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AN ACT to amend the general nunicipal |aw, the penal law, the arts and
cultural affairs law and the volunteer firefighters' benefit law, in
relation to participants in youth prograns sponsored by fire depart-
ment s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1, 2, 5 and 7 of section 204-b of the genera
muni ci pal |law, as added by chapter 386 of the |aws of 1978, are anended
to read as follows:

1. Volunteer fire departnents and fire conpani es may establish, oper-
ate and nmaintain youth prograns to provide participants with the oppor-
tunity to beconme familiar with the training, prograns and operations of
fire departnents, to provide progranms in community fire safety, fire
prevention, and public fire prevention education, and to curtail false
fire alarnms by devel oping comunity w de respect for the fire service.

2. Volunteer fire departnments and fire conpanies shall establish rules
and regul ati ons governing youth progranms established pursuant to subdi-
vision one hereof, which shall include the nininum and maxi mum age for
participation, the procedure for participation, renmoval or expulsion,
residence, and provision for adequate supervision of such prograns.
Volunteer fire departnents and fire conpanies shall also establish wit-
ten safety or training procedures for every youth program established
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, which shall include, but
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not be linmted to, the prohibitions and guidelines set forth in subdivi-
sions five and seven of this section.
5. Al activities of participants in such program shall be approved in

advance by the chieff or.[hLSJ the_chiefjs des!gnee. [#b—ae#+#+%+es—gay
corpaRy—operati-oas—or—any—otherhazardous—aectiwity—] Participants may

respond to an energency or hazardous activity, but shall remain in an
appropriate and safe designated area that has been established by the
chief or officer in charge. The chief or officer in charge shall deter-
mne if any such participant is allowed to respond to an energency in a
vehicle using lights and/or sirens, provided, however that no partic-
i pant shall operate a vehicle. Furthernore, such participants shall not
enter a burning structure nor shall participants in a youth program
pursuant to this section fall under the definition of active volunteer
firefighter as defined in section three of the volunteer firefighters
benefit law. Provided, further, a volunteer fire departnent or fire
conpany shall not allow participants in such programto take part in any
activity set forth in subdivision two of section one hundred thirty-
three of the |abor |aw, except for paragraph r of subdivision two of
section one hundred thirty-three of the |abor |aw

7. Volunteer fire departnments and fire conpani es may purchase acci dent
insurance to insure participants in such prograns against injury or
death resulting from bodily injuries sustained in performance of
approved activities. In addition, they nmay purchase insurance to protect
against liability arising from approved activities. The insurance
purchased pursuant to this subdivision may include nedical and hospital
coverage. A volunteer fire departnent or fire conpany shall not allow
participants in such programto ride in any vehicle owned or operated by
such volunteer fire departnment or fire conpany, unless such volunteer
fire department or fire conpany has purchased insurance protecting
against liability that could arise fromsuch participant being injured
in an accident while riding in such vehicle.

8§ 2. Section 260.10 of the penal |aw, as anended by chapter 447 of the
| aws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 260. 10 Endangering the welfare of a child.

1. A person is guilty of endangering the welfare of a child when:

[ +—He—e+—she] (a) Such person knowingly acts in a manner likely to be
injurious to the physical, nmental or noral welfare of a child | ess than
seventeen years old or directs or authorizes such child to engage in an
occupation involving a substantial risk of danger to [his—e+—her] such
child' s Iife or health; or

[2-] (b) Being a parent, guardian or other person legally charged with
the care or custody of a child | ess than eighteen years old, [he—er—she]
such person fails or refuses to exercise reasonable diligence in the
control of such child to prevent [him-er—her] such child from becom ng
an "abused child," a "neglected child,”" a "juvenile delinquent" or a
"person in need of supervision," as those terns are defined in articles
ten, three and seven of the famly court act.

[3-] 2. A person is not guilty of the provisions of this section when
[ re—o+—she] such person engages in the conduct described in subdivision
one of section 260.00 of this article: (a) with the intent to wholly
abandon the child by relinquishing responsibility for and right to the
care and custody of such child; (b) with the intent that the <child be
safe from physical injury and cared for in an appropriate manner; (c)
the child is left with an appropriate person, or in a suitable |ocation
and the person who |eaves the child pronptly notifies an appropriate
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person of the child's location; and (d) the child is not nore than thir-
ty days ol d.

3. A volunteer fire departnment or fire conpany or a nmenber thereof
shall not be guilty of a violation of this section for engaging in
actions authorized under section tw hundred four-b of the general
muni ci pal law as part of a youth program

Endangering the welfare of a child is a class A ni sdeneanor.

§ 3. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 35.07 of the arts and
cultural affairs law is amended to read as foll ows:

(e) In any practice or exhibition or place dangerous or injurious to
the life, linb, health or norals of such child provided, however, that
the provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to:. (i) service as a
menber of a certified volunteer anmbul ance service under the supervision
of an energency nedical technician as provided in article thirty of the
public health | aw by youthful volunteers at least fifteen years of age
who hold a current American Red Cross advanced first aid and energency
care card;_or (ii) participation in activities authorized under section
two hundred four-b of the general nunicipal law as part of a youth
program or as an active volunteer nenber of a fire departnent.

8 4. Paragraph n of subdivision 1 of section 5 of the volunteer fire-
fighters' benefit law, as amended by chapter 161 of the laws of 1983, is
anended to read as foll ows:

n. Wile, [w-thinthe—state—and] pursuant to orders or authorization,
performing work or service [leadihrg—or—directing] involving a youth
program est abl i shed pursuant to section two hundred four-b of the gener-
al nmunicipal law, including necessary travel directly connected there-
with, as well as necessary travel to and necessary travel returning from
such activity. This paragraph shall not be interpreted as providing
coverage for participants in such youth prograns.

8§ 5. Section 205-b of the general nmunicipal |aw, as anmended by chapter
31 of the laws of 1987, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 205-b. Relief of volunteer firefighters engaged in the performance
of duty as such firefighters fromcivil liability and liability of fire
districts for the acts of volunteer firefighters. Menbers of duly organ-
i zed volunteer fire conpanies in this state, and participants of youth
prograns abiding by the rules and regulations governing such youth
prograns established pursuant to section 204-b of this article, shal

not be Iliable civilly for any act or acts done by themin the perform
ance of their duty as volunteer firefighters, except for wlful negli-
gence or nmmlfeasance. Nothing in this section contained shall in any

manner affect the liability inposed upon cities, tows and villages by
sections fifty-a and fifty-b of this chapter, but fire districts created
pursuant to law shall be liable for the negligence of volunteer fire-
fighters duly appointed to serve therein in the operation of vehicles
owned by the fire district upon the public streets and hi ghways of the
fire district, provided such volunteer firefighters, at the tinme of any
accident or injury, were acting in the discharge of their duties. Judg-
ments recovered against a fire district pursuant to this section shal
be levied upon the taxable property of such district in the same manner
as noneys raised for the support of the district.
8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.



