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STATE OF NEW YORK

11177
| N ASSEMBLY
May 1, 2026
Introduced by M of A HOOKS -- read once and referred to the Conmttee

on Libraries and Educati on Technol ogy

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to establishing a right
for the board of trustees of any library chartered by the regents of
the state of New York to devel op, |ease, or use public library spaces
for the purposes of constructing affordabl e, nixed-use housing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 260 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. Notwi thstanding any provision of state or local law,  rule, or
regulation to the contrary, the board of trustees of any library char-
tered by the regents of the state of New York, pursuant to section two
hundred sixteen of this article, mnmay develop, lease, or use public
library spaces for the purposes of constructing affordable, m xed-use
housing. Such activity is hereby declared to serve a public purpose and
benefit:; provided that the activity maintains the libraries' abilities
to perform their chartered functions, including their educational
pur poses. Such activity shall be deened a valid exercise of the trus-
tees' power and in the best interests of the libraries, consistent with
the trustees' duties of care, loyalty, and obedi ence.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be omitted.
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