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STATE OF NEW YORK

10791

| N ASSEMBLY

April 1, 2026

Introduced by M of A BLUMENCRANZ -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Higher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to a I|oan forgiveness
program for |licensed nental health professionals in jails and prisons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 679-k
to read as foll ows:

8 679-k. New York state licensed nental health professionals in jails
and prisons |oan forgiveness program 1. Purpose. (a) The president
shall grant student |oan forgiveness awards for the purpose of increas-
ing the nunber of nental health professionals rendering nental health
services in correctional institutions in New York state.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term"correctional insti-
tutions" shall nean any place operated by the departnent of corrections
and comunity supervision as a place for the confinenent of persons
under sentence of inprisonnent or persons conmmitted for failure to pay a
fine, including any place owned and operated by county or nunicipal
governnents within New York as a place for the confinenent of persons
under sentence of detention, inprisonnent or persons conmtted for fail-
ure to pay a fine.

2. Eligibility. To be eligible for an award pursuant to this section,
applicants shall: (a) be licensed as a nental health professional pursu-
ant to article one hundred sixty-three of this chapter; (b) conply with
subdi visions three and five of section six hundred sixty-one of this
part; and (c) have an outstanding student |oan debt.

3. Priority. Such awards shall be made annually to applicants in the
following priority:

(a) First priority shall be given to an applicant who has received
paynment of an award pursuant to this section in a prior year and who, in
the vyear prior to application, has provided nental health services to
incarcerated individuals and/or correction staff in a correctiona
institution;
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b) Second priority shall be given to applicants who have not received
paynment of an award pursuant to this section in a prior year and who
have provided nental health services to incarcerated individuals and/or
correction staff in a correctional institution; and

(c) Third priority shall be given to applicants who are currently
providing nental health services to incarcerated individuals and/or
correction staff in a correctional institution for less than one year.

4. Awards. The corporation shall grant awards in the value of two
thousand dollars to individuals who have provided full-tinme nental
health services to incarcerated individuals and/or correction staff in a
correctional institution, provided that no recipient shall receive an
award that exceeds the total remnining balance of the student |oan debt
and that no recipient shall receive cunulative awards, pursuant to this
section, in excess of twenty thousand dollars. Awards shall be within
the ampunt appropriated for such purpose and based on availability of
funds.

5. Rules and reqgulations. The corporation is authorized to pronulgate
rules and reqgul ations necessary for the inplenentation of the provisions
of this section. In the event that there are nore applicants who have
the sane priority, as provided in subdivision three of this section,
than there are remaining awards, the corporation shall provide in regu-
lation the nethod of distributing the remnining nunber of such awards,
which may include a lottery or other formof random sel ection.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




