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STATE OF NEW YORK

10834

| N ASSEMBLY

April 1, 2026

Introduced by M of A MMGNARELLI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
bus drivers conplete a human trafficking recognition training program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 509-b of the vehicle and
traffic law, as added by chapter 675 of the |aws of 1985, are anended
and a new subdivision 5 is added to read as fol |l ows:

(3) has passed the bus driver physical exam nati on adm ni stered pursu-
ant to regul ations established by the comn ssioner; [anrd]

(4) is not disqualified to drive a notor vehicle pursuant to section
five hundred nine-c or any other provision of this article[-];_and

(5) has conmpleted the hunan trafficking recognition training program
pursuant to section five hundred nine-bbb of this article.

8 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by adding a new section
509-bbb to read as foll ows:

8 509-bbb. Human trafficking recognition training program (a) For
pur poses of this section:

(i) "human trafficking victinl shall have the sane neaning as defined
in section four hundred eighty-three-aa of the social services |aw

(ii) "interagency task force on human trafficking"” shall nean the
interagency task force on hunan trafficking established by section four
hundred eighty-three-ee of the social services |aw

(iii) "the program shall nean the human trafficking recognition
training program established under this section.

(b) The commissioner, in conjunction with the interagency task force
on human trafficking, the conmissioner of the division of crimnal
justice services and the conmi ssioner of transportation, shall develop a
human trafficking recognition training program The program nmmy be
developed in conjunction or consultation with any other state, federal
or non-profit organizations at the discretion of the conm ssioner. The
program may be conducted through in-person instruction, electronic and
video comruni cation, or online prograns.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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(c) The program shall include, but not be limted to:

(i) the nature of human trafficking.

(ii) how human trafficking is defined in | aw.

(iii) howto identify soneone who is human traffi cking.

(iv) howto identify sonmeone who is a human trafficking victim

(v) entities to whoma driver nmay report suspected activity that m ght
constitute human trafficking., including but not limted to the national
human trafficking hotline, which connects victins of human trafficking
to:

(A) relief and recovery options; and

(B) social and | egal services.

(d) The conmissioner and the conm ssioner of the departnent of trans-
portation shall nmake available a list online of established or approved
human trafficking recognition prograns for use by a bus conpany.

(e) Al new enployees required under section five hundred nine-b of
this article to conplete the human trafficking recognition training
program shall conplete such programwithin their first sixty days of
enpl oynent .

(f) The program shall be considered conpensable tine.

(g) Every bus conpany. as defined in section two of the transportation
law, and every other entity which hires bus drivers to drive a bus shal
nmaintain records indicating that each enployee required to conplete the
program pursuant to this section has conpleted such program Such
records shall be kept on file by the bus conpany or other such entity
for the period during which the enployee is enployed by the nptor bus
conpany and for one year after such enpl oynent ends.

§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however,
section one of this act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth
day after it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the addi-
tion, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for
the inplementation of this act on its effective date are authorized to
be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




