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STATE OF NEW YORK

11670

| N ASSEMBLY

Sept enber 2, 2026

I ntroduced by COMWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of AL Dinowitz) --
read once and referred to the Comrittee on Consuner Affairs and
Prot ecti on

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to paynents nade
to comercial towers and storage | ot operators

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 399-x of the general business |[|aw
is amended by adding a new paragraph d and subdivisions 2 and 3, subdi-
vision 2 as added by chapter 166 of the |aws of 1997 and subdivision 3
as anmended by chapter 328 of the | aws of 2008, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

d. For purposes of this section, "major credit card"” shall nean Mast-
erCard, Visa, Anerican Express or Discover.

2. Requirenents. Each and every conmercial tower or storage |ot opera-
tor, which requires the paynent by an owner of a towed notor vehicle of
all or part of the towing and/or storage charges associated with the
towi ng and/or storage of such owner's notor vehicle as a precondition to
the release of such nmotor vehicle to such owner or [his—e+—her] their
aut hori zed represent ati ve[ —ahd—whi-ch—acecepts] nust accept cash and at
least two mmjor credit cards, as that termis defined in paragraph d of
subdi vi sion one of this section or debit cards, as [these—teras—are]
that term is defined in section five hundred el even of this chapter as
forns of paynent [i | i

] for such tow ng and/or storage charges.

3. Penalties. (a) Wenever there shall be a violation of this section,
an application my be nmade by the attorney general in the nanme of the
peopl e of the state of New York to a court or justice having jurisdic-
tion to issue an injunction, and upon notice to the defendant of not
|l ess than five days, to enjoin and restrain the continuance of such
violations; and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the court or
justice that the defendant has, in fact, violated this section, an
injunction may be issued by such court or justice, enjoining and
restraining any further violation, wthout requiring proof that any
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person has, in fact, been injured or danmaged thereby. In any such
proceedi ng the court may nake allowances to the attorney general as
provided in paragraph six of subdivision (a) of section eighty-three
hundred three of the civil practice law and rules, and direct restitu-
tion. Whenever the court shall deternmine that a violation of this
section has occurred, the court nay inpose a civil penalty of not |ess
t han [&-+t+y] one thousand dollars and not nmore than [ere—thousand] two
thousand five hundred dollars for each such violation. In connection
wi th any such proposed application, the attorney general is authorized
to take proof and meke a determ nation of the relevant facts and to
i ssue subpoenas in accordance with the civil practice |law and rul es.

(b) The provisions of this section nmay be enforced concurrently by the
town attorney, city corporation counsel, or other |awful designee of a
muni ci pality or local governnment, and all noneys coll ected thereunder
shall be retained by such municipality or |ocal governnent.

8§ 2. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 399-xx of the general business
| aw, as added by chapter 690 of the |aws of 2004, are amended to read as
fol | ows:

2. Requirenents. A commercial tower who responds to a call for assist-
ance froman owner or operator of a vehicle that is inoperable or cannot
be safely operated or who offers to transport, repair, or render safely
operabl e such a vehicle shall, in conpliance with any reasonabl e request
of an owner or operator of such vehicle, repair the vehicle or transport
the vehicle and its occupants to a reasonably safe |ocation where
repairs can be nmade. The conmercial tower shall not be required to
transport all vehicle occupants if the nunmber of occupants exceeds the
nunber of passengers that can be safely transported. The owner or opera-
tor of the vehicle shall be liable to the commercial tower for the cost
of towing and repair services provided. The conmercial tower shal
accept cash and [a—stherforms—ofl payrrnt—that—suchcommrclal—towar

j i i — —hrg] at least two
major credit [and] cards, as that termis defined in paragraph d of
subdi vi sion one of section three hundred ninety-nine-x of this article
or debit cards as [those—terws—are] as that termis defined in section
five hundred el even of this chapter as paynent for all or part of the
charges for towing and repair services accepted and provided. The
commercial tower may require such proof of identification from persons
maki ng paynents in forns other than cash as the conmercial tower

requires for such paynments in the ordinary course of business. |If the
owner or operator of a vehicle declines services of the commercial tower
or cannot or will not provide paynent and identification for tow ng or

repair services, a comrercial tower shall notify law enforcenment about
the location and identification of the vehicle and its occupants. The
provi sions of this section do not apply to a vehicle which is lawfully
parked at the hone of the vehicle' s owner or operator.

3. Penalties. (a) Wenever there shall be a violation of this section,
an application may be nade by the attorney general in the name of the
peopl e of the state of New York to a court or justice having jurisdic-
tion to issue an injunction, and upon notice to the defendant of not
|l ess than five days, to enjoin and restrain the continuance of such
violations; and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the court or
justice that the defendant has, in fact, violated this section, an
injunction may be issued by such court or justice, enjoining and
restraining any further violation, wthout requiring proof that any
person has, in fact, been injured or danmaged thereby. In any such
proceedi ng the court may nake allowances to the attorney general as
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provided in paragraph six of subdivision (a) of section eighty-three
hundred three of the civil practice law and rules, and direct restitu-
tion. Wenever the court shall determine that a violation of this
section has occurred, the court may inpose a civil penalty of not |ess
than one thousand dollars and not nore than two thousand five hundred
dollars for each such violation. In connection with any such proposed
application, the attorney general is authorized to take proof and make a
determ nation of the relevant facts and to i ssue subpoenas in accordance
with the civil practice |aw and rul es.

(b) The provisions of this section may be enforced concurrently by the
town attorney, city corporation counsel, or other lawful designee of a
nunicipality or local governnent, and all noneys coll ected thereunder
shall be retained by such nmunicipality or |ocal governnent.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




