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STATE OF NEW YORK

11143

| N ASSEMBLY

April 24, 2026

Introduced by M of A KASSAY -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anend the public officers law, in relation to certain reforns
for agencies subject to the freedomof information |aw

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph ii of paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of
section 87 of the public officers aw, as added by chapter 933 of the
|l aws of 1977, is anmended to read as foll ows:

ii. the persons fromwhom such records may be obtained, and to whom a
requestor may appeal a conplete denial, partial denial, or constructive
denial, and how to request records from or appeal denials to such
persons, including but not limted to a nailing address and an enail
address for each such person: and

§ 2. Subdivision 4 of section 87 of the public officers |law, as added
by chapter 890 of the laws of 1981 and paragraph (c) as added by chapter
102 of the |l aws of 2007, is anmended to read as foll ows:

4. (a) Each state agency which nmaintains records containing trade
secrets, to which access nmay be denied pursuant to paragraph (d) of

subdivision two of this section, shall pronulgate regulations in
conformity wth the provisions of subdivision five of section eighty-
nine of this article pertaining to such records, including, but not

limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) the manner of identifying the records or parts;

(2) the manner of identifying persons within the state agency to whose
custody the records or parts will be charged and for whose inspection
and study the records will be nmade avail abl e;

(3) the manner of safeguardi ng agai nst any unaut horized access to the
records.

(b) [ ' ' - Sy—OF— : s

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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{e)¥] Each [state] agency that maintains a website shall post inform-
tion related to this article and article six-A of this chapter on its

website. Such information shall include, at a m ninmum contact i nforna-
tion for the persons fromwhomrecords of the agency nay be obtained as
pronul gated pursuant to subparagraph ii of paragraph (b) of subdivision

one of this section, the tines and places such records are available for
i nspection and copying, and information on how to request records in
person, by mail, [apd—f the agency acceptsreguests for recordselec—
t+onically—] by e-mail, and by any other additional neans the agency
shal |l designate. [Fais—posting] Such postings by state agencies shall be
linked to the website of the comm ttee on open governnent.

8 3. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subdivision 3 of section 89 of the
public officers | aw, paragraph (b) as anended by chapter 223 of the |aws
of 2008 and paragraph (c) as added by chapter 47 of the laws of 2018,
are amended and a new paragraph (d) is added to read as foll ows:

(b) AI entities shall, provided such entity has reasonabl e neans
avai |l abl e, accept requests for records and appeals of denials of access
to records submitted in the formof electronic mail and shall respond to
such requests by electronic mail, using forns|; i
ble-] consistent with the formor forms devel oped by the conmittee on
open government pursuant to subdivision one of this section and provided
that the witten requests do not seek a response in sone other form

(c) Each state agency[—as—-defHnred—-A—subdivd-si-on—FHve—of—this
seetien—] that maintains a website shall ensure its website provides for
the online subm ssion of a request for records pursuant to this article.

(d) Each agency that maintains a website shall provide on such website
the nanme, job title, mailing address, phone nunber, and e-nmil address
for such agency's records access officer and the individual or body
established to deternine appeals by such agency.

8 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 89 of the public offi-
cers law, as anended by chapter 22 of the |aws of 2005, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(a) Except as provided in subdivision five of this section, any person
deni ed access to a record may within thirty days appeal in witing such
denial to the head, chief executive or governing body of the [estiity]
agency, or the person therefor designated by such head, chief executive,
or governi ng body, who shall within ten business days of the receipt of
such appeal fully explain in witing to the person requesting the record
the reasons for further denial, or provide access to the record sought.
Each agency shall allow for any person to appeal denial of access to

records in the form of electronic mmil. Any agency whose website
provides for the online submi ssion of a request for records pursuant to
this article shall allowfor any person to appeal denial of access to
records through such website. In addition, each agency shall inmediately

forward to the conmittee on open government a copy of such appeal when
received by the agency and the ensuing deternination thereon. Failure by
an agency to conform to the provisions of subdivision three of this
section shall constitute a denial.

§ 5. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.



