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STATE OF NEW YORK

2256--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A PAULIN, BURD CK, SIMON -- read once and referred
to the Cormittee on Education -- comittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to amend the education |law and the election law, in relation to
extending the right to vote in school district elections to qualified
persons who are sixteen years of age; and to repeal certain provisions
of the election law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 and the cl osing paragraph of section 2012 of
the education |law, subdivision 2 as amended by chapter 115 of the | aws
of 1973, and the closing paragraph as anmended by chapter 919 of the | aws
of 1974, are anended to read as foll ows:

2. [ Eghteen] Sixteen years of age.

5. No person shall be deened to be ineligible to vote at any such
meeting or election, by reason of sex, who has the other qualifications
required by this section; and notw thstanding the foregoing provisions
of this section, no Indian [eighteen] sixteen years of age or over who
havi ng been born in the United States to a nenber of an Indian tribe, or
havi ng been naturalized or otherwi se acquired citizenship, shall have
resided on an Indian reservation in the state for a period of thirty
days next preceding the neeting or election at which [he] such person
offers to vote or the spouse of such Indian shall be deemed ineligible
to vote at any such neeting or election of the school district where the
majority, as deternmined by the conmm ssioner, of the Indian <children of
such reservation are being educated under a contract pursuant to subdi-
vision two of section forty-one hundred one of this chapter, except that
the parents or guardians of Indian children of such reservation who are
being educated in the schools of a district other than the district
whi ch educates the nmajority of such children, shall be eligible to vote
only in the district where their children are being so educat ed.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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8 2. Subdivision 7 of section 2502 of the education |aw, as anmended by
chapter 476 of the laws of 2018, is amended to read as foll ows:

7. No person shall be eligible to the office of nenber of the board of
education who is not a qualified voter of the city school district and
who has not been a resident of such district for a period of at |east
one year immediately preceding the date of [his—er—her] such person's
el ection; provided, however, that no person shall hold at the same tine
the office of nenber of the board of education and any city office other
than as a police officer and firefighter; provided, further, that where
territory is added to a city school district by order of the comm ssion-
er pursuant to article thirty-one of this chapter, residence in the
territory so added to the city school district shall be and shall be
deened to be residence in the city school district for the purposes of
this subdivision, and a person qualified to vote in school district
el ections by virtue of [his—er—her] such person's residence in the
territory so added to the city school district inmediately prior to the
addition of such territory to the city school district shall be and
shall be deenmed to be a qualified voter of the city school district
i medi ately upon the addition of such territory; provided further, that
no person less than eighteen years of age shall be deened eligible.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 2553 of the education |aw, as separately
anended by chapters 211 and 441 of the laws of 1980, is amended to read
as foll ows:

1. No person shall be eligible to the office of nmenber of a board of
education who is not a citizen of the United States, who is not quali-
fied to register for or vote at an election in accordance wth the
provi sions of section 5-106 of the election [aw, and who, in the case of
the city school district of the city of Yonkers, has not been a resident
of the «city school district for which [he] such person is chosen for a
period of at |east three years inmediately preceding the date of [his]
such person's election or appointnent and who, in the case of the city
school district of the city of Buffalo, in the case of a nenber to be
elected at large is not a qualified voter of such city school district
and who has not been a resident of such district for a period of at
|l east three years imrediately preceding the date of [his] such person's
election and in the case of a menber elected froma city school subdis-
trict is not a qualified voter of such city school subdistrict and has
not been a resident of the city school district for three years and a
resident of the city school subdistrict which [he] such person repres-
ents or seeks to represent for a period of one year inmedi ately preced-
ing the date of [his] such person's election, provided that no persaon
| ess than eighteen years of age shall be deened eligible for election as
an at large nenber or froma city school subdistrict, and who, in the
case of the city school district of the city of Rochester, is not a
qualified voter under section 5-102 of the election law of such city
school district; and who in the case of the city school district of the
city of Syracuse has not been a qualified voter under section 5-102 of
the election |aw of such city school district for at |east ninety days
i nmedi ately preceding the date of [kis] such person's election or
appoi nt nent .

8 4. Section 2553 of the education law is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. Notwi thstanding any other law to the contrary, individuals aged
sixteen and seventeen shall be deened qualified voters for the purposes
of this section, provided that such individuals are otherwise eligible
under section 5-102 of the el ection | aw.
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8 5. Subdivision 2 of section 2603 of the education |aw, as anmended by
chapter 115 of the laws of 1973, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. [ Eghteen] Sixteen years of age.

