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STATE OF NEW YORK

10591

| N ASSEMBLY

March 13, 2026

Introduced by M of A BEEPHAN -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal |aw and the volunteer firefight-
ers' benefit law, in relation to authorizing nunicipalities to estab-
lish a stipend program for volunteer firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general nunicipal law is anended by adding a new
section 200-aaa to read as foll ows:

8 200-aaa. Stipend programfor volunteer firefighters. 1. For purposes
of this section:

(a) "fire conpany" shall have the sanme neaning as defined in section
three of the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw

(b) "stipend progrant neans the paynent of a nomnal fee to a vol un-
teer firefighter for the conpletion of schedul ed duty coverage as deter-
m ned by the authority having jurisdiction.

(c) "volunteer firefighter" shall have the sane neaning as defined in
section three of the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw

2. The governing board of a city, town., village or fire district, fire
protection district, or other authority having jurisdiction may., by
local law, ordinance or resolution, establish a stipend program for
volunteer firefighters and determine the structure, scheduling, eligi-
bility requirenents, and conpensation paraneters of such program

3. Any stipend provided pursuant to a stipend program establishnent
under this section shall not be deened renuneration or gratuity under
the volunteer firefighters' benefit law or any other provision of [|aw
and shall not interfere with or inpact the volunteer status of volunteer
firefighters under the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw or any other
provi sion of |aw

4. The office of fire prevention and control nmay issue non-binding
guidelines to assist authorities having jurisdiction in the devel opnent
and adnministration of stipend prograns established pursuant to this
section.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 2. Paragraph c¢ of subdivision 1 of section 205-g of the genera
muni ci pal |law, as amended by section 3 of part H of chapter 55 of the
| aws of 2023, is anended to read as follows:

c. "Line of duty" nmeans the performance by a volunteer firefighter of
the duties and activities described in subdivision one of section five
of the volunteer firefighters' benefit |law and the same such duties and
activities perforned for a specialized team established pursuant to the
provi sions of section two hundred nine-bb of this article for which the
vol unteer firefighter does not receive any renuneration or a gratuity
and shall be deemed to include any date of injury as determ ned by the
wor kers' conpensation board pursuant to the provisions of section
forty-one of +the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw. The follow ng
shall not be deenmed to be renuneration or a gratuity: reinbursenent of
expenses for neals, |odging and actual and necessary travel; the receipt
of a mnmileage allowance in lieu of travel expense; reinbursenent of
expenses for registration and tuition fees payabl e under section seven-
ty-two-g of this chapter, the acceptance of transportation, food, drink,
shelter, <clothing and simlar itenms while on duty or engaged in such
activities; [anrd] receipt of a training stipend as outlined in section
two hundred-aa of this article;, _and receipt of a stipend pursuant to
section two hundred-aaa of this article.

8 3. Subdivision 3 of section 3 of the volunteer firefighters' bene-
fit law, as anmended by section 1 of part H of chapter 55 of the |aws of
2023, is anended to read as follows:

3. "Line of duty" nmeans the performance by a volunteer firefighter as
a volunteer firefighter of the duties and activities described in subdi-
vision one of section five of this chapter and the sane such duties and
activities perforned for a specialized team established pursuant to the
provisions of section two hundred nine-bb of the general rmunicipal |aw
for which the volunteer firefighter does not receive any renuneration or
a gratuity and shall be deened to include any date of injury as deter-
mned by the workers' conpensation board pursuant to the provisions of
section forty-one of this chapter. The follow ng shall not be deened to
be remuneration or a gratuity: receipt of a training stipend as outlined
in section two hundred-aa of the general nunicipal |aw reinbursenent of
expenses for neals, |odging and actual and necessary travel; the receipt
of a mleage allowance in lieu of travel expense; receipt of a stipend

pursuant to section twd hundred-aaa of the general nunicipal |aw
rei mbursenent of expenses for registration and tuition fees payable
under section seventy-two-g of the general nmunicipal law, and the

acceptance of transportation, food, drink, shelter, clothing and simlar
items while on duty or engaged in such activities.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date is authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such date.



