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Introduced by M of A PAULIN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to providing an
aut hori zed police officer or peace officer the ability to request
ambul ance service

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 9.45 of the nental hygiene law, as anended by
section 6 of part AA of chapter 57 of the |laws of 2021, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

8§ 9.45 Energency assessnent for inmedi ate observation, care, and treat-
ment; powers of directors of community services.

(a) The director of comunity services or the director's designee
shall have the power to direct the renmoval of any person, wthin [his—o+
her] such director's jurisdiction, to a hospital approved by the comm s-
sioner pursuant to subdivision (a) of section 9.39 of this article, or
to a conprehensive psychiatric enmergency program pursuant to subdivision
(a) of section 9.40 of this article, if the parent, adult sibling,
spouse or child of the person, the cormittee or legal guardian of the
person, a |icensed psychol ogi st, registered professional nurse or certi-
fied social worker currently responsible for providing treatnent
services to the person, a supportive or intensive case nmanager currently
assigned to the person by a case managenent program which program is
approved by the office of mental health for the purpose of reporting
under this section, a licensed physician, health officer, peace officer
or police officer reports to [him-er—her] such director that such person
has a nental illness for which imediate care and treatnment is appropri-
ate and which is likely to result in serious harmto [hiwseldf——or
hersel+] such person or others. It shall be the duty of peace officers,
when acting pursuant to their special duties, or police officers, who
are menbers of an authorized police department or force or of a sher-
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iff's departnment to assist representatives of such director to take into
custody and transport any such person. [Ypen—thereguest—of—a—director

| | | ' i ] An anbul ance
service, as defined in subdivision two of section three thousand one of
the public health law, is authorized to transport any such person upon
request of a director of community services, the director's designee, a
peace officer acting pursuant to their special duties or an authorized
police officer on behalf of the director of community services or the
director's designee. Such person may then be retained in a hospital
pursuant to the provisions of section 9.39 of this article or in a
conmpr ehensi ve psychiatric energency program pursuant to the provisions
of section 9.40 of this article.

(b) A person otherwi se deternmined to neet the criteria for an energen-
cy assessnent pursuant to this section nmay voluntarily agree to be
transported to a crisis stabilization center under section 36.01 of this
chapter for care and treatment and, in accordance with this article, an
assessnent by the crisis stabilization center determ nes that they are
able to neet the service needs of the person.

8§ 2. Section 9.45 of the nmental hygiene |aw, as anmended by chapter 343
of the laws of 1985, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 9.45 Energency admi ssions for imedi ate observation, care, and treat-
ment; powers of directors of comunity services.

The director of comunity services or [his] such director's desi gnee
shall have the power to direct the renmpval of any person, wthin [his]
such director's jurisdiction, to a hospital approved by the comi ssi oner
pursuant to subdivision (a) of section 9.39 of this article if the

parent, spouse, or child of the person, a |I|icensed physician, health
of ficer, peace officer or police officer reports to [k such director
that such person has a nmental illness for which imediate care and

treatnent in a hospital is appropriate and which is likely to result in
serious harmto hinself or others, as defined in section 9.39 of this
article. It shall be the duty of peace officers, when acting pursuant to
their special duties, or police officers, who are nenbers of an author-
i zed police departnent or force or of a sheriff's department to assist
representatives of such director to take into custody and transport any
such person. [Yper—the—reguest—ot—a—director—of—comi-by—servi-ces—or
hi-s—desi-ghee—an] An anbul ance service, as defined in subdivision two of
section three thousand one of the public health law, is authorized to
transport any such person upon request of a director of conmmunity
services, the director's designee, a peace officer acting pursuant to
their special duties or an authorized police officer on behalf of the
director of community services or the director's designee. Such person
may then be retained pursuant to the provisions of section 9.39 of this
article.

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately, provided, however, that
the anendnments to section 9.45 of the nental hygi ene | aw nmade by section
one of this act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of such
section pursuant to chapter 723 of the laws of 1989, as anended, when
upon such date the provisions of section two of this act shall take
ef fect.




