NERVAN
COOK, NM:cDONOUGH, CHANG, Pl ROZZOLG, De STEFANQG, K. BROW\, BRABENEC,
LEMONDES, NOVAKHOV, BENDETT, GRAY, SHI MSKY, BEEPHAN, TAGUE, GALLAHAN,
HYNDMAN, BROOK- KRASNY -- read once and referred to the Conmmttee on
Educat i on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to m ni mum standards for
the security and safety of school grounds

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 57 to read as foll ows:

57. The conmissioner, in conjunction with the superintendent of state
police and the conmissioner of the division of honeland security and
emergency services, shall establish, by rule, mninmmstandards for the
security and safety of school buildings, grounds and property so as to
provide an appropriately safe | earning environnent. Such standards shal
include, but not be limted to, the security of building doors, w ndows
and other points of entry, and access to school grounds and property,
including guidelines for fences and security gates.

§ 2. Subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) of paragraph i of subdivision 2 of
section 2023-a of the education | aw, as added by section 2 of part A of
chapter 97 of the laws of 2011, are amended and a new subparagraph (v)
is added to read as foll ows:

(iii) in years in which the normal contribution rate of the New York
state teachers' retirenent system as defined by paragraph a of subdivi-
sion two of section five hundred seventeen of this chapter, increases hy
more than two percentage points from the previous year, a tax |evy
necessary for expenditures for the comng fiscal year for schoo
district enployer contributions to the New York state teachers' retire-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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ment system caused by growh in the nornmal contribution rate mnus two
percentage points; [ard]

(iv) a capital tax levy[-]: _and

(v) a tax levy necessary for expenditures for the updating and enhanc-
ing of the security and safety of school buildings, grounds and proper-
ty.

8§ 3. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 6 of section 3602 of the
education | aw, as anmended by chapter 355 of the |aws of 2016, is anended
to read as foll ows:

Any apportionnent to a school district pursuant to this subdivision
shal | be based upon base year approved expenditures for capital outlays
incurred prior to July first, tw thousand one fromits general fund,
capital fund or reserved funds and current year approved expenditures
for debt service, including debt service for refunding bond issues
eligible for an apportionnent pursuant to paragraph g of this subdivi-
sion and | ease or other annual paynents to the New York city educationa
construction fund created by article ten of this chapter or the city of
Yonkers educational construction fund created by article ten-B of this
chapt er which have been pledged to secure the paynent of bonds, notes or
ot her obligations issued by the fund to finance the construction, acqui-
sition, reconstruction, rehabilitation or inprovenment of the schoo
portion of conbined occupancy structures, or for |ease or other annua
paynments to the New York state urban devel opnent corporation created by
chapter one hundred seventy-four of the laws of nineteen hundred sixty-
eight, pursuant to agreenent between such school district and such
corporation relating to the construction, acquisition, reconstruction,
rehabilitation or inprovenent of any school building, or for annual
paynents to the dormitory authority pursuant to any | ease, sublease or
other agreenment relating to the financing, refinancing, acquisition
design, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, i mprovenent,
furnishing and equipping of, or otherw se provide for school district
capital facilities or school district capital equi pnment made under the
provisions of section sixteen hundred eighty of the public authorities
| aw, or for annual paynments pursuant to any |ease, sublease or other
agreenment relating to the financing, refinancing, acquisition, design,
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, inprovenent, furnishing
and equi ppi ng of, or otherwi se providing for educational facilities of a
city school district under the provisions of section sixteen of chapter
six hundred five of the |laws of two thousand, or for paynments, pursuant
to any assignnent authorized by section twenty-seven hundred ninety-
nine-tt of the public authorities |law, of debt service in furtherance of
funding the five-year educational facilities capital plan of the city of
New York school district or related debt service costs and expenses as
set forth in such section, for annual paynents pursuant to any | ease,
subl ease or other agreenment relating to the financing, refinancing,
design, reconstruction, rehabilitation, inprovenent, furnishing and
equi ppi ng of, or otherwi se providing for projects authorized pursuant to
the city of Syracuse and the board of education of the <city schoo
district of the city of Syracuse cooperative school reconstruction act,
for annual paynments pursuant to any |ease, sublease or other agreenent
relating to the financing, refinancing, design, reconstruction, rehabil-
itation, inprovenent, furnishing and equi pping of, or otherw se provid-
ing for projects authorized pursuant to the city of Rochester and the
board of education of the city school district of the city of Rochester
school facilities nodernization programact, for annual paynments pursu-
ant to any | ease, sublease or other agreenment relating to the financing,
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refi nanci ng, desi gn, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
i mprovenent, furnishing and equi pping of, or otherwise providing for
proj ects authorized pursuant to the Yonkers city school district facili-
ties nodernization program act, or for |ease, |ease-purchase or other
annual paynents to another school district or person, partnership or
corporation pursuant to an agreenent made under the provisions of
section four hundred three-b, subdivision eight of section twenty-five
hundred three, or subdivision six of section twenty-five hundred fifty-
four of this chapter, provided that the apportionnent for such | ease or
ot her annual paynments wunder the provisions of section four hundred
three-b, subdivision eight of section twenty-five hundred three, or
subdi vision six of section twenty-five hundred fifty-four of this chap-
ter, other than paynents under a | ease-purchase agreenment or an equiv-
al ent agreenent, shall be based upon approved expenditures in the
current year. Approved expenditures for capital outlays from a schoo

