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STATE OF NEW YORK

1888

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Cities

AN ACT to anmend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to prohibiting the operation of horse drawn cabs in the city
of New York; and to repeal certain provisions of such law relating
thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The eighth, eleventh, and thirteenth undesignated para-
graphs of section 17-326 of the adm nistrative code of the city of New
York, as amended by | ocal |aw nunber 203 of the city of New York for the
year 2019, are anended to read as foll ows:

Rental horse business. The term"rental horse business" nmeans a busi-
ness enterprise which provides or offers the use of a horse to the

pub!ic for a fee for the purpose of riding [e#——d#am+ﬂg——a——he#se——d#amn

deawr—cab] .

Under tack. The term"under tack" neans that a horse is equipped for
riding [e+—dindng].

Work. A horse is considered to be at "work” when it is out of its
stabl e and presented to the public as being available for riding[—ps—
rg——carrages—vehicles—or—other—devices-] or when it is saddled or in
harness or when it is being ridden [e—s—puHlinga——carriage—vehicle—-or
devi-se] .

8§ 2. The administrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 17-326.1 to read as follows:

§ 17-326.1 Carriage rides prohibited. It shall be unlawful to offer
rides to the public on a vehicle drawn or pulled by a carriage horse.

§ 3. Subdivisions a and d of section 17-327 of the adm nistrative code
of the city of New York, subdivision d as anended by | ocal |aw nunber 80

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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of the city of New York for the year 2020, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

a. On and after January first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-two no person
shall use or offer the use of a horse in a rental horse business unless
such horse is licensed pursuant to the provisions of this subchapter.
For purposes of this subchapter the use of a horse in a rental horse
busi ness neans that a horse is used or offered for use by the public for

a fee for the pur pose of rldlng [9L—d;au+ng—a—he#se—d#aun—¥eh+sLe—e¢—+s

d. Appl|cat|on for a license or the renewal of a license shall be nmade
to the departnment of health and mental hygi ene. Such application shal
contain the name and address of the owner of the horse and of the owner
of the rental horse business in which such horse is to be used if such
person is not the owner of the horse, the age, sex, color, markings and
any other identifying marks such as brands or tattoos of the horse, the
| ocation of the stable where the horse is to be kept and any other
information which the comm ssioner of health and mental hygi ene may

requirg. [An—appL+eaL+en—M+%h—#espee%—Le—a—he#se—Mh+eh—+s——ased——+n——Lhe

ppepeekken—] The appllcation shal | be acconpanled by the Ilicense or
renewal fee.

8 4. Section 17-329 of the administrative code of the city of New York
is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 17-329 Disposition of Ilicensed horse. a. The departnment shall be
notified of the transfer of ownership or other disposition of a licensed
horse within [+en] five days thereafter. Such notice shall include the

date of disposition and [iHF—seld—inPNewYork—eity-] the nane and address

of the buyer or other transferee and such other information as the
comm ssi oner may prescribe.

b. A horse shall not be sold or disposed of except in a humane
manner[—], which, for the purposes of this subchapter shall nean one of
the foll ow ng:

1. The owner shall sell or donate the horse to a private individua
who signs an assurance that the horse will not be sold and shall be kept
solely as a conpanion aninmal and not enployed in another horse-drawn
carriage business or as a work horse and will be cared for humanely for
the remai nder of the horse's natural life; or

2. The owner shall sell or donate the horse to a duly incorporated
animal sanctuary or duly incorporated aninmal protection organization
whose president or executive director signs an assurance that the horse

will not be sold and shall be kept solely as a conpanion aninal and not
enpl oyed in another horse-drawn carri age business or as a work horse and
will be cared for humanely for the remainder of the horse's natura
life.

3. Records indicating the nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the
private individual, duly incorporated aninal sanctuary or duly incorpo-
rated animal protection organization to whom the horse was sold or
donated together with the assurance specified above shall be sent by the
owner to the departnment within five days after such sale or donation. A
copy of such record shall also be maintained at the stable.

8§ 5. Subdivisions g, h and | of section 17-330 of the admnistrative
code of the city of New York, subdivisions g and | as anended by | oca
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| aw nunber 10 of the city of New York for the year 2010, and subdi vi si on
h as added by | ocal |aw nunber 2 of the city of New York for the year
1994, are amended to read as foll ows:
9. '
i-od—] Riding horses shall not be
at work for nore than eight hours in any continuous twenty-four hour

period. Rest periods for [ea+iage—horses—and] riding horses shall be of

such duration and at such intervals as the comm ssi oner shal

prescribe[ —but—rest—poricds for carriagelherseschall i nneoventbe

h. [ Sar——<ge—horses—shall—ret—bedrivenata pace—tasterthan—a—trot]
Ri di ng horses nay be ridden at a canter but shall not be gall oped.

