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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 10, 2025

Introduced by M of A REYES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Labor

AN ACT to anend the workers' conpensation law, in relation to clains for
mental injury premi sed upon extraordinary work-related stress; and to
anend a chapter of the |aws of 2024 anmendi ng the workers' conpensation
law relating to clainms for nmental injury pren sed upon extraordi nary
wor k-rel ated stress, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 6635
and A 5745, in relation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 3 of section 10 of the work-
ers' conpensation law, as anended by a chapter of the |laws of 2024
anmendi ng the workers' conpensation lawrelating to clains for nenta
injury prem sed upon extraordinary work-related stress, as proposed in
legislative bills nunbers S. 6635 and A. 5745, is anended and two new
paragraphs (c) and (d) are added to read as foll ows:

(b) Where a [worker] police officer or firefighter subject to section
thirty of this article, or energency nedical technician, paranedic, or
other person certified to provide nedical care in energencies, or ener-
gency dispatcher files a claimfor mental injury prem sed upon extraor-
dinary work-related stress incurred [at—werk] in a work-rel ated energen-
cy, the board may not disallow the claimupon a factual finding that the
stress was not greater than that which usually occurs in the nornmal work
envi ronment .

(c) The board nmamy not disallow a claimby a covered enpl oyee upon a
factual finding that the stress was not greater than that which usually
occurs in the normal work environnent where a claimfor post-traunmatic
stress disorder (PTSD), acute stress disorder or nmjor depressive disor-
der resulting fromwork-related stress is filed upon submssion of
nedi cal evidence based on the criteria contained in the version of the
Di agnostic and Statistical Minual of Mental Disorders in effect on the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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date of accident, or as otherw se adopted by the board, provided that
such adoption shall be no nore stringent than the current or imediately
preceding version of the Diagnostic and Statistical Mnual of ©Mntal
Di sorders. Such covered enployee nust denpnstrate that such di sorder
arose out of extraordinary work-related stress attributable to a
distinct work-related event or events directly related to the enpl oynent
and occurring during the performance of the enployee's job duties.

(d) Nothing in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subdivision shall apply
toaclaimfor nmental injury due to a work-related physical injury.

8§ 2. Section 2 of a chapter of the laws of 2024 anmending the workers
conmpensation law relating to clainms for nental injury prenised upon
extraordinary work-related stress, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S. 6635 and A 5745, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the [H+st—of—January—hext—succead—
Frg—the—date—on—whi-ch] one hundred eightieth day after it shall have

beconme a | aw.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall take effect on the same date and in the
same manner as a chapter of the laws of 2024 anending the workers
conpensation law relating to claims for nental injury prenised upon
extraordinary work-related stress, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S. 6635 and A. 5745, takes effect.




