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STATE OF NEW YORK

11080

| N ASSEMBLY

April 24, 2026

Introduced by M of A BURROUGHS -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to owner
liability for failure of an operator to stop for a school bus

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs 1 and 1-a of subdivision (a) of section 1174-a
of the vehicle and traffic law, as amended by section 1 of part AA of
chapter 56 of the | aws of 2024, are amended to read as foll ows:

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a county, city, town or
village | ocated within a school district ("district") is hereby author-
ized and enpowered to adopt and anend a local |aw or ordinance estab-
lishing a denpnstration program i nposing nonetary liability on the owner
of a vehicle for failure of an operator thereof to conmply with subdivi-
sion (a) of section eleven hundred seventy-four of this article when
meeting a school bus marked and equi pped as provided in subdivisions
twenty and twenty-one-c of section three hundred seventy-five of this
chapter and operated in such county, city, town or village, in accord-
ance with the provisions of this section. Such denonstration program
shal | enmpower such county, city, town or village to install and operate
school bus photo violation nonitoring systens which may be stationary or
mobile, and which mnay be installed, pursuant to an agreenent with a
school district within such county, city, towmm or village, on schoo
buses owned and operated by such school district or privately owned and
operated for conpensation under contract with such district. Provided
however, that (a) no stationary school bus photo violation nonitoring
systemshall be installed or operated by a county, city, town or village
except on roadways under the jurisdiction of such county, city, town or
village, and (b) no nobile school bus photo violation nonitoring system
shall be installed or operated on any such school buses unless such
county, «city, town or village and such district enter into an agreenent
for such installation and operation. Mbile school bus photo violation
monitoring systens installed pursuant to this section shall only be
operated within the boundaries of a participating school district. The

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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county, city, town or village shall nmaintain and transm¢t a |ist of
participating school districts and their bounded | ocations to any third-
party vendor which operates a photo violation nonitoring system A

vendor shall disable the operation of nobile bus photo violation noni-
toring systens outside such geographic boundaries. Nothing in this
paragraph shall be deened to limt the authority of a | aw enforcenent

officer to enforce the provisions of section el even hundred seventy-four
of this article.

l-a. Any county, city, town or village, located within a school
district, that has adopted a local |aw or ordinance pursuant to this
section establishing a denonstration programinposing liability on the
owner of a vehicle for failure of an operator thereof to conply with
subdi vision (a) of section eleven hundred seventy-four of this article
when neeting a school bus marked and equi pped as provided in subdivi-
sions twenty and twenty-one-c of section three hundred seventy-five of
this chapter and operated in such county, city, town or village may
enter into an agreenent with the applicable school district for the
i nstal |l ati on, mai ntenance and use of school bus photo violation nonitor-
ing systenms on school buses pursuant to this section and section twen-
ty-two of the chapter of the Iaws of two thousand ni neteen which added
this section, for the proper handling and custody of photographs, nicro-
phot ogr aphs, vi deot apes, other recorded i mages and data produced by such
systens, and for the forwardi ng of such photographs, m crophotographs,
vi deot apes, other recorded images and data to the applicable county,
city, town or village. Any agreenent entered into hereunder shall be
approved by each participating county, city, town or village by a major-
ity vote of the voting strength of its governing body and by resolution
of the district pursuant to section sixteen hundred four, section seven-
teen hundred nine, section twenty-five hundred three, section twenty-
five hundred fifty-four or section twenty-five hundred ninety-h of the
education law, as applicable. The use of a school bus photo violation
nonitoring systemw thin a school district shall require the passage of
a resolution authorizing such use. A copy of such resolution shall be
provided to each county, city, town and village within such district. No
photo nonitoring systemshall be operated prior to such resolution of
the school district. Provided, however, that where a district has
entered an agreenent as provided hereunder with a county, no cities,
towns or villages within the sane county may enter into, or be a party
to, any agreenment with such district pursuant to this section. Provided
further, however, that no county shall enter an agreenent with any city
school district wholly contained within a city. Nothing in this section
shall be construed to prevent a county, city, town, village or district
at any time to withdraw fromor term nate an agreenent entered pursuant
to this section and section twenty-two of chapter one hundred forty-five
of the laws of two thousand ni neteen which added this section.