I. An owner of a rental horse business shall keep such records as the
conm ssi oner of health shall prescribe including but not limted to a
consecutive daily record of the nobvements of each |icensed horse includ-
ing the [édvers—nare—and—dentHecation—nunber—F appcable]
rider's nanme, the horse's identification nunber, [ | }

— | -] time of leaving stable and tinme of return to
stable. An owner of a rental horse business shall also keep witten
protocols for energencies, including but not limted to primry and
secondary energency contact information for each horse owner and insur-
ance conpany information, if applicable. Such records shall be kept on
the prem ses of the stable where the horses are kept and shall be avail-
able for inspection. The conmssioner may, in [hBis—oe——her]| their
discretion, require a tine clock, date stanp or time stanp where such
comm ssioner believes it is appropriate.

8 6. Subdivisions o and p of section 17-330 of the adm nistrative code
of the city of New York are REPEALED.

8§ 7. Paragraph 1 of subdivision a of section 17-331 of the administra-
tive code of the city of New York is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Two nenbers shall be appointed from anbng the owners of renta

hor se businesses operating within the city[T7epe—ei-uhen+sha##—be—#ep#e-
].

8 8. Subdivision a of section 17-334 of the adm nistrative code of th
city of New York is REPEALED and subdivisions b and c¢ are relettered
subdi vi si ons a and b.

8§ 9. Section 17-334.1 of the administrative code of the city of New
York i s REPEALED.

§ 10. Sections 19-174 and 19-175 of the administrative code of the
city of New York are REPEALED.

8§ 11. Section 20-371 of the administrative code of the city of New
York, as anended by local |aw nunber 31 of the city of New York for the
year 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 20-371 Licensing of sight-seeing buses[ —horse—drawn—cabs—and-horse
drawn—cab—drivers]. Legislative findings. The legislative findings here-
tofore made in relation to the business of sight-seeing buses [anrd-therse
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drawn—cabs] in the city of New York and set forth in local [|aw nunber
ten of nineteen hundred sixty-four continue to be valid; such businesses
are vested with a public interest and their regulation and control
continue to be necessary and essential in order to cope with certain
evil s and hazards which existed in the absence of governmental super-
vi sion. The supervision formerly was reposed in the police comn ssioner,

but recent experience and study indicate that jurisdiction over such
busrnesses shoul d be transferred to the comm ssioner. [H—s—further

8§ 12. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 20-372 of the administrative
code of the city of New York, as anended by | ocal |aw nunber 31 of the
city of New York for the year 1995, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. "Omer" shall include any person, firm partnership, corporation or
association owning and operating a sight-seeing bus or buses, [e+—horse
drawn—ecab—er—eabs-] and shall include a purchaser under a reserve title
contract, conditional sales agreenent or vendor's agreement and the
| essee of such vehicle or vehicles under a witten lease or simlar
contract provided such purchaser or |essee of sight-seeing bus or buses
shall be entitled to obtain in [his—erher] their name a license or
licenses therefor fromthe conmi ssioner of notor vehicles of the state
of New York

3. "Inspection card" shall designate the card issued by the comm s-
sioner for the sight-seeing bus licensed [e+—horse—drawn—cabticensed],
whi ch card shall display the Iicense nunber and capacity of such vehi-
cle.

8 13. Subdivisions 5, 6, 7 and 8 of section 20-372 of the administra-
tive code of the city of New York are REPEALED and subdivisions 9, 10
and 11 are renunbered subdivisions 5, 6 and 7.

§ 14. Subdivisions a and b of section 20-373 of the administrative
code of the city of New York are anmended to read as fol |l ows:

a. It shall be unlawful to operate or permt another to operate for
hire a sight-seeing bus [e+—he+rse-—drawr——cab] within the city unless the
owner shall have first obtained a |icense therefor fromthe conmm ssion-

er. [ An—app-cant—tor—aherse—drawir—esablicense—shall—beatleast—elgh-
teen—years—ol—age|

b. Fees. The original and renewal |icense fee for each sight-seeing
bus shall be fifty dollars [ardtoer—each—horse—drawn—cab—shall—befi+iy
dellars] .

8§ 15. Subdivisions ¢ and d of section 20-373 of the admnistrative
code of the city of New York are REPEALED

8 16. Subdivisions a and b of section 20-374 of the administrative
code of the city of New York are anended to read as foll ows:

a. Any person, firm partnership, corporation or association, owning
or operating a sight-seeing bus, or buses|[—e+—herse—drawi—cab—or—cabs]
engaging in the business of transporting passengers in, about, over and
upon any of the streets, avenues, bridges, highways, boulevards or
public places within the limts of the city of New York, shall be issued
a license for each bus [e~—=eab] so operating, provided, however any such
person, firm partnership, corporation or association owning or operat-
ing a sight-seeing bus or buses, shall first have obtained a |license or
licenses, as [he—or——she] they shall be entitled to receive fromthe
conm ssi oner of motor vehicles of the state of New York as made and
provi ded by | aw.
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b. It shall be unlawful for a license, after being issued by the
comm ssioner, to be transferred to any person, firm partnership, corpo-
ration or association for any cause whatsoever]|;

6 LHA =M and—ob e AR c ].
8§ 17. Subdivision c¢ of section 20-374 of the adninistrative code of
the city of New York is REPEALED and subdivisions d and e are relettered
subdi vi sions ¢ and d.

