OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

10986

| N ASSEMBLY

April 14, 2026

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anmend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
prohibiting the use of trawing, gill nets, and tramel nets except

for scientific purposes; and to repeal provisions of such law relating
thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 11-1321 of the environnental
conservation law is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. No person shall take fish.

(a) by use of explosives [e+] ;.

(b) by shutting or drawi ng off water; or

(c) by using a traw, gill nets, or tramel netting.

§ 2. Section 11-1503 of the environnental conservation |aw, as anmended
by chapter 193 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as follows:

§ 11-1503. Nets; license required; power of departnent.

The departnent nay regul ate the use of nets and ot her devices conmonly
used to take fish. No person shall use a net or device to take fish
without first obtaining a license to do so. GII| nets, tramel nets,
and trawl s shall not be operated in [Lake—Ete—No—gill—netlicense—for

) a Q a a a 'a Ch

that—date—are—nontransterable] or on any waters or within one-half nile

t her eof .

8 3. Section 13-0341 of the environnental conservation |aw, as anmended
by chapter 546 of the laws of 1981, subdivisions 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 as
anmended, subdivision 8 as renunbered, and subdivision 9 as added by
chapter 17 of the laws of 1994, subdivision 4 as anended by chapter 453
of the |aws of 2008, paragraph b of subdivision 7 as anended by chapter
309 of the Iaws of 1997, and paragraph f of subdivision 7 as added by
chapter 512 of the laws of 1997, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 13-0341. Trawls; use prohibited in certain waters.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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1. For the purposes of this chapter, a trawl shall be defined as a net
which is towed or dragged through the water colum, capturing fish by
straining the water, but shall not include a seine which is wused to
encircle fish. The termtraw shall include but not be limted to the
otter trawl, the beamtrawl, the Paranzella or two-boat trawl, the pair
traw , the Danish seine and the Scottish seine.

2. Trawl s shall not be set or used in [the—water—areas—of—the—hmari-he
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9-] or on any waters or within one-half mile thereof.
3. Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the

possession or operation of traws for scientific purposes as authorized

by the departnent.
4. The departnment is authorized to adopt regulations prescribing the

mninmum size net nesh[-] and the nanner in which such nets may be
possessed and used[——+ﬂ—+#aML—L+she#+es—#e#—sHnﬂ%#—&ﬂd—m+ﬂ%@¢—i+{&#%kyq

8 4. Subdivisions 3, 4, 5, and 6 of section 11-1521 of the environ-
mental conservation | aw, as added by chapter 990 of the | aws of 1983 and
subdi vision 5 as anmended by chapter 698 of the |laws of 1994, are anended
to read as follows:

3. Striped bass shall not be taken in the Hudson River fromthe CGeorge
Washington bridge north to the Federal damat Troy with seines, fykes,
or hoop nets [e+—+aw-s].
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6. Striped bass unintentionally taken in violation of subdivision
one[+] or three[ —Fou+—or—Five] of this section shall be returned to the

water at once wthout unnecessary injury[ —except—that—fishtakenin

Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as permtting any person
to possess striped bass of |ess than | egal size.

8 5. Subdivision 1, paragraph c of subdivision 2, and paragraph a of
subdi vision 7 of section 13-0329 of the environnmental conservation |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anended by chapter 383 of the |laws of 2004, paragraph c
of subdivision 2 as anmended by chapter 263 of the laws of 1997, and
paragraph a of subdivision 7 as anended by chapter 357 of the laws of
1998, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. Any person domciled within the state may take and | and | obsters
(Hormarus anericanus) fromthe waters of the state or land |obsters in
the state taken el sewhere upon first obtaining a pernit fromthe depart-
ment. There shall be two classes of permits: a non-commercial permt,
the fee for which shall be ten dollars, and a commercial permt, the fee
for which shall be one hundred fifty dollars. A non-comercial pernmit
shall allow the holder to set no nore than five | obster pots and to take
or land in any one day no nore than six legal |obsters by this or any
other legal nmethod for the holder's own or famly use. Holders of non-
comercial permts shall not sell, offer for sale, trade or barter, or
otherwise traffic in lobsters so taken. A commercial pernit shall allow
the holder to set any nunber of pots and use any other |egal method for
taking lobsters with no restriction on the nunber of |egal |obsters that
may be taken, | anded or possessed except that on the waters of Long
Island Sound and its adjoining bays, harbors and estuaries (herein
defined as all waters of the state north of the northern shore lines of
Long Island, Plum Island, Little @ll Island, Geat Gl Island and
Fi shers Island and all the waters of the state north of the waters that
separate those islands fromeach other) a person hol ding a conmerci al
permt who is a person operating or owning or on board a dragger or any
vessel wused to operate any net defined as a trawl in section 13-0341 of
this article shall not take, |and nor possess any |obsters or parts
thereof unless there are no such nets on board, attached to in any way,

or being used by such vessel. [Fhs—prohibition—on—the—taking—of
lobsters by the vse ol atraw—shallpnot—allow thevse of o traw—n—any
} } ] ! ~] The
departnent shall furnish forms for application for both classes of
permts. A non-commercial permt shall be issued to an individual. A
commercial permt shall be issued to an individual and it nmay be
endorsed for wuse on a fishing vessel, in which case it shall cover al
persons on board such vessel. The holder of a commercial pernit shall be
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liable for all violations that occur on the vessel for which the hold-
er's permt is endorsed. The holder of a permt shall carry on [his—o+
her]their person or post on [his—erher] their vessel such permt at al
times when fishing for |obsters. Except as provided in subdivision six
of this section, the permt holder nust be present at all tines while
the privileges of such permt are being exercised and while |obster
fishing gear owned by the permit holder is being set out or retrieved.
The holder of a comrercial permit may endorse such permt to only one
vessel at any one tinme and shall be on board such vessel at all tinmes
when it is used for fishing for |obsters.

