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STATE OF NEW YORK

2435

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A CRUZ -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the veterans' services law, in relation to the Alex R
Jimenez New York state nmilitary immigrant famly | egacy program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 29-b of the veterans' services law, as added by a
chapter of the Ilaws of 2024 anending the veterans' services |aw, the
mlitary law, and the executive law relating to establishing the Alex R
Jimenez New York state mlitary immgrant famly |egacy program as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 8119-C and A 8837-C, is renum
bered section 29-d and is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 29-d. Staff sergeant Alex R Jinenez New York state mlitary inm-
grant famly legacy program 1. For the purposes of this section, the
following terms shall have the follow ng nmeanings:

(a) "Uniformed service menber"” shall nmean a nmenber of the arny, navy,
air force, space force, marine corps, coast guard, public health service
conm ssi oned corps, or national oceanic and atnospheric admnistration
conmi ssi oned of ficer corps serving on active duty.

(b) "The progrant shall mean the staff sergeant Alex R Jinenez mli-
tary immgrant famly | egacy program

(c) "Liaison" shall mean an enployee of the office for new Anericans
designated by the director of the office for new Americans, an enpl oyee
of the division of mlitary and naval affairs designated by the adjutant
general, [e+~] and an enployee of the departnment designated by the
conmi ssioner, to serve as a nilitary inmgrant famly |egacy program
Iiaison pursuant to subdivision three of this section.

(d) "Veteran" shall have the sane neaning as such termis defined in
section one of this article and shall also include any veteran with a
qualifying condition, as defined in section one of this article, and has
recei ved a di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such
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service, or is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of
this article, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorabl e from such service.

(e) "Intended recipients"” shall nean uniformed service nenbers, veter-
ans, reserve conponent menbers and their [famty—merbers] spouse, dones-
tic partner, nother, father, stepnother, stepfather, nother through
adoption, father through adoption, or children, stepchildren, or adopted
children. The term"intended recipients” shall also include the next-of-
kin of an eligible uniforned service nenber, veteran or reserve conpo-
nent nenber who died as a result of injury or disease incurred in or
aggravated by their service in the uniforned services, nmaking a request
for the grant of posthunmous U.S. citizenship on behalf of such
uni fornmed service nenber, veteran or reserve conponent nenber.

(f) "Reserve conmponent nenbers" shall nmean those serving in the arny
reserve, navy reserve, nmarine corps reserve, the arny national guard,
the air national guard, or reserve corps of the public health service
during the tine the unit was federally recognized as a reserve conpo-
nent .

2. There is hereby established within the office for new Amrericans the
staff sergeant Alex R Jinmenez New York state mlitary immigrant famly
| egacy program The conmmi ssioner and adjutant general shall designate
one or nore staff as liaisons to the office for new Areri cans who shal
refer any intended recipi ent [ —ave—o+—deceased-] in need of assistance
with an imrmigration matter to the office for new Anericans. The office
for new Anericans shall designate one or nore staff to be liaisons wth
the departnment and the division of mlitary and naval affairs who shal
[ ~eceive—and] coordinate such referrals from the departnent and the

d|V|S|on. of nlllyary and naval affalrs and [seeu#e—#ega#—ass+s%anee

reecipients] ensure the intended recipient is referred to existing office
for new Anericans prograns, including, but not limted to, inmmgration
l egal service prograns delivered by partnering community organization
and inmmgration counsel. The primary purpose of the programshall be to
assist intended recipients to secure legal immgration status in the
United States, including but not Ilimted to, citizenship.
3. The [ duties—of—thetialsons—at—the] office for new Americans shal

[ Haelude] have the responsibility to:

(a) [ assisting] refer intgnded_ rgcipignts[r——%he——nay——qHaLLLy——LeL

saiy—te—ebtat-A—sueh—relH-ef] in natters related to |nn1qrat|on status to

service providers.
(b) [serwnrg] serve as |iaison [between] for the departnent and the

d|V|S|on of_ n1I|tary and naval affalrs [Lhe—yn#}ed—S}aLes—e+L+zensth

Upit-ed—Stat-es—departrent—of—defense-] local veterans' service agencies,

state agencies, conmunity groups, advocates, and other veterans and
mlitary organi zations and interested parties for the purpose of coordi-
nating efforts to provide access to immgration [reHef] services to
i ntended recipients as specified in paragraph (a) of this subdivision.
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] maintain a toll-
free, multi-lingual hotline and website for purposes including, but not
limted to, dissemnating information and resources relating to the
program as well as other federal, state, local and non-profit prograns
that may offer assistance to |ntended recipients in inmmgration matters.

(d) coordinate with the departnent and the division of mlitary and
naval affairs and otherwi se marshal the resources of the state to serve
the needs of intended recipients.

(e) share information about the programw th congressionally chartered
veterans' organizations, and local veterans' service agenC|es [+e

4. The li ai sons app0|nted pursuant to subdivision two of this section
shall jointly [subm+—a] report the nunmber of intended recipients
referred to the office for new Anericans through the programto the

conm ssi oner [ —he—aei-ti—ari—general—ahd—the—di~—ecior—oi—he—eaiiico— o~
pew—Amercans] on January first each year following the first full year

after the effectlve date of thls sectlon [SHeh——#999##——5ha##——+ne¥ude?

F%QHS——LQF—LHLH#Q—Q#QQ#aﬂﬁa%+€—€haﬂg@s—] The [d+L@GL@L—QL—Lh@—QLL+G@—L@#
Arew-Arer-cans] conm ssioner shall submit the report to the governor and
the legislature |[ir—ascordance—wth—he—tprovw-s—ons—a—paragaph——r—e~
subdiod-sien—tve—ol—secti-on—nineby—tou—bol—the—oxecutiove—law] by March

first of each vyear.

5. For the purposes of this program personally identifying inform-
tion provided by intended recipients shall not be retained, disclosed,
di sseni nated. or otherw se published or nade available by the depart-
nent, the division of mlitary and naval affairs, or the office for new
Aneri cans.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the | aws of 2024 amendi ng the veterans' services
law, the nmilitary |law, and the executive law relating to establishing
the Alex R Jimenez New York state military inmgrant famly | egacy
program as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 8119-C and A
8837-C, takes effect.




