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STATE OF NEW YORK

11305

| N ASSEMBLY

May 11, 2026

I ntroduced by COMWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Blunmencranz)
-- read once and referred to the Committee on Environnental Conserva-
tion

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the New York state office of ocean econony

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York state blue econony devel opnent act™

8§ 2. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds and decl ares
t hat:

1. New York's coastal and nmarine environnents-including the Atlantic
Ccean, Long Island Sound, Oyster Bay Harbor, the Peconic Estuary, and
i nterconnected bays, harbors, and waterways-are anong the State's nost
val uabl e natural and econom c assets.

2. Long Island, and particularly the North Shore and Town of Oyster
Bay, has a historic and ongoing relationship with the water, serving as
a hub for maritime commerce, shellfishing, marine research, environ-
ment al stewardship, and coastal tourism

3. Ccean- and coastal -based industries-including maritine transporta-
tion, aquaculture, fisheries, nmarine construction, tourism waterfront
redevel opnent, and energi ng ocean technol ogi es-represent a significant
and underutilized driver of econonmic growh, job creation, and inno-
vati on.

4. The "ocean econony," also known as the "blue econony," enconpasses
a wi de range of economic activities tied to ocean and coastal resources,
and when properly managed, can sinultaneously advance econonic devel op-
ment, environnental sustainability, and community resilience.

5. O her states have successfully inplenmented centralized nopdels to
coordinate and grow their ocean econom es, including the establishnent
of dedicated offices to align research, workforce developnent, and
econom ¢ strategy.

6. New York currently lacks a unified framework to coordinate stake-
hol ders, |everage acadenic institutions, support industry growh, and
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ensure that environnmental stewardship and econonic opportunity advance
t oget her.

7. 1t is therefore the intent of the legislature to establish a New
York state office of ocean econony within the departnment of environ-
nmental conservation to:

(a) Position Long Island as a national |eader in the ocean econony;

(b) Strengthen coastal communities, including Oyster Bay and surround-
i ng regions;

(c) Pronote sustainabl e economic growth and innovati on;

(d) Support working waterfronts and maritine industries;

(e) Enhance environmental protection and coastal resilience; and

(f) Align public, private, and acadeni c stakehol ders under a coordi -
nat ed statew de strategy.

8 3. The environnental conservation law is anended by adding a new
section 3-0323 to read as foll ows:

8§ 3-0323. New York state office of ocean econony.

1. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Ccean econony" shall nean econonic activity derived from the
ocean, coastal, and marine environnment, including but not limted to:

(i) Maritine transportation and port operations;

(ii) Commercial and recreational fishing, shellfishing, and aquacul -
ture;

iii) Seafood production and processin

(iv) Coastal and marine construction and infrastructure;

(v) Marine tourism recreation, and hospitality;

(vi) Gcean and marine technol ogy and innovati on;

(vii) O fshore and nearshore energy and environnental systens;

(viii) Marine research, education., and scientific advancenent; and

(ix) Wrking waterfronts and harbor-based commerce.

Such activities shall be conducted in a nmnner that prioritizes
sustainability, envi ronnent al stewardship, and long-term economnc
conpetitiveness.

(b) "Ofice" shall nean the New York state office of ocean econony
established pursuant to this section.

2. (a) There is hereby established within the departnent, the New York
state office of ocean econony.

(b) The office shall serve as the state's central coordinating entity
for ocean and coastal econom c devel opnent, policy alignnent. and stake-
hol der engagenent ..

(c) The office shall work in coordination with, but not linmted to:

(i) the departnent of state;

(ii) enpire state devel opnent;

(iii) the state university of New York;

(iv) the departnment of [|abor;

(v) local governnments. including those on Long Island; and

(vi) relevant federal agencies.

3. The mission of the office shall be to connect New York's ocean and
coastal resources to econonic devel opnent strategies that grow, enhance,
and sustain the state's ocean econony while protecting natural resources
and strengthening coastal resilience.

