O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

11646

| N ASSEMBLY

July 29, 2026

I ntroduced by COVW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Shrestha) --
read once and referred to the Comrmittee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to political conmunication

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 14-106 of the
election |aw, as anended by chapter 169 of the |aws of 2024, is anended
to read as follows:

(b) (i) A person, firm association, corporation, canpaign, comittee,

or organization [that—distibutes—or—publishes] shall not distribute any

political communication that was produced by or includes materially
deceptive nedia [apdhas—actualknowedge that it s materially decep~
. hal L . I el ) ]

3] This paragraph shall not apply to the follow ng:

(1) materially deceptive nmedia that constitutes satire or parody;

(2) materially deceptive nedia distributed by a bona fide news report-
ing entity for the purpose of news reporting or coverage, if the report-
ing clearly acknow edges through content or a disclosure, in a manner
that can be easily read or heard by the average |listener or viewer, that
there are questions about the authenticity of the materially deceptive
nmedi a;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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(3) aradio or television broadcasting station, including a cable
television, satellite television or stream ng service operator, program
mer, producer or other simlar entity, that broadcasts a politica
comuni cation when the station or stream ng service is paid to broadcast
the political comunication if the station or stream ng service can show
that it has disclaimer requirements that are consistent wth the
requi rements provided in this paragraph and that it provided those
disclainmer requirements to each person or entity that purchased the
broadcast or stream ng of the advertisenent; or

(4) initial dissemnation by a platformor service including, but not
limted to, a website, regularly published newspaper, or magazi ne, where
the content dissemnated is materially deceptive nedia provided by
anot her information content provider.

[(—~4] (iii) A candidate whose voice or |ikeness appears in materially
deceptive nmedia in violation of this subdivision my seek reasonable
court costs and attorneys' fees and injunctive relief prohibiting the
distribution, publication or broadcasting of any materially deceptive
media in violation of this subdivision agai nst such individual or entity
who dissenminated or published such nedia wthout the consent of the
person depicted and who knew or should have known that it was materially
deceptive. An action under this paragraph shall be initiated by filing
an application for an order to show cause in the supreme court where the
materially deceptive nmedia at issue could deceive and influence electors
in an upconing election. Such action shall be entitled to an automatic
cal endar preference and be subject to expedited pretrial and trial
pr oceedi ngs.

[45] (iv) In any action alleging a violation of this subdivision in
which a plaintiff seeks prelimnary relief with respect to an wupcon ng
el ection, the court shall grant relief if it determ nes that:

[6A¥] (1) plaintiffs are nore Ilikely than not to succeed on the
nerits; and

[6BF] (2) it is possible to inplenent an appropriate renedy that woul d
resolve the alleged violation in the upcom ng el ection.

[49] (v) In any action comrenced under this subdivision, the plain-
tiff bears the burden of establishing the use of materially deceptive
medi a by clear and convi nci ng evi dence.

(vi) Any person, firm association, corporation, canpaign, committee
or _organization found guilty under subparagraph (iii) of this paragraph
shall forfeit to the board a sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars for
each and every offense and three tines the total anpbunt spent on creat-
ing and pronoting the materially deceptive nedia. The board shall annu-
ally redistribute any funds received as a result of this subparagraph to
all local boards of election. The funds shall be distributed propor-
tionally based on the nunber of residents served by the [ocal board of
election as deternmined by the nost recent decennial census.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




