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STATE OF NEW YORK

11554

| N ASSEMBLY

June 1, 2026

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Pretlow --
read once and referred to the Conmttee on Real Property Taxation

AN ACT to anmend the real property tax law, in relation to pernitting the
city of Yonkers to establish a surcharge for vacant and abandoned

property

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The real property tax law is amended by adding a new
section 306 to read as foll ows:

8 306. Additional tax on vacant and abandoned real property; Yonkers.
1. Surcharge established. Notwi thstanding any provision of any general
special or local law, to the contrary, the city of Yonkers., county of
West chester is hereby authorized and enpowered to adopt and amend | oca
laws in accordance with this section inposing a surcharge on vacant and
abandoned real property.

2. Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) "Commi ssioner of finance" neans the conm ssioner of finance of the
city of Yonkers, or their designee.

(b) "Departnment of finance" neans the departnent of finance of the
city of Yonkers.

(c) "Net real property tax" neans the real property tax assessed on
real property after deduction for any exenption or abatenent received
pursuant to this chapter

3. Additional surcharge. A local |aw enacted pursuant to this section
nmay provide for a real property tax surcharge at an anpunt up to two
tinmes the net real property tax for fiscal years beginning on or after
July first, two thousand twenty-seven; provided, however, that the
aggregate anpunt of such surcharge and the net real property tax other-
w se due on such property shall not exceed three tines the net rea
property tax otherwi se due on such property.

4, Property subject to additional surcharge; designation of vacant
and abandoned real property. Such surcharge shall be inposed on vacant
and abandoned real property, as designated by the departnent of finance
pursuant to this subdivision.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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a) For the purposes of this section, real propert shall be deened
vacant and abandoned if any of the follow ng conditions apply:

(i) such property is residential real property and the departnent of
finance, or its designee, has established, after inspections conducted
in_ the manner described in paragraphs (b) and (c) of subdivision tw of
section eleven hundred eleven-a of this chapter, that such property

satisfies the conditions described in such paragraphs;
(ii) a court or other appropriate state or |ocal governnental entity

has determ ned, follow ng due notice to the owner of record or occupant,
that such property is vacant and abandoned;

(iii) each owner of record has issued a sworn witten statenent
expressing the intent to vacate and abandon such property and an
inspection of such property shows no evidence of |awful occupancy; or

(iv) such property has been condemmed or ordered vacated by a govern-
nental authority, and there is no evidence of |awful occupancy.

(b) Real property shall not be deened vacant and abandoned if any of
the follow ng conditions apply:

(i) such property is undergoing construction, renovation, or rehabili-
tation that is proceeding diligently to conpletion;

(ii) such property is occupied on a seasonal basis, but otherw se
secure;

(iii) such property is the subject of a probate action, action to
quiet title, or other ownership dispute of which the departnent of
finance has actual notice, and is secure;

iV such ropert has been danaged by a natural disaster, and the
owner has denpnstrated an intent to repair or reoccupy the property: or

(v) such property is occupied by the owner, a relative of the owner or
a tenant lawfully in possession.

(c) For purposes of this section, real property shall not be deened
occupied solely because furnishings or personal property are present,
utilities remain connected, or the owner or another person occasionally
visits, tenporarily occupies or nmkes incidental use of the property
wi thout reqgular habitation or ongoing lawful use consistent with the
property's intended purpose. A property previously designated as vacant
and abandoned shall not be deened occupied unless it has been lawfully
occupied for residential, comercial, or other |awful purposes on a
regular or habitual basis.

5. Notice and review. (a) Prior to designating a property as vacant
and abandoned for purposes of this section. the departnent of finance
shall provide witten notice by first class nmail to the owner of record
at the address listed on the assessnent roll and at any other address
for such owner in the records of the departnent of finance. Such notice
shall state the basis for the proposed designation and provide such
owner with an opportunity to contest such designation

(b) If such owner fails to respond to such notice within forty-five
days from the miling thereof, or if such owner's response does not
adequately denonstrate that the property is not vacant and abandoned,
the departnent of finance may issue a determination that the property is
vacant and abandoned, and the surcharge authorized by subdivision three
of this section shall apply beginning with the next assessnent roll

(c) An owner dissatisfied with the departnent of finance's deterni-
nation nay appeal such determination to the conmmi ssioner of finance, in
a formand manner to be prescribed by the conmi ssioner of finance.

(d) Any determination of the conm ssioner of finance pursuant to this
subdi vision shall constitute a final agency deterni nation.
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(e) Any owner aggrieved by a final deternination of the commi ssioner
of finance may seek judicial review pursuant to article seventy-eight of
the civil practice law and rul es.

(f) If the designation of a property as vacant and abandoned is over-
turned, any additional taxes, interest, or penalties inposed pursuant to
this section shall be cancelled, and any paynents nade as a result of
such designation shall be refunded or credited in the manner provi ded by
section five hundred fifty-six of this chapter; provided, however, that
no interest shall be paid on any such refund or credit.

6. Powers and duties. The departnent of finance of Yonkers shal
have, in addition to any other functions, powers and duties which have
been or nmay be conferred on it by law. the power to nake and pronulgate
rules to carry out the purposes of this section including, but not
limted to, rules relating to the timng, formand nmanner of any certif-
ication required to be submtted under this section.

7. Liability for taxes owed. Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of any
general, special or local lawto the contrary, an owner or owners shal
be personally liable for any taxes owed pursuant to this section whenev-
er _such owner or owners fail to conply with this section or the |oca
law or rules pronulgated thereunder., or makes such false or m sl eading
statenent or omi ssion and the conmi ssioner of finance determnes that
such act was due to the owner or owners' wllful neglect, or that under
such circunstances such act constituted a fraud on the departnent of
finance. The renedy provided herein for an action in personam shall be
in addition to any other renedy or procedure for the enforcenent of
collection of delinguent taxes provided by any general, special or |loca
| aw.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall be applicable to fiscal years beginning on
or after July 1, 2027.