4. The office shall have the follow ng powers and duties, including
but not limted to:

(a) devel oping and inplenenting a conprehensive New York ocean econony
strategic plan, with a particular enphasis on:

(i) Long Island and the downstate coastal region;
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(ii) revitalization of working waterfronts;
(iii) expansion of marine-based industries; and
(iv) protection of environnentally sensitive coastal areas.
(b) prioritizing initiatives that have a Long Island and Oyster Bay
focus, including but not limted to:
(i) supporting shellfish and aquaculture industries in Oyster Bay and
the North Shore;
ii) restoring and expandi ng oyster and clam popul ati ons;
iii) strengthening water quality and coastal ecosystens;
(iv) pronoting maritine heritage and waterfront revitalization; and
(v) enhancing econonic opportunities tied to Long Island Sound and

Atl antic coastal access.

(c) researching and innovation coordination, including but not limted
to:

(i) coordinating ocean-related research across academ ¢ institutions,
i ncludi ng SUNY canpuses;

(ii) mintaining an inventory of marine and coastal research activ-
ities;

(iii) pronmoting comercialization of marine technol ogies; and

(iv) supporting innovation in aquaculture, coastal resilience, and

ocean data systens.
(d) workforce devel opnent, including, but not limted to:
(i) identifying workforce needs across ocean econony sectors;
(ii) aligning training and education prograns with industry denand;
i supportin career ipelines in maritine trades, aquaculture
narine science, and environnental nmanagenent:; and
(iv) partnering with | abor organi zati ons and educational institutions.

(e) industry engagenent, including, but not linmted to:
(i) serving as a liaison between governnent, industry, acadenia, and

nonprofit organi zations;

(ii) identifying regulatory or econom c barriers to growth

(iii) facilitating public-private partnerships; and

iv) supporting snall businesses and entrepreneurs in nmarine sectors.

(f) data collection and reporting, including, but not limted to:

(i) collecting and publish data on:

(A) enploynent and wage trends:;

(B) industry growth; and

(C) econonic output.

(ii) maintaining a publicly accessible online data portal.

(g) environnental stewardship and resilience, including, but not
limted to:

(i) pronpting policies that integrate economc growh wth environ-

nental protection;
(ii) supporting coastal resilience and clinmate adaptation strategies;

and
(iii) assisting in reducing risks to coastal infrastructure and

ecosystens.
(h) intergovernnental coordination, including, but not limted to:

i coordinating with state and | ocal agencies to align ocean econo
policy:
(ii) providing guidance on integrating econonic and environnental

consi derations into decision-naking: and
(iii) supporting nunicipalities, including the town of Oyster Bay., in

advancing local initiatives.
(i) pronotion and advocacy, including, but not limted to:
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(i) pronoting New York, and particularly Long Island, as a nationa
and gl obal |l eader in the ocean econony;
(ii) supporting participation in national and international foruns;

and
(iii) highlighting the state's maritinme assets and i nnovation ecosys-

tem
(j) establishing an ocean econony advi sory council
(i) including representatives from
(A nmaritinme and port industries;
(B) fisheries and aquaculture sectors;
(C) environnental and conservation organi zations;
(D) | abor organi zations;
(E) academic and research institutions;
(F) Long Island regional stakeholders; and

(G local governnents, including representation fromthe towns of
Oyster Bay, North Henpstead. Henpstead. and the city of den Cove.

ii rovidi ng recomrendati ons on strate olic and program.i | e-
nment ati on.

(k) (i) subnmitting an annual report to the governor, the tenporary

president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the mnority | ead-

er of the senate, and the minority |eader of the assenbly.
(ii) such report shall include, but not be limted to:
(A) econonic inpact analysis;
(B) progress on strategic initiatives;
C workforce and industry trends; and
(D) policy recommendations.
(iii) publicly make the report available on the departnent's website.
8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




