OCOO~NOUIRWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

10422

| N ASSEMBLY

March 5, 2026

Introduced by M of A BRAUNSTEIN -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Comn ssions

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to certain sanctions
and civil penalties

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 24 of the public service | aw, as anended by chapter
665 of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 24. Action to recover penalties or forfeitures. An action to
recover a penalty or a forfeiture under this chapter or to enforce the
powers of the conmi ssion nmay be brought in any court of conpetent juris-
diction in this state in the nane of the people of the state of New
York, and shall be commenced and prosecuted to final judgnent by the
conmmi ssion. In any such action all penalties and forfeitures incurred up
to the tine of commencing the sane may be sued for and recovered there-
in, and the commencenent of an action to recover a penalty or forfeiture
shall not be, or be held to be, a waiver of the right to recover any
other penalty or forfeiture; if the defendant in such action shall prove
that during any portion of the time for which it is sought to recover
penalties or forfeitures for a violation of an order or regulation of
the comission the defendant was actually and in good faith prosecuting
a suit, action or proceeding in the courts to set aside such order or
regul ation, the court shall remt the penalties or forfeitures incurred
during the pendency of such suit, action or proceeding. Al noneys
recovered in any such action, together with the costs thereof, shall be
[ po-d—irte—thestate—treasury—to—the—credit—of —the general—fund]
returned to the ratepayers by neans of a direct bill credit, as soon as
practically feasible or no later than ninety days. Any such action nay
be conpromsed or discontinued on application of the comm ssion upon
such terns as the court shall approve and order. An action may be nmin-
tained by the comm ssion for the whole or any part of the penalties or
forfeitures prescribed in this chapter, and judgment rmay be rendered for
t he anobunt demanded in the conmplaint, or for any |ess anmount, as justice
may require
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8 2. Subdivision 7 of section 25-a of the public service |law, as added
by section 2 of part X of chapter 57 of the laws of 2013, is anended to
read as foll ows:

7. Any such assessnment nay be conpronised or discontinued by the
comm ssion. Al noneys recovered pursuant to this section, together with

t he costs thgreof, shal | be [+remttedto—orfor—the benelit—ol—the

by oY= ] returned to
credit, as soon as practically

the ratepayers by neans of a direct bil
feasible or no later than ninety days.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