8§ 2. Subdivision (g) of section 1174-a of the vehicle and traffic | aw
i s anended by adding a new paragraph 5 to read as foll ows:

5. No notice of liability shall be nmailed pursuant to this section to
any owner for a violation which occurred within a school district which
has not passed a resolution authorizing the use of school bus photo
violation nonitoring systens wthin such district, or for violations
whi ch occurred prior to the passage of such resolution approving such
use and entering into an agreement wth the county, city, town or

vill age.
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8 3. Subdivisions (n) and (n) of section 1174-a of the vehicle and
traffic I aw, as added by chapter 145 of the laws of 2019, are anended to
read as foll ows:

(m In any such county, city, town or village which adopts a denon-
stration program pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section, such coun-
ty, city, town or village shall submt an annual report on the results
of the wuse of a school bus photo violation nonitoring systemto the
governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the
assenbly on or before June first, two thousand ni neteen and on the sane
date in each succeeding year in which the denmonstration programis oper-
able. Such report shall be publicly available on the county, city, town
and village websites. Such report shall include, but not be limted to:

1. the nunber of buses and a description of the routes where station-
ary and nobil e school bus photo violation nonitoring systens were used;

2. the aggregate nunber, type and severity of accidents reported at
| ocati ons where a school bus photo violation nonitoring system is used
for the year preceding the installation of such system to the extent
the information is maintained by the departnent of notor vehicles of
this state;

3. the aggregate nunber, type and severity of accidents reported at
| ocati ons where a school bus photo violation nonitoring systemis used,
to the extent the information is maintained by the departnent of notor
vehicles of this state;

4. the nunmber of violations recorded at each location where a schoo
bus photo violation nmonitoring systemis used and in the aggregate on a
daily, weekly and nonthly basis;

4-a. the number of convictions for violations of subdivision (a) of
section eleven hundred seventy-four of this article recorded at each
| ocati on where a school bus photo violation nonitoring systemis used on
an annual basis, to the extent the information is mamintained by the
departnent of notor vehicles of this state;

5. the total nunmber of notices of liability issued for violations
recorded by such systens;

6. the nunmber of fines and total anpbunt of fines paid after the first
notice of liability issued for violations recorded by such systens;

7. the nunber of violations adjudicated and results of such adjudi-
cations including breakdowns of dispositions nade for vi ol ations
recorded by such systens which shall be provided at |east annually to
such county, city, town or village by the respective courts, bureaus and
agenci es conducting such adjudi cati ons;

8. the total anmount of revenue realized by such city, town or village
from such adj udi cati ons;

9. the expenses incurred by such city, town or village in connection
with the program

10. the quality of the adjudication process and its results including
the total nunber of hearings scheduled, re-schedul ed, and held; the
total nunber of persons schedul ed for such hearings; the total numnber of
cases where fines were paid on or before the hearing date; and the total
nunber of default judgments entered. Such information shall be provided
at least annually to such county, city, town or village by the respec-
tive courts, bureaus and agenci es conducting such adjudi cations; and

11. a description of public education activities conducted to warn
motori sts of the dangers of overtaking and passing stopped school buses.

(n) It shall be a defense to any prosecution for a violation of subdi-
vision (a) of section eleven hundred seventy-four of this article pursu-
ant to a local |law or ordinance adopted pursuant to this section that:
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(1) such school bus stop-arns were mal functioning at the time of the
alleged violation; _or (2) the violation occurred within the boundaries
of a school district which had not adopted a resolution authorizing the
use of a school bus photo violation nonitoring system or during any
period of tinme prior to the adoption of such resolution

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that
the amendnents to section 1174-a of the vehicle and traffic | aw made by
sections one, two and three of this act shall not affect the repeal of
such section and shall be deened repeal ed therewth.




