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STATE OF NEW YORK

1925

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A MMHER, E. BROAN, DeSTEFANO, BRABENEC, M:DONOUGH
BEEPHAN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Econom c Devel -
opnent

AN ACT to anend the econom c devel opnent law, in relation to establish-
ing the sector partnership enhancenent and rei nforcenment progranm and
maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The econom c devel opnent law is amended by adding a new

article 28 to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 28

SECTOR PARTNERSHI P ENHANCEMENT AND REI NFORCEMENT PROGRAM
Section 500. Short title.

501. Definitions.

502. Sector partnership enhancenent and reinforcenent program

503. lLocal sector partnership duties and responsibilities.

504. lLocal sector partnership formation grant.

505. lLocal sector partnership enhancenent grant.

506. Community college sector partnership exploration grant.

8 500. Short title. This article shall be known and nay be cited as
the "sector partnership enhancenent and reinforcenent programact".

8 501. Definitions. For the purposes of this article:

1. "Community college" neans a college established and operated pursu-
ant to the provisions of article one hundred twenty-six of the education
law which provides two-year postsecondary prograns in general and
receives financial assistance fromthe state.

2. "lLocal sector partnership” neans a workforce collaborative, within
an_econoni ¢ devel opnent region as established by the departnent pursuant
to article eleven of this chapter, focused on achieving the goal of
neeting shared hunan resources needs and consisting of nmultiple enpl oy-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBD04992- 01-5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 1925 2

ers within an industry sector, in conbination wth representatives of
one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) a labor organization, where appropriate;

(b) a local workforce devel opnent board;

(c) a postsecondary education institution;

(d) a community coll ege;

(e) an adult basic education provider

(f) a school district:;

the state or a | ocal governnent:;

(h) a chanber of commrerce or other econonic devel opnent organi zation;

(i) a comunity based organization or other not-for-profit organiza-
tion; or

(j) any other entity as determined eligible by the departnent.

8 502. Sector partnership enhancenent and reinforcenent program The
departnent, in consultation with the departnent of |abor, the state
education departnent, the New York state higher education services
corporation, the New York state workforce investnent board, and repre-
sentatives of local workforce developnent boards, shall establish a
sector partnership enhancenent and reinforcenent program the purpose of
whi ch shall be to:

1. upon request, assist in the identification of target industry clus-
ters and enployers for creation of new local sector partnerships
thr oughout the state;

2. support and encourage contact and cooperation between |ocal sector

partnerships already in existence and those |ooking to create a new
|l ocal sector partnership;

3. serve as a coordinator or convener pursuant to subdivision one of
section five hundred three of this article on behalf of enployers within
an industry sector and the appropriate state and | ocal agencies or not-
for-profit organizations to facilitate the creation and support of |oca
sector partnerships;

4. provide technical assistance, including counseling and direction
from departnent staff in form ng and sustaining a |local sector partner-
ship, professional devel opnent opportunities for nmenbers of a loca
sector partnership, customzed labor nmarket and econonic data upon
request., and sinlar assistance as to be determ ned by the departnent to
|l ocal sector partnerships; and

5. provide and adm nister grants pursuant to sections five hundred
four, five hundred five., and five hundred six of this article to new and
existing local sector partnerships.

503. local sector partnership duties and responsibilities. A |ocal
sector partnership shall

1. designate one of the nenber entities or a representative from the
departnent as the convener of the |ocal partnership. The convener shal
assune responsibility for recruiting nenbership to a |ocal sector part-
nership. organizing neetings, fulfilling required reporting requirenents
pursuant to subdivision two of this section, and for designating a
fiscal agent to oversee grant funds received pursuant to sections five
hundred four, five hundred five, and five hundred six of this article.
The convener nay performadditional duties as determined by the |oca
sector partnership;

2. report perfornmance information as determ ned by the departnent,
including an annual financial statenent prepared according to generally
accepted accounting principles, to the departnent by Decenber first of
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3. devel op a conprehensive plan for addressing any identified skills
gap in the sector in order to be eligible for a grant pursuant to

section five hundred four, section five hundred five, or section five
hundred six of this article; and

4. performadditional duties and responsibilities as determ ned by the
depart nent.

