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STATE OF NEW YORK

10801

| N ASSEMBLY

April 1, 2026

Introduced by M of A NOVAKHOV -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Covernmental COperations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to clarifying the limts
of municipal authority regarding grocery price controls and prohibit
non-enmergency local regulations that interfere with food supply
systens in the state of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds that
artificially freezing grocery prices below market rates causes grocery
stores to reduce paynents to suppliers and farmers, who are often unable
to continue producing food at a loss. Countries and cities that inple-
mented long-term price controls have experienced sharp declines in
donmestic food production, supply shortages, hunger crises, and the rise
of black markets. |In Venezuela, Soviet-era Ukraine, Zi nmbabwe, and
ot hers, governnment price mandates led directly to farm abandonnent, food
rationing, and chronic scarcity, disproportionately harm ng working-
class and rural populations. A nunicipally run grocery systemwth price
mandat es di scourages innovation, prevents sustainable farming, and
disincentivizes private investnent in agriculture, 1ogistics, and
retail. Government resources are better allocated toward expandi ng SNAP
benefits, subsidizing food infrastructure, and directly assisting house-
holds in need, rather than suppressing prices in a way that harns
supply. Section 24 of the executive |aw grants local |eaders tenporary
energency powers, not permanent economic control, and should not be used
to override agricultural or nmarket stability outside of those clear
bounds.

8§ 2. The executive law is amended by adding a new section 24-a to read
as foll ows:

§ 24-a. Carification of emergency powers. 1. (a) No city, county,
nuni ci pality, or |ocal governnent subdivision in New York shall enact or
enforce any law, ordinance, or executive order that freezes, caps, or
sets maxi mum grocery prices unl ess:
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(i) a state of enmergency has been declared under section twenty-four
of this article; and

(ii) the regulation is issued in accordance wth such energency
aut hority.

(b) Any local action outside the limts of section twenty-four of this
article shall be null and void.

2. Nothing in this act shall be construed to limt the governor's or
local chief executives' authority under section twenty-four of this
article to regulate prices during a fornmally declared energency. All
such orders shall be linmted in scope and duration as defined by such
st at ut e.

8§ 3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or
i nval i date the renmi nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the |egislature
that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions
had not been included herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




