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| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A RIVERA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Real Property Taxation

AN ACT to amend the real property tax law, in relation to providing an
exenption against certain fiber optic cable assessnents for nmunicipa
fiber optic broadband conpanies in Erie county; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The real property tax law is amended by adding a new
section 431 to read as foll ows:

8 431. Fiber optic cable in Erie county. 1. For the purposes of this
section the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neanings:

(a) "Miunicipal fiber optic broadband conpany" shall nean a |l oca
authority as defined in section two of the public authorities law or a
nuni ci pal corporation as defined in section two of the general nunicipal
law engaged in the construction, operation, marketing and sale of fiber
optic broadband infrastructure and services and located in Erie county.

(b) "Municipal fiber optic network" shall nmean nunicipal fiber optic
cable and infrastructure owned by a nmunicipal fiber optic broadband
conpany.

(c) "Municipal fiber optic cable and infrastructure" shall nean fiber
optic cable and related equipnent which is owned and installed by or
caused to be installed by a nunicipal fiber optic broadband conpany to
transmit, or facilitate the transnission, of broadband data, applica-
tions, and services to end users located in Erie county.

2. Notw thstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, al
municipal fiber optic netwrks and nunicipal fiber optic cable and
infrastructure owned by a nunicipal fiber optic broadband conpany,
whether located on public or private property, and installed for the
pur pose of distributing broadband technology and services, shall be
exenpt fromreal property taxes, levies and assessnents.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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3. In any contracting for the construction, operation, and managenent
of a municipal fiber optic network, the nunicipal broadband conpany

shall prioritize applicants that have and conmmit to nmaintaining high
standards of workplace safety practices, training, certification or
licensure for all relevant workers, and conpliance with state and feder-
al  workplace protections; ensure that persons. conpanies., or entities
seeking to contract with the nunicipal broadband conpany denpbnstrate

suitable fiscal, technical, operational, and nanagenent capabilities;

ensure that applicants for funding provide certifications as to conpli-
ance with relevant safety standards., including the National Electrical

Safety Code; ensure that applicants for funding provide certifications
as to conpliance with relevant workplace protections as determ ned by
the departnent of labor including the Occupational Safety and Health
Act, the Fair lLabor Standards Act, Title VII of the Cvil Ri ghts Act of
1964, and New York State | abor and enploynent |aws; ensure that appli-
cants for funding subnit to the nunicipal broadband conpany a workforce
plan which shall include: (a) information regarding whether t he
construction workforce wll be directly enployed or subcontracted and
what entity enploys the workforce; (b) the anticipated size of the work-
force required to carry out the proposed work; (c) a description of
plans to nmaximze wuse of local or regional workforce; and (d) a
description of the expected workforce safety standards and training to
ensure the project is conpleted at a high standard. The nuni ci pal broad-
band conpany shall publish workforce plans publicly on its website.

4. Municipal fiber optic networks shall be subject to prevailing wage
requirenents in accordance with article eight of the |abor |aw

5. The conmissioner is hereby authorized and directed to pronulgate
rules and regulations necessary to inplenent the provisions of this
section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repealed 2 vyears after such date and shall apply to assessnent
rolls prepared on the basis of taxable status dates occurring on or
after such date.




