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AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to falsely reporting inci-
dents in an attenpt to bring about the dispatch of a |arge nunber of
police officers to a particular address or |ocation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 240.55 of the penal |aw, as anended by chapter 477
of the laws of 1989, subdivisions 1 and 2 as anended by chapter 561 of
the aws of 1999, subdivision 3 as renunbered by chapter 302 of the | aws
of 2001, and subdivision 3 as added and the cl osing paragraph as anended
by chapter 301 of the laws of 2001, is anended to read as follows:

§ 240.55 Falsely reporting an incident in the second degree.

A person is guilty of falsely reporting an incident in the second
degree when, knowi ng the information reported, conveyed or circulated to
be fal se or basel ess, [he—e+—she] such person:

1. Initiates or circulates a false report or warning of an all eged
occurrence or inpending occurrence of a fire, explosion, or the release
of a hazardous substance or in an attenpt to bring about the dispatch of
a large nunber of police officers to a particular address or |ocation
under circunstances in which it is not unlikely that public alarm or
i nconveni ence will result;

2. Reports, by word or action, to any official or quasi-official agen-
cy or organization having the function of dealing with energencies
i nvol ving danger to life or property, an alleged occurrence or inmpendi ng
occurrence of a fire, explosion, or the rel ease of a hazardous substance
which did not in fact occur or does not in fact exist or an alleged
occurrence or inpending occurrence of an incident which did not in fact
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exist in an attenpt to bring about the dispatch of a large nunber of
police officers to a particular address or |ocation; or

3. Knowing the information reported, conveyed or circulated to be
fal se or basel ess and under circunstances in which it is likely public
al arm or inconvenience will result, [he—er—she] such person initiates or
circulates a report or warning of an alleged occurrence or an inpending
occurrence of a fire, an explosion, or the release of a hazardous
substance upon any private prenmises or such person initiates or circu-
lates a report or warning of an alleged occurrence or an inpending
occurrence of an incident in an attenpt to bring about the dispatch of a
large nunber of police officers to a particular address or |ocation

Fal sely reporting an incident in the second degree is a class E fel o-

ny.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.



