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STATE OF NEW YORK

10726

| N ASSEMBLY

March 27, 2026

Introduced by M of A BOLOGNA -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Children and Fanmlies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to child care
assi st ance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1, 3 and 5 of section 410-w of the social
services |aw, subdivisions 1 and 3 as anended by section 2 of part U of
chapter 56 of the Iaws of 2023 and subdivision 5 as amended by chapter
70 of the laws of 2023, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. A social services district may use the funds allocated to it from
the block grant to provide child care assistance to:

(a) families receiving public assistance when such child care assist-
ance is necessary: to enable a parent or caretaker relative to engage in
work, participate in work activities or performa conmunity service
pursuant to title nine-B of article five of this chapter; to enable a
teenage parent to attend high school or other equivalent training
program because the parent or caretaker relative is physically or
mental |y i ncapacitated; or because fam |y duties away from honme necessi -
tate the parent or caretaker relative's absence; child day care shall be
provided during breaks in activities. Such child day care shall be
aut hori zed for the period designhated by the regulations of the depart-
nment ;

(b) families wth incomes up to [elghty~five] one hundred percent of
the state nedian incone who are attenpting through work activities to
transition off of public assistance when such child care is necessary in
order to enable a parent or caretaker relative to engage in work
provided such famlies' public assistance has been termnated as a
result of increased hours of or incone from enploynent or increased
incone fromchild support paynents or the famly voluntarily ended
assi stance; provided that the famly received public assistance at | east
three of the six nonths preceding the nonth in which eligibility for
such assistance term nated or ended or provided that such famly has
received child care assistance under subdivision four of this section;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
LBD14608-01-6



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A 10726 2

(c) famlies wth incomes up to [elghty—five] one hundred percent of
the state medi an i ncone, which are determined in accordance wth the
regulations of the departnment to be at risk of becom ng dependent on
fam |y assistance;

(d) families wth incomes up to [elghty~fie] one hundred percent of
the state nedian incone, who are attending a post secondary educationa
program and

(e) other famlies wth incomes up to [eighty—Five] one hundred
percent of the state median incone in accordance wth «criteria estab-
Iished by the departnent.

3. A social services district shall guarantee child care assistance to
famlies in receipt of public assistance with children under thirteen
years of age when such child care assistance is necessary for a parent
or caretaker relative to engage in work or participate in work activ-
ities pursuant to the provisions of title nine-B of article five of this
chapter. Child care assistance shall continue to be guaranteed for such
a famly for a period of twelve nonths or, upon approval by the office,
may be provided by a social services district for a period up to twen-
ty-four nonths, after the nmonth in which the famly's eligibility for
public assistance has terninated or ended when such child care is neces-
sary in order to enable the parent or caretaker relative to engage in
work, provided that the famly's public assistance has been term nated
as a result of an increase in the hours of or income from enploynent or
increased income from child support paynents or because the famly
voluntarily ended assistance; that the fanm |y received public assistance
in at |least three of the six nonths preceding the nonth in which eligi-
bility for such assistance term nated or ended or provided that such
fam ly has received child care assistance under subdivision four of this
section; and that the famly's incone does not exceed [eighiy—five] oane
hundred percent of the state nedian inconme. Such child day care shal
recogni ze the need for continuity of care for the child and a district
shall not nobve a child froman existing provider unless the participant
consents to such nove.

5. (a) Afanily eligible for child care assistance pursuant to subdi-
vision one of this section, unless such famly voluntarily ends such
assi stance, shall be deened eligible for a period of no less than twelve
months fromthe date of the eligibility determnation for such assist-
ance, provided the famly incone does not exceed [eighty—ive] one
hundred percent of the state median incone. A social services district
may extend this period to up to twenty-four nonths, provided the famly
i ncomre does not exceed [elghty—Five] one hundred percent of the state
medi an i ncorme.

(b) Afamly eligible for child care assistance under paragraph (a) of
subdivision one of this section shall suffer no break in child care
services and shall not be required to reapply for such assistance so
long as eligibility under subdivision three of this section continues.

8§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 410-u of the social services |law, as
anmended by section 1 of part U of chapter 56 of the laws of 2023, is
anended to read as foll ows:

2. The state Dblock grant for child care shall be divided into two
parts pursuant to a plan devel oped by the departnent and approved by the
director of the budget. One part shall be retained by the state to
provide child care on a statew de basis to special groups and for activ-
ities to increase the availability and/or quality of child care
prograns, including, but not limted to, the start-up of «child care
prograns, the operation of child care resource and referral prograns,
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training activities, the regulation and nonitoring of <child care
prograns, the developnent of conputerized data systens, and consumner
education, provided however, that <child care resource and referra

prograns funded under title five-B of this article [six—ef—this—chapter]
shall neet additional perfornmance standards devel oped by the departnent
of social services including but not limted to: increasing the nunber
of child care placenents for persons who are at or bel ow [ eighty—fve]
one hundred percent of the state nedian income, with enphasis on place-
ments supporting local efforts in neeting federal and state work partic-
i pation requirenments, increasing technical assistance to all nodalities
of legal child care to persons who are at or below [elghty—F+ive] one
hundred percent of the state nmedian incone, including the provision of
training to assist providers in neeting child care standards or regul a-
tory requirements, and creating new child care opportunities, and
assi sting social services districts in assessing and responding to child
care needs for persons at or bel ow [ elghtyy—five] one hundred percent of
the state nedian inconme. The departnent shall have the authority to
wi t hhol d funds fromthose agencies which do not meet perfornmance stand-
ards. Agencies whose funds are wi thheld may have funds restored upon
achi eving performance standards. The other part shall be allocated to
social services districts to provide child care assistance to famlies
receiving famly assistance and to other |low inconme famlies.

8§ 3. Wthin ninety days of the effective date of this act, the comm s-
sioner of the office of children and fanm |y services shall seek a waiver
or other applicable federal approval from the federal departnent of
heal t h and human services to effectuate the provisions of this act.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately; provided, however, that
sections one and two of this act shall take effect on the one hundred
eightieth day after the state comm ssioner of the office of children and
famly services receives a waiver fromthe federal department of health
and human services stating that the provisions of sections one and two
of this act shall not render the state ineligible for receipt of federa
child care assistance; provided that the state conm ssioner of social
services shall notify the legislative bill drafting comr ssion upon the
recei pt of such determination in order that the conmi ssion nay naintain
an accurate and tinmely effective data base of the official text of the
laws of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the
provi sions of section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the
public officers | aw.