c. On the waters of Long Island Sound and its adjoining bays, harbors
and estuaries (as defined in subdivision 1 of this section) a person
hol ding such pernit who is a person operating or owning or on board a
dragger or any vessel used to operate a traw as defined in section
13-0341 of this article shall not take, |and nor possess any | obsters or
parts thereof unless there are no such nets on board, attached to in any

way, or being used by such vessel. [Fhis—prohibition—-onthetaking—of
Lobsters by the vse ol atraw—shallpotallow thevse of o traw—n—any
waters—where it s prohibited by sections—13-0341 and—13-0343-]

a. Lobsters may be taken only by | obster pots, traps|[—etier—t+raws
or sinmilar devices, or by skin diving, including the use of self-con-
tai ned underwat er breathing apparatus (SCUBA), or by hand. The use of
spears, gigs, gaffs, or other penetrating devices to take |lobsters is
pr ohi bi t ed.

§ 6. Subdivision 10 of section 13-0329 of the environnental conserva-
tion | aw i s REPEALED.

8§ 7. Paragraph b of subdivision 1 of section 13-0339 of the environ-
mental conservation | aw, as amended by chapter 156 of the [aws of 2003
is anended to read as foll ows:

b. Open seasons, mininumsize limts and catch limts for fish other
than the marine species named in subdivisions 2 and 3 of this section
are specified by regulations adopted pursuant to sections 11-0303,
11-1303, 13-0338, 13-0339-a, 13-0340, 13-0340-a, 13-0340-b, 13-0340-c,
13-0340-d, 13-0340-e, 13-0340-f and 13-0340-g of this chapter. [A--

. ) e I I . |

: ) I ) ] L] . i
to—the—water—w-thout—duRnecessary—hy—| Oher fish named by regu-
| ati ons adopt ed pursuant to sections 11-0303, 11-1303, 13-0338,
13-0339-a, 13-0340, 13- 0340- a, 13- 0340- b, 13- 0340- c, 13- 0340-d,
13-0340-e, 13-0340-f and 13-0340-g of this chapter and under the size
limts prescribed in such regulations, shall not be bought, sold or
trafficked in.

8 8. Subdivisions 15, 16, and 19 of section 13-0343 of the environ-
mental conservation | aw, as anmended by chapter 546 of the laws of 1981,
paragraph a of subdivision 15 as anended by chapter 60 of the | aws of
1997, paragraph b of subdivision 15 as relettered and subdivision 16 as
amended by chapter 17 of the laws of 1994, paragraph b of subdivision 15
as anended by chapter 416 of the laws of 1989, subdivision 19 as added
by chapter 397 of the laws of 1981, paragraph ¢ of subdivision 19 as
anended by chapter 681 of the laws of 1984, paragraph d as anended by
chapter 132 of the laws of 1989, and paragraph f of subdivision 19 as
added by chapter 573 of the laws of 1997, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

15. [a=] Nets shall not be used in Long |Island sound west of an inagi-
nary line fromthe New York-Connecticut boundary shore 1|ine extending
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easterly and southerly to Eaton's Point Neck on Long Island fromApril 1
to Novenmber 1, nor at any tine in the waters of Huntington Bay, LIl oyd
Har bor, Northport Bay or Col dspring Harbor; provided, however, that hand
nets not nore than forty feet long and four feet in width nmay be used to
t ake n1nnom5 and shrinp for bait, at any time.

16. Unless pernmitted by statute, or I|censed or permtted by the
departnent, nets shall not be possessed by any person in or on waters of
the marine district, in the follow ng instances:

a. Nets of netallic fabric shall not be possessed in or on any waters
or within one-half mle thereof;

gill nets, and tramel nets shall not be Dossessed set or onerated in
or on any waters or within one-half nile thereof;

c. In waters where use of nets other than traws, or use of traw s[+] .
is prohibited by this section, the nets, or trawls, as the case may be,
or nets of the kind or kinds prohibited, shall not be possessed in the
waters where their use is prohibited or during any tine when such use is
prohi bited, except that where a provision of this section expressly
specifies a |lesser distance from the water in which possession is
prohi bited, this section does not enlarge the distance fromthe water in
whi ch such possession is prohibited.

d. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as prohibiting
commercial fishing vessels sailing to or fromoffshore fishing grounds
from carrying on board fishing gear that nmay |legally be used in such
of fshore waters even though they nust pass through waters where the use
of such gear is otherw se prohibited.

e. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as prohibiting the
possession or use of traws for scientific purposes as authorized by the

depart nent.
19. [a—] Gll [ep] and tranmel nets shaII not be possessed, set or
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] or on any waters or within one-half nile thereof.

8 9. Subdivision 2 of section 13-0347, as added by chapter 990 of the
|l aws of 1983, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. Striped bass less than twenty-four inches in total |ength taken by
ot her nethods including but not limted to [g-t—nrets-] haul seines [anrd
trawl—nets] shall not be possessed, bought, sold or offered for sale.

8§ 10. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
|l aw. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplementation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be made on or before such effective
dat e.