8 6. Paragraph b of subdivision 5 of section 2018-a of the education
| aw, as anended by section 8 of part LL of section 56 of the laws of
2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

b. On the reverse side of such envel ope shall be printed the follow ng
statenment:

STATEMENT OF ABSENTEE VOTER

I do declare that | ama citizen of the United States, and will be at
| east [elghteen] sixteen years of age, on the date of the schoo
district election; that | will have been a resident of this state and of

the school district and school election district, if any, shown on the
reverse side of this envelope for thirty days next preceding the said
election and duly registered in the school district and school election
district, if any, shown on the reverse side of this envel ope and that |
am or on such date will be, a qualified voter of said school district;
that | will be unable to appear personally on the day of said school
district election at the polling place of the said district in which I
amor will be a qualified voter because of the reason stated on ny
application heretofore submitted; that | have not qualified, or do
intend to vote, elsewhere than as set forth on the reverse side of this
envel ope; that | have not received or offered, do not expect to receive,
have not paid, offered or prom sed to pay, contributed, offered or prom
ised to contribute to another to be paid or used, any noney or other
val uabl e thing, as a conpensation or reward for the giving or withhol d-
ing of a vote at this school district election, and have not nmade any
prom se to influence the giving or wthhol ding of any such votes; that |
have not nade or beconme directly or indirectly interested in any bet or
wager depending upon the result of this school district election; and
that | have not been convicted of bribery or any infamous crine, or, if
so convicted, that | have been pardoned or restored to all the rights of
a citizen, without restriction as to the right of suffrage, or received
a certificate of relief from disabilities or a certificate of good
conduct pursuant to article twenty-three of the correction | aw renoving
my disability to register and vote.

| hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statenent to the best of
my know edge and belief, and | understand that if | nake any material
false statenment in the foregoing statenent of absentee voter, | shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor.

Date..................... Signature of Voter .............. .. .. ... .....

8 7. Subparagraphs 1 and 2 of paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section
2018-b of the education |law, as amended by chapter 46 of the laws of
1992, are anended to read as foll ows:

(1) [B+s] the applicant's name and residence address, including the
street and nunber, if any, or town and rural delivery route, if any; (2)
that [he] the applicant is or will be, on the day of the school district
election, a qualified voter of the school district in which [he] such
applicant resides in_ that [he] the applicant is or will be, on such
date, over [eighteen] sixteen years of age, a citizen of the United
States and has or will have resided in the district for thirty days next
precedi ng such date;
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§ 8. Paragraph b of subdivision 6 of section 2018-b of the education
| aw, as anended by section 9 of part LL of chapter 56 of the laws of
2010, is amended to read as foll ows:

b. On the reverse side of such envel ope shall be printed the follow ng
statenent :

STATEMENT OF ABSENTEE VOTER

I do declare that | ama citizen of the United States, and will be at

| east [elghteen] sixteen years of age on the date of the school district

election; that I will have been a resident of this state and of the
school district and school election district, if any, shown on the
reverse side of this envelope for thirty days next preceding the said
election and that | amor on such date will be, a qualified voter of
said school district; that I will be unable to appear personally on the

day of said school district election at the polling place of the said
district in which | amor will be a qualified voter because of the
reason stated on ny application heretofore submtted; that | have not
qualified, or do | intend to vote, el sewhere than as set forth on the
reverse side of this envelope; that | have not received or offered, do
not expect to receive, have not paid, offered or promsed to pay,
contributed, offered or promised to contribute to another to be paid or
used, any noney or other valuable thing, as a conpensation or reward for
the giving or withholding of a vote at this school district election
and have not made any promise to influence the giving or withhol di ng of
any such votes; that | have not nade or becone directly or indirectly
interested in any bet or wager depending upon the result of this schoo
district election; and that | have not been convicted of bribery or any
infanbus crine, or, if so convicted, that | have been pardoned or
restored to all the rights of a citizen, without restriction as to the
right of suffrage, or have received a certificate of relief fromdisa-
bilities or a certificate of good conduct pursuant to article twenty-
three of the correction |aw removing nmy disability to vote.

| hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statenent to the best of
my knowl edge and belief, and | understand that if |I make any materi al
false statenment in the foregoing statenent of absentee voter, | shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor.

Date.................... Signature of Voter ............ ... ... . ... .....

