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STATE OF NEW YORK

11199
| N ASSEMBLY
May 1, 2026
Introduced by M of A REYES -- read once and referred to the Conmittee

on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to enacting the "police
radi o transparency act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "police
radi o transparency act".

8 2. The executive lawis amended by adding a new section 222-a to
read as foll ows:

8§ 222-a. lLaw enforcenent radi o comuni cations transparency. 1. For
the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the follow
i ng neani ngs:

(a) "Energency services organization" shall have the sane neaning as
set forth in section twenty of this chapter.

(b) "Encryption" shall nean the encoding of voice comunication on an
analog or digitally nodulated radio carrier, which renders the conmuni -
cation difficult or inpossible to be nonitored by comercially avail able
radio receivers or scanners.

(c) "Law enforcenent agency" shall nean any agency or departnent of
any nunicipality, any police district, or any agency, departnent,
conm ssion, authority or public benefit corporation of the state of New
York enploying at least twenty-five police officers as that termis
defined in subdivision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the crimnal
procedure | aw. "Law enforcenent agency" shall not include the depart-
nent of corrections.

(d) "Professional journalist" shall have the sane neaning as set forth
in subdivision six of section seventy-nine-h of the civil rights |aw

(e) "Newscaster" shall have the sane neaning as set forth in subdivi-
sion seven of section seventy-nine-h of the civil rights | aw

(f) "Radio conmunications" shall nean conmmunications that are broad-
cast over a radio frequency either from a dispatch center to police
officers, from police officers to a dispatch center, or between police
officers, and are accessible to all personnel nonitoring that freguency.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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'Radi 0_communi cati ons” does not include private communications between
two devices, such as a cellular telephone, or the transmttal of data to

or froma nobile data ternminal., tablet, text nessaging device, or simn-
| ar devi ce.

(g) "Sensitive information" shall nean any portion of a radio comuni -
cation that, if disclosed. woul d:

i. deprive a person of aright to a fair trial or inpartial adjudi-
cation;

ii. identify a confidential source or disclose confidential inforna-
tion relating to a crimnal investigation;
iii. reveal crimnal investigative techni ques or procedures, except

routine techni gues and procedures;

iv. reveal the location, activity or identity of undercover operations
or _undercover personnel ; or

v. reveal the |ocation and novenent of governnent officials that are
not ot herw se nmade public.

2. Any law enforcenment agency in the state that encrypts any portion
of its radio comunications shall ensure that all of its radio conmuni-
cations, with the exception of sensitive infornmation, nay be nonitored
in real tinme by professional journalists, newscasters, and individuals
enpl oyed by energency services organi zations.

3. The departnent of state, in consultation with the division of state
police, shall pronulgate rules and regulations to establish a process by
which professional journalists, newscasters and individuals enployed by
energency services organizations may request the ability to nonitor in
real tine, the radio comunications of |aw enforcenent agencies that
engage in encryption. Such rules and requlations shall also include a
process by which professional journalists, newscasters, and individuals
enpl oyed by energency services organizations mmy present proof of
engagenent in such professions. Wien pronulgating such rules and requ-
lations, the departnent of state shall consider establishing processes
that are conparable to those established pursuant to section one hundred
forty-four-a of this chapter

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the city of
New York or any agency, official, or enployee thereof, from taking any
action pursuant to local law nunber forty-six of the city of New York
for the year two thousand twenty-six.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




