OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

1973

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A MAHER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to allow ng
non-public schools to apply for school zone speed linmts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 1620 of the vehicle and traffic
law, as anended by chapter 563 of the |aws of 2002, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(a) The department of transportation with respect to state highways
mai ntained by the state outside of cities having a population in excess
of one mllion, and highways on Indian reservations, may by order, rule
or regulation establish higher or |ower maxi mumspeed limts at which
vehi cl es may proceed on or along such highways than the fifty-five mles
per hour statutory maxi mum speed limt. No such maxinmum speed |imt
shall be established at Iless than twenty-five niles per hour, except
that school speed linits may be established at not 1less than fifteen
mles per hour, for a distance not to exceed one thousand three hundred
twenty feet, on a highway passing a school building, entrance or exit of
a school abutting on the highway. For the purposes of this subdivision,
"school"” shall also include non-public schools. Absence of signs
installed pursuant to this section shall be presunptive evidence that
the departnent of transportation has not established a higher maxi mum
speed Iimt than the fifty-five mles per hour statutory limt.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 1622 of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as
amended by chapter 563 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Establish maxi mum speed lints at which vehicles nay proceed on or
al ong such hi ghways higher or lower than the fifty-five mles per hour
statutory maxinmum speed linmit. No such limt shall be established at
| ess than twenty-five mles per hour, except that school speed linmits
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may be established at not less than fifteen mles per hour, for a
di stance not to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on a
hi ghway passing a school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting
on the highway. For the purposes of this subdivision, "school" shal
al so _include non-public schools.

8§ 3. Section 1643 of the vehicle and traffic law, as anmended by chap-
ter 496 of the |laws of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 1643. Speed limts on highways in cities and villages. The |egisla-
tive body of any city or village with respect to highways (which term
for the purposes of this section shall include private roads open to
public motor vehicle traffic) in such city or village, other than state
hi ghways rmaintai ned by the state on which the departnent of transporta-
tion shall have established higher or |ower speed Iinits than the statu-
tory fifty-five mles per hour speed |limt as provided in section
sixteen hundred twenty of this title, or on which the departnent of
transportation shall have designated that such city or village shall not
establish any maxi mum speed limt as provided in section sixteen hundred
twenty-four of this title, subject to the limtations inposed by section
si xteen hundred eighty-four of this title may by local law, ordinance,
order, rule or regulation establish maxi num speed linits at which vehi-
cles may proceed within such city or village, within designated areas of
such city or village or on or along designated hi ghways within such city
or village higher or lower than the fifty-five mles per hour nmaxinmm
statutory Ilimt. No such speed Iint applicable throughout such city or
village or within designated areas of such city or village shall be
established at less than twenty-five mles per hour; except that in the
city of Long Beach, in the county of Nassau, speed linits may be estab-
lished at not less than fifteen mles per hour on any portion of the
foll owi ng highways in such city: d evel and avenue, Hardi ng avenue, Mtc-
hel | avenue, Bel nont avenue, Atlantic avenue, Coolidge avenue, W]Ison
avenue and Taft avenue. No such speed linit applicable on or along
desi gnated hi ghways within such city or village shall be established at
less than twenty-five miles per hour, except that school speed limts
may be established at not less than fifteen mles per hour, for a
distance not to exceed one thousand three hundred twenty feet, on a
hi ghway passing a school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting
on the highway and except that within the cities of Buffalo and Roches-

ter speed limts nmay be established at not |ess than fifteen mles per
hour for any portion of a highway within a city park. For the purposes
of this section, "school" shall also include non-public schools. No

speed |limts shall be established pursuant to the provisions of this
section except in accordance wth the engineering considerations and
factors for speed limts set forth in the manual and specifications for
a uniform system of traffic control devices maintained by the conm s-
sioner of transportation pursuant to section sixteen hundred eighty of
this title, as such manual and specifications nmay be anended fromtine
totinme, certified by a |icensed professional engineer who specializes
in traffic operations.
8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.