8§ 18. Section 20-375 of the adm nistrative code of the city of New
York, as anended by local |aw nunber 2 of the city of New York for the
year 1994, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 20-375 License plate. Upon the paynment of the license fee the
conm ssioner shall issue a license to the owner of the sightseeing bus
[ o—horse—drawn—cab] together with a license plate to be securely
affixed to a conspicuous and indi spensable part of such sightseeing bus
[ . .
dawn—ecab—-] on which shall be clearly set forth the Iicense nunber of
such si ghtseei ng bus [e+—horse—drawi—cab]. The license plate issued to
the licensee may, in the discretion of the conmi ssioner, be a plate of a
permanent nature with a repl aceable date tag attached thereto, indicat-
ing the expiration date of the plate during each |license year and the
i ssuance of such a plate with such date tag to a person possessi ng such
a plate, shall be deened issuance of a |license plate. Such license plate
and the replaceable date tag to be issued from year to year to be
attached thereto, shall be of such material, form design and di mension
and set forth such distinguishing nunber or other identification marks
as the conmmi ssioner shall prescribe. The conm ssioner upon renewal of
the license hereunder, may continue the use of the license plate for as

many additional |icense years as [he—or—she—in-his—or—her—discretion]
such conm ssioner nmay determne, in which event [he—ershe] such conmm s-
sioner shall issue and deliver to the licensee a replaceable date tag as

evi dence of renewal of the |icense, which shall be attached or affixed
in such manner as [he—e+—she] they may prescribe by rule. The failure to
affix or display such date tag in a manner prescribed by the conm ssion-
er shall constitute a violation of this section. In the event of the
| oss, nutilation or destruction of any license plate or date tag issued
hereunder, the owner may file such statement and proof of facts as the
conm ssioner shall require, with a fee of twenty-five dollars, at the
departnent, and the departnent shall issue a duplicate or substitute
license plate or date tag.

§ 19. Sections 20-377 and 20-377.1 of the administrative code of the
city of New York are REPEALED.

8 20. Section 20-378 of the administrative code of the city of New
York is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 20-378 Periodic inspection. The license department shall cause al
si ght - seei ng buses [and-thorse—drawr—cabs] now, or hereafter licensed, to
be inspected at Ileast once every four nonths. The date of such
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i nspection and the signature of the person making the inspection shal
be recorded upon the inspection card in the spaces provided therefor.

8§ 21. Section 20-379 of the administrative code of the city of New
York is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 20-379 Form of inspection card. The comm ssioner shall prescribe an
appropriate form of inspection card for sight-seeing buses [anrd-horse—
drawn—cabs] and the manner in which such card and the sight-seeing bus
driver's [and—horse—drawn—ecab—driver—s] identification cards shall be
di spl ayed.

§ 22. Sections 20-380, 20-381, 20-381.1, 20-381.2 and 20-382 of the
adm ni strative code of the city of New York are REPEALED.

8§ 23. Section 20-383 of the administrative code of the city of New
York, as anended by local |aw nunber 2 of the city of New York for the
year 1994, the section nunber and the section headi ng as anended by
| ocal | aw nunber 41 of the city of New York for the year 2005 and subdi -
vision a as anended by | ocal |aw nunber 175 of the city of New York for
the year 2018, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 20-383 Suspensions and revocations. [&-] After notice and opportu-
nity to be heard, the commi ssioner may suspend or revoke any sight-see-
ing bus license where the holder has failed to conply with any of the
provi sions of this subchapter or of the rules promul gated thereunder, or
with any other laws or rules governing sight-seeing buses, or which
sight-seeing bus is otherwise found to be unfit for operation. Such
suspensi on shall remain in effect until conpliance and fitness have been
established by the Iicensee and accepted by the departnent. G ounds for
suspension or revocation shall include, but not be I[imted to, revoca-
tion of one or nore bus stop authorizations by the commissioner of
transportation pursuant to section 19-175.6 of this code, three or nore
viol ati ons of paragraph 2 of subdivision [e] d of section 20-374 of this
subchapter within a two year period, installation of an engine which
does not neet the requirenents of subdivision b of section 20-376 of
this subchapter, being found to have violated the requirenments for
di esel fuel -powered sight-seeing buses contained in section 24-163.6 of
the admi nistrative code, failure to submt a bus for inspection, instal-
| ation of an engine not covered by a certificate of <conformty in a
vehicle which was originally manufactured with such an engine and
installation of an engine of any nodel year preceding the year of nanu-
facture in a vehicle which was originally manufactured with an engi ne
covered by a certificate of conformty. The comm ssioner shall, as soon
as practicable, notify the conmi ssioner of transportation of each sight-
seeing bus license that is suspended or revoked.
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§ 24. This act shal

t ake effect on

after it shall have becone a | aw

t he

one

-]
hundr ed

eightieth day



