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STATE OF NEW YORK

1929

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A SOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to student class size in
public schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 3204-a
to read as foll ows:

8 3204-a. Student class size in public schools. 1. (a) Al schoo
districts located outside of a city having a population of one nmllion
or nore inhabitants shall establish a plan, to be developed in collab-
oration wth the superintendent and the president of each collective
bargai ning unit representing the teachers, other classroom staff, and
the building level administrative staff, and submtted to the conm s-
sioner for approval, to reduce actual class sizes beginning Septenber
two thousand twenty-five and to be achieved by Septenber two thousand
thirty for all classes, with the exception of physical education and
perform ng groups, as foll ows:

(i) kindergarten-third grade to have no nore than twenty students per
cl ass;

(ii) fourth-eighth grade to have no nore than twenty-three students
per class; and

(iii) high school to have no nore than twenty-five students per cl ass.

(b) Physical education and performing groups shall have no nore than
forty students per class at all levels. Each year of the plan, an addi-
tional twenty percent of the classroons, excluding special education
classes, shall be in conpliance with the class size targets provided
that all school districts shall be in full conpliance by the conmence-
nent of the two thousand thirty--two thousand thirty-one school year and
all classes shall nmintain the target class size.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. The class size reduction plan shall include any exenptions to the
class size targets. These exenptions shall be limted to: (i) space;
(ii) over-enrolled students; (iii) staff shortages; and (iv) severe
econonmic distress. Any such exenptions shall be approved by the super-
intendent and the president of each collective bargaining unit repres-
enting the teachers, other classroom staff, and the building |evel
adnm nistrative staff as part of the class size reduction plan. Should
the superintendent and the president of each collective bargaining unit
representing the teachers and the principals be unable to reach agree-
nent on the exenptions after thirty days, the issue shall be determni ned
by an arbitrator. 1In addition, any exenption based on avail abl e space
shall include a reference to the capital budget to denonstrate that the
budget is aligned with resolving the exenption status. Exenpted cl asses,
for the vears in which they are exenpt, and special education classes
shall not count toward the twenty percent target.

3. The class size reduction plan shall also include the nethods to be
used to achieve the class size targets, such as the creation or
construction of nore classroons and school buildings, the placenent of
nore than one teacher in a classroomor nethods to otherw se reduce the
student to teacher ratio, but only as a tenporary neasure until nore
classroons are nade available in confornmance with the plan. For elective
and specialty classes, the collective bargaining unit representing
teachers may negotiate class sizes higher than the targets if such
increase is approved by a majority of the teaching staff in the school.

4. Each school district shall prepare annual reports, on the dates set
forth below, to the conm ssioner on the status of the inplenentation of
its plan to reduce actual class sizes as set forth herein. Such report
shall be publicly released and posted on the school district's website,
and shall further provide the following information regarding such
school s:

(a) the actual student enrollnent for the current school year and the
projected student enrollnent for the upcomng school year for each
school by grade |evel;

(b) the actual class sizes for the current school year, and the
projected class sizes for the upconing school year for each school by
grade | evel ;

(c) the annual capital plan for school construction and leasing to
show how nmany classroons will be added in each year and in which schools
and districts to achieve the class size targets;

(d) how the school capacity is aligned to the class size targets in
the school district's class size reduction plan; and

(e) the schools that have nmade insufficient progress toward achieving
the class size reduction targets set forth in the approved class size
reduction plan pursuant to this section and a detailed description of
the actions that will be taken to reduce class sizes in such schools.
The report shall be submtted to the comm ssioner on or before July
first of each year and made available to the public by such date on the
school district's website. |If the conmm ssioner deternines that the annu-
al  report does not denobnstrate sufficient decreases in class size in a
district, then the conmi ssioner shall issue a statenent in witing to
the district making that determnation and the district shall nmake such
statenent available to the public on its website and the school district
shall subnmit a plan for corrective action wthin thirty days, which
shall be developed in collaboration wth the superintendent and the
president of each collective bargaining unit representing the teachers,
other classroomstaff, and the building level adninistrative staff. The
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school district's corrective action plan shall also be made available to
the public on the school district's website upon submission to the

departnent. The final corrective action plan shall be nade available to
the public wupon approval by the conmi ssioner. The report shall also be
certified by the state conptroller that the school district's capital
and education funding plans will provide sufficient space and staffing
for the reduction in class size set forth herein and, if not. what neas-

ures and/or funding should be added to the plan to achi eve such targets.

5. Provided the conmi ssioner approves the class size reduction plan,
any failure to neet the obligations of such plan within the tine franes

established shall be considered a willful violation of a conmissioner's
order pursuant to subdivision one of section three hundred six of this
chapt er.

6. In addition to the annual reports, the school district shall submt
a financial inpact statenent on Novenber fifteenth, two thousand twen-
ty-eight. The financial inpact statement may reconmmend a pause of the
class size reduction plan, but in no event may it result in a roll back
Oor increase in class sizes.

7. The process set forth in subdivisions one through three of this
section shall conmmence no later than Novenber fifteenth each year and be
conpleted no later than thirty days after its commencenent. Notice of
the process shall be provided fifteen days prior to the commencenent of
the first and shall be posted on the school district's website as well
as transmtted via emil to school admnistrators, parent and teacher
organi zations, and elected officials. The proposed plan shall be submt-
ted for state approval within two weeks following the conpletion of the
process. The proposed plan shall be posted on the school district's
website within twenty-four hours of its subni ssion.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




