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STATE OF NEW YORK

11508

| N ASSEMBLY

May 28, 2026

Introduced by COVMM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Sinpbn) --
read once and referred to the Conmittee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the public buildings law, in relation to requiring state
properties which wutilize irrigation for Ilandscaped areas to be
equi pped with smart irrigation systens

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public buildings aw is anmended by addi ng a new section
148 to read as foll ows:

8§ 148. Smart irrigation systenms required for state property. 1. For
purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the follow ng
neani ngs:

(a) "Smart irrigation systenl shall nmean an in-ground., autonated
watering systemthat uses digital technology to create a customnmap of a
property and uses real-tine weather data or other environnental condi -
tions to optinize water use and linmt unnecessary irrigation.

(b) "State property" shall nmean any real property owned, |eased, or
nmanaged by the state of New York, including but not limted to build-
ings, facilities, grounds, |awns, and | andscaped areas.

2. Al state property that utilizes irrigation for |andscaped areas,.
including lawns and grass, shall be equipped with a smart irrigation
systemin accordance with the provisions of this section.

3. (a) All new construction and all projects involving the installa-
tion or substantial rehabilitation of irrigation systens on or after the
effective date of this section shall conply with the requirenents of
this section.

(b) Al existing irrigation systens on state property shall be retro-
fitted or replaced to conply with this section no later than five years
after the effective date of this section.

4. The comm ssioner of general services shall pronmulgate rules and
regulations necessary to inplenment the provisions of this section,
including but not limted to:

(a) mnimum standards for smart irrigation systens;

(b) water efficiency benchmarks;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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(c) installation, operation, and mai ntenance requirenents; and

(d) reporting and conpliance procedures.

5. The conm ssioner of general services may grant exenptions, in whole
or in part, for:

(a) properties or areas where irrigation is mninmal or not required;
or

(b) environnentally sensitive or protected lands where irrigation
systens woul d be inappropriate.

6. FEach state agency with jurisdiction over state property shall be
responsible for ensuring conpliance with this section and any regu-
lations pronmul gated pursuant thereto.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




