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STATE OF NEW YORK

10622

| N ASSEMBLY

March 13, 2026

Introduced by M of A OPHARROW GGIO RAMXS -- read once and
referred to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the board
of regents as the primary charter school vetting and oversi ght author-

ity

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 2851 of the education | aw, as
anended by chapter 101 of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. An applicant shall subnmit the application to a charter entity for
approval . For purposes of this article, a charter entity shall be:

(a) The board of education of a school district eligible for an appor-
ti onnment of aid under subdivision four of section thirty-six hundred two
of this chapter, provided that a board of education shall not approve an
application for a school to be operated outside the school district's
geogr aphi ¢ boundaries and further provided that in a city having a popu-
lation of one nmillion or nore, the chancellor of any such city school
district shall be the charter entity established by this paragraph; or

(b) [Fre—board ot trusteesof the state university of New York or

£s¥] The board of regents.

The board of regents shall [
charter] serve as the primary statewide authority responsible for
vetting charter school applications and ensuring conpliance wth the

educational, governance, financial, and community inpact standards
established pursuant to this article.
The board of trustees of the state university of New York shall no

|l onger serve as a charter entity or charter authorizer under this arti-
cle.

The board of regents shall be the only entity authorized to issue a
charter pursuant to this article.

Not wi t hstandi ng any provision of this subdivision to the contrary, an
application for the conversion of an existing public school to a charter
school shall be submitted to, and nay only be approved by, the charter

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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entity set forth in paragraph (a) of this subdivision. Notwthstandi ng
any law, rule or regulation to the contrary, any such application for
conversion shall be consistent wth this section but shall not be
subject to the process pursuant to subdivision nine-a of section twen-
ty-eight hundred fifty-two of this article, and the charter entity shal
require that the parents or guardians of a majority of the students then
enrolled in the existing public school vote in favor of converting the
school to a charter school. Notw thstanding any provision of lawto the
contrary, no charter school approved pursuant to this subdivision shal
receive or be eligible to receive any school district funds unless such
charter school has first been approved by a mpjority vote of the regis-
tered voters of the school district in which the charter school is
proposed to operate. Such vote shall occur at the next schedul ed schoo
district budget vote or at a special election called for such purpose.
If a majority of voters casting ballots vote in favor of the charter
school, the school district shall be authorized to distribute public
education funds to such charter school pursuant to this article. If the
voters reject the proposal, the charter school shall not receive schoo
district funds within that district.

8 2. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 4 of section 2851 of the education
|l aw, as added by chapter 101 of the | aws of 2010, is anended to read as
foll ows:

(e) The means by which the charter school will neet or exceed enroll-
ment and retention targets as prescribed by the board of regents [e+the

of students with disabilities, English | anguage Iearneré, and studenis
mho_are eligible app!icants for the free and reduceq price Iunch_program

: i i ]. Wen devel opi ng such targets,

the board of regents | i i
of—New—York] shall ensure. (1) that such enrollment targets are conpara-
ble to the enrollnment figures of such categories of students attending
the public schools wthin the school district, or in a city school
district in a city having a population of one million or nore inhabit-
ants, the comunity school district, in which the charter school is
| ocated; and (2) that such retention targets are conparable to the rate
of retention of such categories of students attending the public schools
within the school district, or in a city school district in acity
having a popul ation of one mllion or nore inhabitants, the conmunity
school district, in which the proposed charter school would be | ocated.
Such renewal application shall be submitted to the charter entity no
later than six nonths prior to the expiration of the charter; provided,
however, that the charter entity may wai ve such deadline for good cause
shown. No charter renewal shall pernmit the continued receipt of schoo
district funds unless the charter school receives approval by a majority
vote of the registered voters of the school district in which the char-
ter school operates.

§ 3. Section 2852 of the education law is amended by adding a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. The board of regents shall serve as the primary statew de over-
sight authority responsible for nonitoring charter schools for conpli-

ance with the ternms of their charters and all applicable state and
federal |aws.
Such oversight shall include but not be linmted to:

a. Annual acadenic perfornance reviews;
b. Financial audits;
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Mbni toring conpliance with enrollnent and retention requirenents:;

C.
d.

| nvestigating conplaints or violations; or

e.

Recomrendi ng probation, corrective action, or revocation of a char-

ter where substantial nonconpliance is identified.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