8 504. local sector partnership formation grant. 1. The depart nent
shall award grants to energing local sector partnerships, or |oca
sector partnerships created within the last five years of the effective
date of this article, to fund planning activities including, but not
limted to, building and pronpting nenbership in a local sector partner-
ship, initial costs related to research identifying sector skill gaps
and factors contributing to such gaps, and developing a plan to close
any existing skills gap as identified by the |ocal sector partnership.

2. local sector partnership formation grants shall not be less than
fifty thousand dollars and shall not exceed one hundred thousand
dollars.

3. The first fifty percent of the total grant anpunt shall be nmade
available imediately upon notification of such grant award. The remain-
ing fifty percent of the grant shall be available to a local sector
partnership as a two-to-one nmatch for funds raised

4. For the purposes of this grant., matching funds include, but are not
limted to: cash funds raised; equipnent costs, including conputers,
training equi pnent, software, subscriptions, and other itens directly
related to partnership operations; and facility costs, including acqui-
sition, rent, utilities, and other costs incurred directly related to
partnership operations.

5. For the purposes of this grant, matching funds shall not include:
salaries and fringe benefits provided in-kind by the |lead applicant,
fiscal agent. or partnership nenber organizations; salaries and fringe
benefits paid by the | ead applicant, fiscal agent, or partnership nenber
organi zations to training or educational programparticipants; and fund-

ing granted through other prograns adninistered by the departnent.
8 505. lLocal sector partnership enhancenent grant. 1. The departnent

shall award grants to Jlocal sector partnerships which have already
conpl eted planning activities as identified by the departnent for inple-
nentation activities including, but not limted to: skills training;

establishing a secondary to postsecondary education workforce pipeline;
establishing career pathways for adults; creating industry-based certif-
ication prograns; developing curriculun pronpting participation in any
workforce training or education program and other activities that
prepare or assist in providing workers for the industry sector.

2. local sector partnership enhancenent grants shall not be less than
fifty thousand dollars and shall not exceed two hundred fifty thousand
doll ars.

3. Gants pursuant to this section shall be available to a |oca
sector partnership as a two-to-one match for funds raised by the | oca
sector partnership

4., For the purposes of this grant, matching funds include, but are not
limted to: cash funds raised; equipnent costs, including conputers,
training equipnent, software, subscriptions, and other itens directly
related to partnership operations; and facility costs, including acqui-
sition, rent, wutilities, and other costs incurred directly related to
partnership operations.

5. For the purposes of this grant, matching funds shall not include:
salaries and fringe benefits provided in-kind by the |ead applicant,
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fiscal agent, or partnership nenber organizations; salaries and fringe
benefits paid by the |ead applicant, fiscal agent, or partnership nenber
organi zations to training or educational programparticipants; and fund-
ing granted through other prograns adninistered by the departnment.

8 506. Community college sector partnership exploration grant. 1. The
departnent shall award grants to community coll eges seeking to establish
| ocal sector partnerships for recruitnent activities including, but not
limted to: developing a plan for creating and convening a |local sector
partnership with enployers in targeted industry clusters; related
marketing costs for advertising the potential creation of sector part-
nerships; financial incentives for recruiting enployers in targeted
industry clusters to join a newlocal sector partnership; and other
activities that assist in the creation of a new l|ocal sector partner-
shi p.

2. Community college sector partnership exploration grants shall not
be less than fifty thousand dollars and shall not exceed five hundred
t housand doll ars.

3. Grants pursuant to this section shall be made available imediately
upon notification of such grant award.

8 2. The sumof up to fifteen mllion dollars ($15,000,000), is hereby
appropriated to the departnment of econonic devel opnent for the purpose
of carrying out the provisions of this act to be funded by grants under
the workforce investnment act, federal Public Law 105-220, and the work-
force innovation and opportunity act, federal Public Law 113-128. Such
noneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on
vouchers certified or approved by the conm ssioner of the departnent of
econom ¢ devel opnment in the manner prescribed by |aw.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