district's general fund, <capital fund or reserved funds that are
incurred on or after July first, two thousand two, and are not aidable
pursuant to subdivision six-f of this section, shall be aidable as debt
servi ce under an assuned anortization established pursuant to paragraphs
e and j of this subdivision. In any such case approved expenditures
shall be only for new construction, reconstruction, purchase of existing
structures, for site purchase and inprovenent, for new garages, for
original equipnent, furnishings, nachinery, or apparatus, and for
professional fees and other <costs incidental to such construction or
reconstruction, or purchase of existing structures. In the case of a
| ease or |ease-purchase agreenent entered pursuant to section four
hundred three-b, subdivision eight of section twenty-five hundred three
or subdivision six of section twenty-five hundred fifty-four of this
chapter, approved expenditures for the | ease or other annual paynents

shall not include the costs of heat, electricity, water or other utili-
ties or the costs of operation or naintenance of the leased facility. An
apportionnment shall be available pursuant to this subdivision for

construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation or inprovenent in a build-
ing, or portion thereof, being |eased by a school district only if the
lease is for atermof at |east ten years subsequent to the date of the
general construction contract for such construction, reconstruction

rehabilitation or inprovenent. Each school district shall prepare a five
year capital facilities plan, pursuant to regul ati ons devel oped by the
comm ssi oner for such purpose, provided that in the case of a city
school district in a city having a population of one nmillion inhabitants

or more, such facilities plan shall conply wth the provisions of
section twenty-five hundred ninety-p of this chapter and this subdivi-
sion. Such plan shall include, but not be limted to, a building inven-

tory, and estimted expense of facility needs, for new construction,
additions, alterations, reconstruction, major repairs, energy consunp-
tion and mai ntenance by school building, as appropriate. Such five year
plan shall include a priority ranking of projects, including those
necessary to conply with such safety standards as are established pursu-
ant to subdivision fifty-seven of section three hundred five of this
chapter, and shall be amended if necessary to reflect subsequent on-site
eval uations of facilities conducted by state supported contractors.

8 4. The opening paragraph of subdivision 6 of section 3602 of the
education | aw, as anmended by chapter 529 of the |aws of 2023, is anended
to read as follows:

Any apportionment to a school district pursuant to this subdivision
shall be based upon base year approved expenditures for capital outlays
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incurred prior to July first, two thousand one from its general fund,
capital fund or reserved funds and current year approved expenditures
for debt service, including debt service for refunding bond issues
eligible for an apportionnent pursuant to paragraph g of this subdivi-
sion and | ease or other annual paynents to the New York city educationa

construction fund created by article ten of this chapter or the city of
Yonkers educational construction fund created by article ten-B of this
chapt er which have been pl edged to secure the paynent of bonds, notes or
other obligations issued by the fund to finance the construction, acqui-
sition, reconstruction, rehabilitation or inprovement of the schoo

portion of conbined occupancy structures, or for |ease or other annua

paynents to the New York state urban devel opnent corporation created by
chapter one hundred seventy-four of the |aws of nineteen hundred sixty-
ei ght, pursuant to agreenent between such school district and such
corporation relating to the construction, acquisition, reconstruction,
rehabilitation or inprovenent of any school building, or for annua

paynents to the dormtory authority pursuant to any | ease, subl ease or
ot her agreement relating to the financing, refinancing, acquisition

desi gn, const ructi on, reconstruction, rehabilitation, inprovenent,
furni shing and equi ppi ng of, or otherw se provide for school district
capital facilities or school district capital equi pment made under the
provi sions of section sixteen hundred eighty of the public authorities
law, or for annual paynents pursuant to any | ease, sublease or other
agreenent relating to the financing, refinancing, acquisition, design

construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, inprovenent, furnishing
and equi ppi ng of, or otherwi se providing for educational facilities of a
city school district under the provisions of section sixteen of chapter
six hundred five of the laws of two thousand, or for paynents, pursuant
to any assignment authorized by section twenty-seven hundred ninety-
nine-tt of the public authorities |law, of debt service in furtherance of
funding the five-year educational facilities capital plan of the city of
New York school district or related debt service costs and expenses as
set forth in such section, for annual paynents pursuant to any |ease

subl ease or other agreement relating to the financing, refinancing,
design, reconstruction, rehabilitation, inprovenent, furnishing and
equi ppi ng of, or otherwi se providing for projects authorized pursuant to
the city of Syracuse and the board of education of the city schoo

district of the city of Syracuse cooperative school reconstruction act,
for annual paynents pursuant to any |ease, sublease or other agreenent
relating to the financing, refinancing, design, reconstruction, rehabil-
itation, inprovenent, furnishing and equi pping of, or otherw se provid-
ing for projects authorized pursuant to the city of Rochester and the
board of education of the city school district of the city of Rochester
school facilities nodernization programact, for annual paynents pursu-
ant to any | ease, sublease or other agreenent relating to the financing,
refinancing, design, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
i mprovement, furnishing and equipping of, or otherw se providing for
proj ects authorized pursuant to the Yonkers city school district facili-
ti es noderni zation programact, or for |ease, |ease-purchase or other
annual paynments to another school district or person, partnership or
corporation pursuant to an agreenent nmade wunder the provisions of
section four hundred three-b, subdivision eight of section twenty-five
hundred three, or subdivision six of section twenty-five hundred fifty-
four of this chapter, provided that the apportionnment for such | ease or
ot her annual paynents under the provisions of section four hundred
three-b, subdivision eight of section twenty-five hundred three, or
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subdi vi sion six of section twenty-five hundred fifty-four of this chap-
ter, other than paynents under a | ease-purchase agreenment or an equiv-
al ent agreement, shall be based upon approved expenditures in the
current year. Approved expenditures for capital outlays froma schoo

district's general fund, <capital fund or reserved funds that are
incurred on or after July first, two thousand two, and are not aidable
pursuant to subdivision six-f of this section, shall be aidable as debt
servi ce under an assuned anortization established pursuant to paragraphs
e and | of this subdivision. In any such case approved expenditures
shall be only for new construction, reconstruction, purchase of existing
structures, for site purchase and inprovenent, for new garages, for
original equipnent, furnishings, nachinery, or apparatus, and for
prof essi onal fees and other costs incidental to such construction or
reconstruction, or purchase of existing structures. In the case of a
| ease or | ease-purchase agreenent entered pursuant to section four
hundred three-b, subdivision eight of section twenty-five hundred three
or subdivision six of section twenty-five hundred fifty-four of this
chapter, approved expenditures for the |ease or other annual paynents
shall not include the costs of heat, electricity, water or other utili-
ties or the costs of operation or maintenance of the leased facility. An
apportionment shall be available pursuant to this subdivision for
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation or inprovenent in a build-
ing, or portion thereof, being | eased by a school district only if the
|lease is for a termof at |east ten years subsequent to the date of the
general construction contract for such construction, reconstruction

rehabilitation or inprovenent. Each school district shall prepare a five
year capital facilities plan, pursuant to regul ations devel oped by the
comm ssioner for such purpose, provided that in the case of a city
school district in a city having a population of one mllion inhabitants

or nore, such facilities plan shall conmply wth the provisions of
section twenty-five hundred ninety-p of this chapter and this subdivi-
sion. Such plan shall include, but not be Iimted to, a building inven-

tory, and estimated expense of facility needs, for new construction,
additions, alterations, reconstruction, nmajor repairs, energy consunp-
ti on and mai ntenance by school building, as appropriate. Such plan shal
consi der the incorporation of design principles and strategies, pursuant
to guidance issued by the conmissioner, as part of a conprehensive
approach to provide a safe, secure and heal thy school environment. Such
five year plan shall include a priority ranking of projects, including
those necessary to conply with such safety standards as are established
pursuant to subdivision fifty-seven of section three hundred five of
this chapter, and shall be anended if necessary to reflect subsequent
on-site evaluations of facilities conducted by state supported contrac-
tors.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that if
chapter 529 of the laws of 2023 shall not have taken effect on or before
such date then section four of this act shall take effect on the sane
date and in the same manner as such chapter of the laws of 2023 takes
effect.




