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STATE OF NEW YORK

10993

| N ASSEMBLY

April 14, 2026

Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to the conm ssioners
of the public service comn ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4 of the public service | aw, as anended by chapter
155 of the laws of 1970, subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 594 of the
laws of 2021, and subdivision 4 as added by chapter 584 of the | aws of
2021, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 4. The public service commission. 1. There shall be in the depart-
ment of public service a public service conmission, which shall possess
the powers and duties hereinafter specified, and also all powers neces-
sary or proper to enable it to carry out the purposes of this chapter.
The commi ssion shall consist of [#-e] eight nenbers, to be appointed by
the governor, by and with the advice and consent of +the senate. A
comm ssioner shall be designated as |[ehai+man] chairperson of the
comm ssion by the governor to serve in such capacity at the pleasure of
the governor or until [his] their termas comi ssioner explres whi chever
first occurs. At |east [one—comm-ssieoner] tw commissioners shall have
experience in utility consuner advocacy. For each new conmi ssioner, the
governor shall make appointnments to reasonably ensure that the conm s-
sioners represent the maxi mum nunber of fields specified in subdivision
three of this section. No nore than [+h+ee] five conmi ssioners may be

menber s of'the same polltlcal party [unLess——pH#saan#——%e——ae#+en——%aken
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[3=] 2. The termof office of a commi ssioner shall be six years from
the first day of February of the «calendar year in which [he] such
commi ssi oner shall be appointed and conm ssioners shall serve on a full-

time basis. Upon a vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of
term in the office of any conm ssioner, the governor, by and with the
advi ce and consent of the senate, shall fill the vacancy by appoi ntnent
for the unexpired term

[4-] 3. Any conmissioner appointed on or after July first, two thou-
sand twenty-two, pursuant to this section shall have education and
training, and three or nore years of experience in one or nore of the
following fields: economcs[+];. engineering[+~],. law+];, accounting[+].
busi ness rmanagenent[+]. utility regulation[+] including the regulation
of electric, gas, steam teleconmnunications, and wat er ; public
policy[+] . consuner advocacy. or environmental managenent.

4. In carrying out its powers and duties pursuant to this chapter, the
conm ssion shall have a duty to protect the public interest. Such duty
shall include ensuring affordable, safe, secure, and reliable access to
utility services for residential and business custoners, including elec-
tric, gas, steam teleconmunications, and water. Determi nations made or
actions taken by the comm ssion in carrying out its duties shall prior-
itize the best interests of the utility consumer and affordability for
the utility consuner.

8§ 2. Section 9 of the public service |aw, as anended by chapter 155 of
the laws of 1970, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 9. Cath of office; eligibility of conm ssioners and officers. Each
conmm ssi oner and each person appointed to office by the [ehairnar]
chairperson shall, before entering upon the duties of [his] their
of fice, take and subscribe the constitutional oath of office. The oaths
of office other than those of a comnissioner shall be filed in the
of fice of the conmi ssion. No person shall be eligible for appointment or
shall hold the office of conmi ssioner or be appointed to, or hold, any
of fice or position under the comm ssion, who holds any official relation
to any person or corporation subject to the supervision of the comm s-
sion, or who owns stocks or bonds of any such corporation. No person
shall be eligible for appointnent or shall hold the office of conms-
sioner if in the previous two years they were enployed by an electric,
gas, steam teleconmunications, or water utility that is regulated by
the comm ssi on.

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to any
comm ssi oner appointed on or after such date.