8 9. Subparagraph 2 of paragraph c of subdivision 2 of section 1951 of
the education |aw, as amended by chapter 919 of the laws of 1974, s
anended to read as foll ows:

(2) [Erghteen] Sixteen years of age.

8 10. Paragraph s of subdivision 2 of section 1951 of the education
| aw, as added by chapter 722 of the |laws of 2005, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

s. The board of cooperative educational services shall provide absen-

tee ballots to qualified voters. The conm ssioner shall adopt regu-
lations for the purposes of inplenenting the provisions of this para-
graph which shall include, but not be limted to, creating the procedure

for which such absentee ballots shall be submitted; providing that such
absentee ballots shall be, as nearly as practicable, in the sane form as
those voted at the district election; requiring that any absentee ball ot
applicant is or wll be, on the day of the vote, a qualified voter of
the board of cooperative educational services and that [he—e+—she] such
voter will be on such date over [eighteen] sixteen years of age, a citi-
zen of the United States and has or will have resided in said district
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for thirty days next preceding such date; and providing instructions as
to the proper marking thereof.

8 11. Subdivision 5 of section 2609 of the education | aw, as anended
by chapter 919 of the laws of 1974, is anmended to read as follows:

5. Any qualified voter of a city school district may challenge the
right of a person to vote at the time when [he] such voter requests a
ballot. Al persons named upon the applicable register as having been
challenged prior to the day of the election shall also be challenged
before they are given ballots to vote. The chairman of the board of
i nspectors shall admnister to each person so challenged the follow ng
oath: "I do solemmly swear (or affirn) that | ama citizen of the United
States; that | am of the age of [eighieern] sixteen years or nore; that |
have been an inhabitant of the State for the past year, a resident of
the county for the past four nonths and for the thirty days past an
actual resident of this city school district and amtherefore qualified
to vote at this election.” |If the person challenged so swears or
affirms, [he] such voter shall be permitted to vote at such election
but if [hkhe] such voter shall refuse to so swear or affirm [he] such
voter shall not be given a ballot or be permtted to vote.

8 12. Paragraph (g) of subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the election
law is REPEALED and two new paragraphs (g) and (g-1) are added to read
as foll ows:

(g) Notice that the applicant nust be:

(i) Acitizen of the United States;

(ii) At least sixteen years of age at the tinme the application is
submtted or wll be sixteen years of age no later than Decenber thir-
ty-first of the calendar year in which such application is submtted:;
and

(iii) A resident of the county or city to which such application is
nade.

(g-1) Notice that such application to register to vote will be effec-
tive:

(i) For school district elections occurring on or after the applicant
turns sixteen years of age in the school district in which the applicant
resides; and

(ii) For all other federal, state and |ocal elections occurring on or
after the applicant turns eighteen years of age in the applicable
election district in which the applicant resides.

§ 13. Paragraph p of subdivision 4 of section 5-500 of the election
|l aw i s REPEALED and a new paragraph p is added to read as foll ows:

p. A space for pre-registering applicants to respond to the follow ng
questions:

(i) "Are you at least 16 years of age or will you be 16 years of age
on or before Decenber 31 of this year?"

(ii) "Do you understand that you nust be 16 years of age on or before
election day to vote in school district elections or neetings, and that
you wll be unable to cast a ballot in a school district election unti
you are 16 years of age or older at the tinme of such election, and that
until you are 16 years of age, your application for registration will be
marked 'pending' ., and that after you turn 16 and until you are 18 years
of age, vyour registration will entitle you to vote only in schoo
district elections in the school district where you reside?"

(iii) "Do you understand that you nust be 18 years of age on or before
election day to vote in all other elections, including federal. state
and local elections other than school district elections, and that you
will be unable to cast a ballot in any such federal, state or |oca
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election until you are 18 years of age at the tinme of such election,
your registration status will be marked 'school district only? "

8 14. Subdivision 1 of section 5-507 of the election | aw, as added by
chapter 2 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as follows:

1. Pre-registration. A person who is at |east sixteen years of age and
who is otherwise qualified to register to vote nmay pre-register to vote,
and shall be automatically registered upon reaching the age of eligibil-
ity as provided by this chapter, provided that such voter shall be
considered registered for the purpose of school district elections,
pursuant to sections two thousand twelve, two thousand five hundred
fifty-three, and two thousand six hundred three of the education |aw.

8 15. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




