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STATE OF NEW YORK

1530

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 10, 2025

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to services for
victins of donmestic violence; and to repeal certain provisions of such
law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 4 and 5 of section 459-a of the social
services |law, subdivision 4 as added by chapter 838 of the | aws of 1987,
the opening paragraph of subdivision 4 and subdivision 5 as anmended by
chapter 169 of the laws of 1994, are anmended to read as foll ows:

4. "A donestic violence organization" nmeans an organization that
provi des energency shelter and/or services and care to victins of dones-

tic violence and their minor children, and shall include, but not be
limted to:

(a) "Residential programfor victins of donestic violence" [seanrs—any]
whi ch shall include residential care programcertified by the departnent

and operated by a not-for-profit organization in accordance wth the
regul ations of the departnment for the purpose of providing emergency
shelter, services and care to victins of donestic violence. Residential
prograns for victins of donestic violence shall include, but shall not
be limted to:

[(2>] (i) "Domestic violence shelters", which shall include any resi-
dential care facility organized for the exclusive purpose of providing
energency shelter, services and care to victins of donmestic violence and
their minor children, if any;

[8)] (ii) "Domestic violence progranms” which shall include any facil-
ity which otherwi se neets or would neet the requirenents of this para-
graph [{&)—ef—this—subdindsion], except that victins of donmestic
violence and their mnor children, if any, constitute at |east seventy
percent of the clientele of such program and
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[(s5] (ii) "Safe hone networks" which shall include any organi zed
network of private homes offering energency shelter and services to
victinmse of donmestic violence and their mnor children, if any. Such
network shall be coordinated by a not-for-profit organization.

[5-] (b) "Non-residential programfor victins of donestic violence"
[ #eans] which shall include any program operated by a not-for-profit
organi zation, for the purpose of providing non-residential services to
victinms of domestic violence, including, but not limted to, information
and referral services, advocacy, counseling, and community educati on and
outreach activities and providing or arranging for hotline services.
Victinme of donestic violence and their children, if any, shall consti-
tute at | east seventy percent of the clientele of such prograns.

8§ 2. The openi ng paragraph of section 459-b of the social services
|l aw, as anmended by chapter 7 of the |aws of 2016, is anended to read as

t r eat nent

of service aninmals, therapy dogs and conpani on
aninmals in residential prograns for victins of donestic violence. |If the

care and

victimof donestic violence has a service aninmal as such termis defined
in section one hundred twenty-three-b of the agriculture and nmarkets
| aw, or therapy dog as such termis defined in section one hundred eight
of the agriculture and markets |aw, respectively, such service animl or
therapy dog shall be allowed to acconpany the victimat the residential
program aut hori zed pursuant to this section, so |ong as such acconpani-
ment woul d not create an undue burden as defined by section two hundred
ni nety-six of the executive |aw.

8 3. Section 459-c of the social services |aw is REPEALED

8 4. Section 459-d of the social services |law, as renunbered by chap-
ter 169 of the laws of 1994, is renunbered section 459-c¢, and subdivi-
sions 11 and 12, as added by chapter 838 of the laws of 1987, are
anended to read as foll ows:

12-] all such other matters as may be necessary to informthe governor
and the legislature regarding the inplenentation and effectiveness of
prograns covered by this article.

§ 5. Section 459-e of the social services law is renunbered section
459- d.

8§ 6. Section 459-f of the social services |aw is REPEALED

8 7. Sections 459-g and 459-h of the social services |law, section
459-h as renunbered by chapter 428 of the |laws of 2009, are renunbered
sections 459-e and 459-f.

§ 8. Section 131-u of the social services |aw, as anended by chapter
169 of the laws of 1994, the section heading and opening paragraph of
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subdivision 1 as anended by section 1 and subdivision 2 as amended by
section 3 of part J of chapter 56 of the laws of 2019, is anended to
read as follows:

§ 131-u. Donestic violence services. 1. Notwithstanding any inconsist-
ent provision of |aw, [a—S99%&L—S@F¥+G€S—d+§%¥+€¥] the departnment shall,
in accordance with the prOV|S|ons of this section and regulatlons of the
departnent [

ensure that residential and non-residential services
and care are sufficiently available and accessible in every county of

the state for victins of donestic violence, as defined in article six-A
of thls chapter[——te—%he—e*teht——%haL——sueh——sheL%e#——and——se#¥+ees——ape

Subiect to the annroval of the director of the budget, the conm Sssi oner
is hereby authorized to enter into contracts wth donestic violence
organi zations, as defined in section four hundred fifty-nine-a of this
chapter, to provide state financial assistance to support the provisions
of donestic violence residential and non-residential services and care
for victinse of donmestic violence and their mnor children.

3. The state financial assistance shall be in the formof grants.

4. The commissioner shall require that, in order to receive funds
pursuant to this article, donestic violence organizations, as defined in
article six-A of this chapter, shall submt an operating plan. Such plan
shall include:

(a) the manner in which the operating expenses of the program shall be
net ;

(b) the services that will be provided to victinse of donestic
vi ol ence; and

(c) evidence denpbnstrating that services will be offered in a nmanner
that conplies with existing local, state and federal laws and regu-
| ations.

5. Each contract entered into for the provision of services for
victinse of donestic violence and their children, pursuant to this arti-
cle, shall be subject to the approval of the director of the budget and
shall provide for paynent to the not-for-profit donestic violence organ-
ization pursuant to a paynent schedule. The full amount of the contract
or contracts, or any appropriate portion thereof, as deternined by the
conm ssioner and subject to the approval of the director of the budget.
shall be available for paynent at any tinme on or after the effective
date of such contract.

§ 9. This act shall take effect inmediately.




