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STATE OF NEW YORK

10802

| N ASSEMBLY

April 1, 2026

Introduced by M of A  BLUMENCRANZ -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, the public authorities law, the
econom ¢ devel opment | aw, the environnental conservation |law and the
transportation law, in relation to adding ethno-religious groups as
mnority group nmenbers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "MABE Equality Act".

8§ 2. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subdivision 8 of section 310 of the
executive |law, as added by chapter 261 of the |aws of 1988, are anended
and a new paragraph (e) is added to read as foll ows:

(c) Native American or Alaskan native persons having origins in any of
the original peoples of North Anerical-] .

(d) Asian and Pacific Islander persons having origins in any of the
Far East countries, South East Asia, the Indian subcontinent or the
Pacific Islands[-];. or

(e) Ethno-religious persons unified by a common religious and ethnic
backgr ound.

8 3. Subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) of paragraph (d) of subdivision 3 of
section 2879 of the public authorities | aw, as anmended by chapter 669 of
the laws of 2022, are anended and a new subparagraph (v) is added to
read as foll ows:

(iii) Asian and Pacific Islander persons having origins in any of the
Far East, Southeast Asia, the |Indian sub-continent or the Pacific
I sl ands; [e+]

(iv) Native American persons having origins in any of the original
peopl es of North Anerica[-]; or

(v) Ethno-religious persons unified by a conmon religious and ethnic
backgr ound.

8 4. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 210 of the economni c devel opnent
| aw, as anended by chapter 669 of the |laws of 2022, are anended to read
as follows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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3. "Mnority business enterprise" shall nean any business enterprise
which is at |least fifty-one per centumowned by, or in the case of a
publicly owned business at least fifty-one per centum of the stock of
which is owned by, citizens or permanent resident noncitizens who are
Bl ack, Hispanic, Asian or Anerican Indian, Pacific Islander [e+]. Al as-
kan Native, or ethno-religious where such ownership interest is real,
substantial and continuing and where such persons have the authority to
i ndependently control the day-to-day business decisions of the entity.

4. "Mnority group nenber” shall mean a United States citizen or
permanent resident noncitizen who is and can denonstrate nmenbership in
one of the follow ng groups:

(a) Black persons having origins in any of the Black African racial
groups not of Hi spanic origin;

(b) Hi spanic persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Dom nican, Cuban
Central or South American descent of either Indian or Hi spanic origin,
regardl ess of race;

(c) Asian and Pacific |Islander persons having origins in the Far East,
Sout heast Asia, the Indian sub-continent or the Pacific |Islands; [e+]

(d) American Indian or Alaskan Native persons having origins in any of
the original peoples of North Anerica[-];. or

(e) Ethno-religious persons unified by a conmbn religious and ethnic
backgr ound.

8 5. The opening paragraph of paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of
section 52-0113 of the environnental conservation |law, as anended by
chapter 669 of the |laws of 2022, is anmended to read as foll ows:

In the performance of projects pursuant to this article mnority and
worren- owned business enterprises shall be given the opportunity for
meani ngful participation. The departnment or the office shall establish
measures and procedures to secure neani ngful participation and identify
those contracts and items of work for which mnority and wonen-owned
busi ness enterprises may best bid to actively and affirnmatively pronote
and assist their participation in the projects, so as to facilitate the
award of a fair share of contracts to such enterprises; provided, howev-
er, that nothing in this article shall be construed to Iimt the ability
of the departnent or office to assure that qualified mnority and
worren- owned busi ness enterprises nmay participate in the program For
purposes hereof, mnority business enterprise shall nean any business
enterprise which is at least fifty-one per centumowned by, or in the
case of a publicly owned business, at least fifty-one per centum of the
stock of which is owned by citizens or permanent resident noncitizens
who are Black, Hi spanic, Asian or Anerican Indian, Pacific |Islander
[e+] . Al askan natives or ethno-religious, and such ownership interest is
real, substantial and continuing and have the authority to i ndependently
control the day to day business decisions of the entity for at |east one
year; and wonen-owned busi ness enterprise shall mean any busi ness enter-
prise which is at |east fifty-one per centumowned by, or in the case of
a publicly owned business, at least fifty-one per centum of the stock of
which is owned by citizens or permanent resident noncitizens who are
worren, and such ownership interest is real, substantial and continuing
and have the authority to independently control the day to day business
decisions of the entity for at |east one year.

8 6. The openi ng paragraph of paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section
428 of the transportation |aw, as amended by chapter 669 of the |aws of
2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

In the performance of transportation infrastructure renewal projects,
m nority and wonen-owned busi ness enterprises shall be given the oppor-
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tunity for neaningful participation. The governor shall establish neas-
ures and procedures to secure neaningful participation and identify
those contracts and itens of work for which mnority and wonen-owned
business enterprises may best bid to actively and affirmatively pronote
and assist their participation in the departnment's construction and
procurenment programfor transportation infrastructure renewal projects,
so as to facilitate the award of a fair share of <contracts to such
enterprises; provided, however, that nothing in this article shall be
construed to limt the ability of the governor to assure that qualified
mnority and wonen-owned business enterprises may participate in the
transportation infrastructure renewal program For purposes hereof,
m nority business enterprise shall mean any business enterprise which is
at least fifty-one per centumowned by, or in the case of a publicly
owned business, at least fifty-one per centumof the stock of which is
owned by citizens or permanent resident noncitizens who are Bl ack

H spanic, Asian [e+]. Anmerican |Indian or ethno-religious, and such
ownership interest is real, substantial and continuing; and wonen- owned
busi ness enterprise shall mean any business enterprise which is at | east
fifty-one per centum owned by, or in the case of a publicly owned busi-
ness, at least fifty-one per centum of the stock of which is owned by
citizens or pernanent resident noncitizens who are wonen, and such
ownership interest is real, substantial and conti nui ng.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect immediately; provided that the anend-
ments to section 310 of the executive |law nade by section two of this
act shall not affect the repeal of such sections and shall be deened
repeal ed therew th.




